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FORE1nORD

To investigate the rise and trace the progress of a parti
cular section of the r8ligiolls cOilUl1unity is an interesting ob
ject. When it has reference to a people such as the Society of
Friends whose 9rinc~ples and practices so promInently distinguIsh
them among others of the Christian name, the interest of such a
pursuit becomes greatly enhanced.
James Bowden, History of Friencs in America, Vol. I.

An intensive study of education among the Friends in Indi
ana makes the writer realize how inadequate will be any attempt
to tell the history of it within the limits of the present thesis.
It is a story of pioneer hardships and endurance, of heroic ef
fort and sacrifice.
recorded.

Much of it has never been, and never will be,

The greater mtmber of those who had a part in it as pa

rents, teachers and !mpils "have gone home having served fai thful
ly in their day.1I 1

To those who yet rema.in, I want to express my

deep gratitude for their letters and interviews.

Their oft re

peated excuse of 'failing memory' only emphasizes the fact that
the task of recording the history of Friends education in Indiana
has been too long delayed.

Several of the older Friends who so

willlngly gave me thelr aid when I began my research have passed
to the other side.

I can only wish this work had been done a

score of years ago so that it might ha:ve had the aid of the me
mary of the older Friends who then were still living.
The Friends of pioneer days had no time for the writing of
history - they were too busy Inaking it.

The only records we have

of the schools of those days are the records of the Monthly,

I

Mrs. Martha PeeFj, Thorntown, Indiana..

Quarterly and Yearly Meetings and such records give meager in
forraation.

The earlier records of many of the meetings have

lost or destroyed by fire.

been

In many instances, schools preceded

the establishment of the Monthly Meeting by several years and no
records are available.

Many individual communities have tried to

preserve their church and school histories in papers written for
anniversaries, etc. and to the writers of these, some now deceas
ed, I wish to acknowledge
many other

co~~unities

~J

indebtedness.

The school history of

has been completely lost exceyt the faint

recollection of someone that they remember their 'fathers' speak
ing of a school there.

But whether forgotten or not, whether of

long or short duration, whether taught in a log meeting house or
in a pretentious school bur'lding, each school has had i t,'3 part in
making the Society of Friends a living factor in education in In
diana.
I regret that in the final assembling of the material so
much of 'human interest' has had to be excluded for behind the
Meeting Minutes and school catalogues, behind the statistics and
date, lies romance and adventure,

h1~or

and heroism.

As one who

so kindly aided by the loan of material said:
The little book which is my grandfatherts is one of my trea
sures and presents a picture both humorous and pathetic of the ef
forts, struggles, sacrifices and earnestness of those early Friends
in their labor to establish a school which would offer adequate
educational opportunities for their children. l

1

~iss

Mary Baldwin, Westfield, Indiana.

I wish to express my appreciation of the interest and help
fulness of Friends throughout the state (and elsewhere) who have
so kindly answered my letters or given me interviews furnishing
whatever material and information was available.
would consume too great a space.

To name all

To name some and not others

would be unjust for all have given so Willingly of the knowledge
they had, wnether meager or ample.

Many have devoted much time

and effort to collecting the history of their particular locality
from the meeting minutes and other sources and making it available
to me.

So to this great host of Friends who have become my friends,

I want to say a sincere "Thank you."

It is only with their aid

that this work has been made possible.
Appreciated, also, is the assistance of those in the various
libraries in which I have worked.

I am especially indebted to

.

Miss McNitt and Mrs. Anderson of the Indiana division of the State
Library for their kindness and assistance during my work there
and to Mr. J. B. Rounds, l:i.brarian, of Earlham College and Mr.
Clarence Smith, curator of the Henry County Historical Building,
for the use of their respective libraries.
In addition to the host of Friends and to the librarians who
have aided me, I owe much to my friend, Dr. Henry Lane Bruner, di
rector of the Division of Graduate Instruction of Butler Univer
si ty for h:i.s }{1nd11ne ss and encouragement throughout my work and
to Dr. Paul L. Haworth and Prof. A. Dale Beeler of the History De
partment for their intere st, cr1 tici sm a nd kindly superv1 sion.

"The record of a hundred years of sowing;
••• but not pen
Of mortal can indite that chronicle;
And, yet, its hundred volumes all are writ,
An everlasting history. Now and then
A paragraph or section meets the eye,
Perhaps a chapter,- and we see how seed,
Sown painfully, with effort and with tears,
Hath yielded a rich harvest to the praise
Of him who gave the increase; thirty-fold
Sometimes, and sometimes sixty-fold the gain;
A hundred even, where some special good
Of soil and circumstance, of sun and shower,
Wrought to a special blessing. ,.

From

"Seedtime and Harvest"
by E. D. Prideaux,
v~itten for Ackworth School.

THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE FRIENDS CHURCH
TO EDUCATION IN INDIANA

CHAPTER

I

THE QUAKER BACKGROUND
Just as gigantic structures of steel rest upon foundations
far below the surface of the ground so does Quaker education rest
upon a base which extends far into the past.
In Leicestershire, England, in 1624 was born George Fox,l
who in searching for spiritual truths to satisfy hlmself, discov
ered truths so vital to not only himself but others that at the
age of twenty-three, he began publicly to preach those things
mlich had come to him as a solution of his spiritual needs. 2
That others felt the power of his
response to his ministry.3

discove~J

was evidenced by the

William Penn, himself a convert, said

of those who turned to the new faith:

"They waxed streng and

bold through their faithfulness; thousands in a short time being
turned to the truth."4

They believed intensely the truths they

communicated to others and for these truths they not only labored
but suffered.

But through their persecutions and sufferings and

loss of property, their religious zeal never waverd.
At the beginning of the eighteenth century the society was
numerous and widely distributed.

1
2
3
4

Fox himself describes how "the

Penn, ~ and Progress of the People Called Quakers, p. 49.
Budge, ~ story of George Fox, p. 2.
Budge, op. cit., p. 5.
Book of Meetings, 1878, p. 5.
Ibid,--p. 5.

2

movement first spread to the neighboring counties, then, by 1654
over bngland, Scotland and Ireland; in 1655 nanywent beyond the
seas and in 1656, Truth broke forth in America." 1

There was a

large immigration of Friends from EngBnd to America during the
years from 1677 to 1681, although even before

~~is

settlements

had been made in New Jersey and other parts of the colonies. 2
In the colonies, they settled from New Hampshire to the
Carolinas with pennsylvania as a center, but as the years went
by a general movement southward took place.

The d eel ine of the

whaling industry, the criticism of their attitude toward fight
ing in the Indian and Revolutionary Wars, and the attractiveness
of the South as a farming country were all factors in the emigra
tion to the South.3

Such great numbers took up their abode there

that the Quakers were in the majority in many parts of Virginia,
North and South Carolina, and northern Georgia.
As time went on and the slavery question began to loom more
seriously, the Friends in the South found themselves in an un
pleasant position.

Their teachings opposed slavery, and their

views were often in conflict with local authorities and the state.
Therefore, they were ready to look for new homes.

~way

to the

north, beyond the mountains and beyond the Ohio River, was a new
country, rich in soil and natural resources.

1

2

~

It was especially

liThe Qual{ers, Their Migration to the Upper Ohio,
Their Customs and Discipline." In Ohio Histori
cal Quarterly, January, 1928.
Thomas, History of Friends in America, p. 84.
SIn1 th , .op. eit.

H. E. Smith,

3

promising because by the Ordinance of 1787 the territory was made
forever free.

"To the Friend living in such an uncongenia.l at

mosphere the free west appeared a s a land of promise, and a steady
exodus soon set in. "1
Investigators sent into the new land brought back good ti
dings and in the first months of 1800, the trek began.
nearly all

o~

them had departed for the West.

IIBy 1809,

They sold their land,

worth from ten to twenty dollars an acre, for from three to six
dollars and departed never to return." 2

By the close of 1800 there were more than eight hundred
Friends in the Ohio country (now the eastern part of Ohio).3
Others from the East hearing favorable reports joined them and
soon farm land advanced in price.
vision
words,

O~

Land which would fulfill the

the Friends lay farther west and in Harlow Lindley's

"they were not disobedient to the vision opened before

them but came with great rapidity as a vanguard to a mighty host
that soon followed."4

They settled in the vicinity of what is

now Waynesville, Warren County, Ohio and here in 1803, was 'set
up' Miami Monthly Meeting, the first settlement of Friends with
in the limits of what in 1821 became the Indiana Yearly Meeting.

1
2
~

4

Thomas, op. cit., p. 192.
Galbreath, II Address at Ter-centenary of Birth of George Fox, It
(unpublished) •
H. E. Smith, Ope cit.
Lindley, "Quakers in the Old Northwe st. " In Froc eedings of
the Mississippi Valley Historical Association, Vol.

v;

4

But let us turn for a moment from their westward progress
and try to discern what manner of man is this whom some call Qua
ker- and others call Friend. l

H. E. Smith says:

At the beginning, Fox and his followers did not have in
mini the establishment of 2. new church, but as he began to speak
to the people ••• he found that many came to hear him who had, in
their own meditations, known of the Inner Light, and who, when
called together by Fox, found themselves in unity with him, and
an organ:t.zation Vias unconsciously begun. They first called them
selves "Children of Light, It thAn the nFrienas O~ :L'rutn," then tne
"Re.l:tgious ~ociety or Friends," George Fox says "In 1650, we
were first called Quakers by Justice Bennet, because I bade them
tremble at the \"lord of thfl Lard. 2
But the name was not the important consideration.

rnd the

r(~ligious

turmoil and. confusion of the Puri tan

Born a
Revol·~tion

in England, the Society of Friends evolved a creed, gripping in
its inte!!-9ity but simple in its unl1erstand.ing.
personal God - not a historical character.

Their God was a

Their worship was

for the purpose af ::: stabli~'I1ing a closer corm"1uniun r l th God 
not for stately r:ll1stc and gorgeous pageantry.3
close cOITlI!1Uu:1on gave rise unconsciously to the
lent meditation and prayer - the 'silent
old-time Quakerism is so fmned.

This idea of
gathcr:tn~s

~ectings'

George Fox, Robert

for s1

for \mich
B~rclay

and

all who have followed BXter have preached that "Inner Light!'
which lives in every man as his higher and nobler self. 4

Dr.

David Gregg, himself not a Quaker, has given us an excellent sum
mary or the develop1;lent of Quakerism:

~aker, begun
rC3r~cted.
Quaker and

1

The name

1n der'i sion, has sine e becoI:1e faruous gnd
Friend ~re lisen in this ~or~ ~nterchanee

2
3
4

ably ann wtth th':) sa.!:!,') ~cs.ni~G.
R. E. Smith, op. cit.
Holmes,!h£ ~ the Quakers? (pamphlet).
Barclay, CatechiJ!ll1 and COnfession of Faith, p. 17.

5

George Fox gave the world a Quaker life. Robert Barclay
took the doctrines and principles and purposes out of which that
~uaker life was constructed and built these into a terse, clear,
logical Quaker system.... This formulated Quaker system Edward
Burroughs took and carried to the world ••• and, by the conversions
which he made, built up into a Quaker society. Then came William
Penn who took the life of Fox, and the system of BarclEy, and the
converts of Burroughs, and built all into a Quaker commonwealth •••
which gave AmeriCa the powerful colony of Pennsylvania •••• After
this Came John Greenleaf Whittier, who took the commonwealth and
the converts and the system and the life, and beautified a11. l
No group of people banded together for whatever purpose can
long exist without some form of Qrganization.
history this problem confronted the leaders.

Early in Quaker
The plan which they

adopted was a result of natural tendencies and the careful plan
ning of George Fox and has continued throughout their history.

An understanding of the salient points of the organization is
necessary if one is to have a clear picture of Quaker education.
A congregation of members is called a meeting or a church.
It has its o\vn place of worship and manages its own business af
fairs.

A Monthly Meeting is a regular organization of one or more

congregations.

The number of individual meetings composing a

Monthly Meeting is determined somewhat by numerical strength of
the meetings and by their proximity.

The Monthly Meeting is

charged with the government of the body and meets each month, al
ternating in place among its respective individual meetings. 2

A

Quarterly Meeting consists of all the members of the Monthly Meet
ings within its limits and subordiate to it.
powers over the Monthly Meetings.

1
2

It had superVisory

It meets once a quarter, as

Gregg, Quakers ~ Makers of America. (pamphlet).
Indiana Yearly Meeting Discipline, 1924, p. 76.

6

the name indicates, usually alternating as to place among the
more prominent Monthly Meetings. l

The places of holding the

Monthly Meetings and Quarterly Meetings, however, are in fixed
rotation and so recorded.
A Yearly Meeting consists of the members of the QUarterly
Meetings subordinate to it, and it possesses complete legislative,
judicial, and administrative authority.2

The Five Year Meeting

as instituted in 1887 and the years following is in the form of
a conference and has only powers delegated to it by the Yearly
meetings. 3
The Monthly, Quarterly, and Yearly Meetings are the oneS
which hold a place in the educational policy and plan of the
Friends.
To some Who know not of the conviction and principles of
the Friends, it may seem strange that they as a religious or
ganization

~hould

take such an interest in education as history

points out but to those familiar with Quaker beliefs, an interest
in education and schools seems only a natural and logical sequence.
The education and right training of youth was the earnest
and prominent concern of the earliest Friends.

George Fox in

1667 recommended the establishment of two boarding schools in
the neighborhood of London, one for boys and one for' girls for
the purpose of instructing them "in all things , civil, s.nd

1
2
3

Ibid, p. 88.
Ibid, p. 90.
Thomas, Ope cit., p. 198.

7

useful in creation." l

In his many writings he directs one e

.pistle to teachers cautioning them to teach the fear of God and
good manners IIfor evil words corrupt the good manners, and while
these be lived in and acted, and children taught all books, and
histories, and languages upon the Earth, (sic) yet they being
found in the evil words, their manners is (sic) corrupt and the1.r
language not pure •••• "2
John Woolman looked upon education as a social duty - a
duty which could not be perforred by immoral tutors and school
masters - for the pupil could be made to rise no higher than
the master. 3

In his opinion, the responsibility for the rlght

conduct of schools in the last analysis fell upon the parents,
for upon them fell the full duty of supervision.
Henry Tuke, giving his ideas of education, s poke of human
learning as "not essential to a gospel minister" but not to be
unesteemed or its usefulness slighted, for its right use pro
moted religion and benefited civil society.4
William Penn, the Quaker famed on two continents, was a po
werful force in shaping the educational policy of the Quaker
settlements in America.

That deference was given to his gui

dance and is shown by the fact that his "Reflections and Maxims"
and IIAdvice to His Children" came to be regarded a.s essential

1
2
3
4

PaQers .2!! the Past Proceedings and Experience of the So
ciety of Friends in Connection with the Education of Youth, p. 11.
Fox, "A Warning to Children which are Calred Schoolmasters, It in
Writings of George Fox (Earlham Library).
Woolman, Works, p. 305 ff.
Tuke, Works, III, p. 95.

~

8

for t he education of youth to li-fe, religion and morality.
quotation froo each gives his attitude toward education.

A
In his

•

letter to his wife, upon the occasion of his mak:i.ng a trip to
America in 1761, he advised:
For their learning be liberal; spare no money; tor by such
parsimony all is lost that is saved; but let it be usefUl know
ledge, such as is consistent with truth and godliness, not cher
ishing a vain conversation or idle mind; but ingenuity mixed with
industry is good for the body and mind, too. l
In his "Reflections and Maxims" he states a Realist I s po.1nt
of view of education:
We are in pain to make them scholars, but not men; to talk
rather than to know; which is true canting. The first thing ob
vious to children is what is sensible; and that we make no part
of their rudioents. We press their memory too soon and pUZZle,
strain, and load them with ••• rules to know gr~ar •••• and a
strange tongue or two, that it is ten to one may never be useful
to them; leaving their natural genius ••• uncultivated and ne
glected; which would be of exceeding use and pleasure through
the whole course of their lives. 2
The following excerpt fronl a letter of Anthony Benezet, famed
school master in the schools of colonial Pennsylvania,3 expresses
not only his ovm views of the importance of the proper education
of children but the views of the Society of Friends as an organi
zation as well:
I have often thought that, next to preaching the Gospel,
the labour that is bestowed in ••• watching over every opportunity
of instilling noble and Christian principles into the tender
minds of the youth, is ••• the rn.ost exalted duty a Christian mind
can be engaged in. And it is, I think observable, that even
those children who, notWithstanding great care has been taken
in their education, have suffered sin to prevail ••• yet even in

1
2
3

Penn, His Letter to His Wife and Children, D. 207.
Penn, Reflections-and MaXImS,-p: 9.
~
Quaker ~graphie~:-III, 90.

9

these, the Christian labor which was bestowed on them when young,
has been as bread cast upon the waters, and found again after
many days of vanj.ty and sin ••••
What more beneficial employ, and more fruitful of comfort
and joy in the end, than time spent in an honest labour for the
ptoperly educatin4 these innocent souls, which the Almighty has
clothed with flesh and blood •••• ?
And indeed it seems to me that our (meaning 'Friends) prin
ciples, which, in the present corrupt state of the world, seem
to prohibit our medd11ng with offices, &c., naturally point out
to us as a people, rather than others, to serve God and our coun
try in the education of the youth.
And I would further say, from years' experience, that it is
a great mistake to think that the education of youth is toilsome
and disagreeable; it is indeed not so, except to ffilch who from a
desire of gain,. take upon them the care of more children than
they ought, or neglect to bring them into that discipline mich •••
is generally not difficult. I do not know hoVi it is amongst you,
but here, any person of tolerable morals, who can read and write,
is esteemed sufficiently qualified for a schoolmaster; ~men, in
deed, the best and wisest men are but sufficient for so weighty a
charge. If the governments of this ~orld were influenced by true
wisdom, they would make the proper education of youth their first
and special care. I earnestly desire that our Friends, both here
and amongst you, would consider it, and hearken inwardly to what
the great and common Father would suggest in this weighty matter. l
These

~deals

of the leaders of the early Friends reflected

and molded the educational attitude of the Society - not only of
contemporary times but of the Friends Society as it grew in num
bers and in spirit through the years.
A~ hRS

ministry.

been stated, the Friends were oppo sed to a trained
They believed their ministers, called by God and that

Inner Light, should speak from the heart out.
that they did not believe in education.
fus Jones pointed out,

1

This did not mean

On the contrary,

~s

Ru

lIfriends saw clearly from the beginning

"Letter of Anthony Benezet to Samuel Fothergill, 1758. 11
Friends Library, IX, 220.

In

10
of their history that if they were to }lave no trained clergy,
but were to try seriously the great experiment of a priesthood
of believers, they must educate the entire membership of the
Society. "1
This education of the entire membership became the pre
eminent concern of the Society of Friends and remained important
in their work until taken fr8m their reluctant hands by the in
creasingly efficient hands of the state.
Education was mentioned in the Minutes of the London Yearly
Meeting as early as 1700.

In 1718, occurs the minute that it

had t1frequent1y been recomclended that Friends should be diligent
in providine schools for the education of their youth, not only
in useful and necessary learning, but also to bring them up in
the fear of God •••• "2

In 1760, the report of the Commi ttee to

encourage school masters and mistresses to the London Yearly
Meeting expressed the 'hopeI that "many Friends ••• will be in
duced to open schools in divers places ••• and be incited to take
vigilant care of those committed to them •••• 113
The Quakers on this side of the ocean, although occupied
with duries seemingly more urgent than the education of their
children, expressed the same concern as did their English breth
ren.

In the "Advices of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting" in 1746

to the Monthly Meetings is found this paragraph:

1
2
3

Jones, The Later Periods of Quakerism, I, 669.
Papers 2.!!••• the Education of You.!!b.? p. 11.
Five Papers on ••• the l!:ducation of You:bg', .
~_25.

~

p.

11

We desire you in your several monthly meetings to encourage
and assist each other in the settlement and support of schools
for the instruction of your children at least to read and write,
and sone further useful learning to such m~ose circwmstances
will ~ermit; and that you observe as much as possible to employ
sV.ch -..a:3teY'f) [l.nd mistresses, as are concerned to instruct your
chllo"'t}n in their learning ••• careful in the wisdom of God •••
am yri] dO'lbt n0t such endeavors will be ble ssed with success;
And, (sic)onthe contrary. we think there is too much cause to
apprehenci ;:;L.a'L some c.hLl<iI'en b~r the evil example, and bad prin
ciDles of their Rchoolmasters have been leavened with tl10se
principles w.b~lch have led them to bad practices in the course
of their liv~s.
From these ideals and ideas of early Friends grew the "rai
son d'etre" of what came to be known as "the guarded education"
of Friends children.

Wishing their children to avoid the things

which Fox had warned against and which they themselves believed
sinful - 'corrupt words, corrupt speaking, idle communications,
filthy jesting, lying, cursed speaking, oaths, hating, railing,
envty, pride t _2 they felt tht:. ohildren should be kept as much
as possible from the disturbing influences of the world and gi
ven an education which would shield them from the forces of the
world.

Ruth Fry says that, until recent times, one object of

Quaker education was "to form a shelter from the bad influence
of the world.

The

youn~

were looked upon as tender plants unable

to stand exposure to outside ideas and temptation and the hope
was, that by a series of rules and prohibitions they would grow
up immune from the desire to transgress."3

The phrase "guarded

education" Came to be a common one in Quaker langue.ge and one of

1

2
3

Advices of PhiladeL)hia Yearly Meeting, 1746, p. 221.
Fox, "A Warning to ••• Schoormasters, 1657.
Fry, Quaker Ways, p. 192.

12

which the meaning was well defined.

One Friend who received

her education in the early Quaker schools of Indiana says:
I remember the care extended that my training should be
guarded for the teachers were selected with great Care. lowe
what I have done to the careful training of those early years. l
Thousands of others could have said the same.
This,

the~

was the Quaker background which came to Indiana

with those first Friends in the early years of the nineteenth
century.

To them education was imperative because one must be

able to read to know what is in the Bible.

Up to this time,

education had existed primarily for religious ends.

The school

was an auxiliary of the church; and as they took their church
and religion into the new country with them, they took also their
educational ideals and their. schools.

1

Mrs. Martha Peery, Correspondence.
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CHAPTER II

THE FRIENDS AS PIONEERS IN INDIANA
In 1800 no boundaries divided Indiana from Ohio.

It was

all the Northwest Terrltory, a vast wilderness but rich in pro
mise.

The band of Friends on the Little Miami River (composing

the Miami Monthly Meeting) looked westward into the unconquered
forest.

But not long were they content with looking.

Pioneer

Friends with the spirit of adventure and with a desire for ad
vantageous home sites went into this forest in 1806 and in the
vicinity of Vfuitewater River, where Richmond now stands, found a
SElot they thought ideal for thelr homes. l

Says Rufus Jones:

The country was new and very desirable, but thickly timber
ed, involving much labor and exposure to make it habitable; the
immigration of Friends was constant and rapid, principally from
North and South Carolina and Virginia, and meetings grew rapidly
from this source. 2
Here grew the first Friends community and here in 1809 was
fset Upf the first Friends organization within the limits of
what was later the state of Indiana. 3
This organization was Whitewater Monthly Meeting opened at
Vfuitewater Meeting House, near the present city of Richmond, the
thirtieth of Ninath Month, 1809. 4
in the northeast corner of the

This log meeting house stood

~fuitewater

what is now a fbusy' part of Richmond.

1
2
3
4

~ of Meetings, p. 91.
~ones, Ope cit., I, 421.

burying grounds in

At the tj.me of the open

Butterworth, IIHistory of Mia.m.i Monthly Meeting from 1803 to
1828, rt in Miami Month1]l !'.i.eeting Centennial.
Ei 1 Jay, "\ftfui tewater Monthly Meeting from 1809 to 1828, If in
Centennial of Whitewater Monthly Meeting of Friends.
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ing of the Monthly Meeting there were at least two hundred mem
bers and by 1812 they numbered more than eight hundred. 1

The

unsettled condition of the Indians during the War of 1812 some
what decreased the emigration but it increased again after peace
was restored.

The Indian cession commonly called the 'twelve

mile stripl opened to the west of the Whitewater settlement in
1809~ and this new territory was qUickly taken advantage of by

the pioneers.
Soon other settlements grew up near Whitewater and other
meetings were set up.

New Garden eight miles north of Richmond

in Wayne County, Silver Creek two miles west of Liberty in Union
County, west Grove near Centerville in Wayne County, Sprinefie1d
near Economy in Wayne County were all settlements of Friends
which developed and Iset Upl monthly meetings by 1820. 3
But eastern central Indiana was not the only locality where
the Quakers settled and prospered.

In the words of Jones:

Still westward the current of Quaker migration flowed. Lick
Creek, \~ite Lick, Blue River, Middle Fork and West Grove were
some of the interesting new settlements being bui1ded out of
Friends from the south and east.4
Friends from the Carolinas and other states did not follow
up the Little Miami and across to Whitewater.

Although central

Indiana was not yet open for settlement, southern Indiana was a
t1and of promise l and far to the west in Vigo County was other

1 Eli Jay, Ope cit.
2 Esarey, Histo£Y of Indiana, I, 329.
3 'Butterworth, Ope cit.
4 Jones, Ope cit. I, 423.
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promising country.
to the

forest~

They traveled down the Ohio River and up in

settling at first about 1810 within the present

limits of Orange and Washington Counties, far to the south and
west of Vfuitewater.

Here in 1813 was set up Lick Creek Monthly

Meeting; in 1815 Blue River Monthly Meeting and lat~r others. l
On the Wabash, two miles south of the present site of Terre Haute,
a Friends 1 settlement was growing at the same time and a monthly
meeting known as Honey Creek was set up in 1818. 2
But through the great central part of Indiana, Indians still
roved and hunted.

In 1818, the government purchased this land

and soon opened it for settlement. 3

Many Friends had been await

ing this opportunity and qUickly Friends' cownunities sprang up
in the lNew Purchase.'

White Lick in Morgan County was settled

ih 1820 and became a monthly meeting in 1822, the first monthly
meeting in central Indiana. 4
meetings in
ties.

Vermillion~

There followed in the next decade,

Parke, Hendricks, Morgan, and Boone Coun

Farther south, Driftwood in Bartholomew County became a

monthly meeting in 1820. 5

Two more or less independent chains of

meetings formed northward, from iVhitewater in the east and from
~fuite

Lick in the west, the two chains finally joining in an a

pex at New London in Howard County.6

1
2

3
4
5
6

Butterworth, Ope ci~.
Evan Hadley, Historical Sketch of the Settlement of Friends in
Central Indiana, (pamphlet).
-
Harlow Lindley, "The Origin and Growth of Education among Friends
in western Indiana. 1I (thesis).
Esarey, Ope cit., I~ 329.
Evan Hadley, Ope cit.
Butterworth, Ope cit.
Jones, Ope cit., I, 423.
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Each monthly meeting set up was a new wilderness conquered,
and new hardships endured by those sturdy and courageous Quaker
fathers who carried their religion wi th

the~,

int.o the forest.

Each monthly meeting meant more than a mere settlement; it meant
a settlement or group of settlements of Friends with a churoh
organization strong enough to

warra~t

a monthly meeting of their

own.
It is easy to relate the story of the first settlements
and first meetings for the Friends have ever been diligent and
faithful in the recording of their religious history.
story of

th~

first sohools is

~or~

But the

difficult - not because

schools were discredited but rather because they were taken as
a matter of course.

The setting up of a new meeting was a Cause

of rejoicing - the establishment of a school was merely in the
line of rnlty.

Another difficulty encountered in recording the

hi 3tCl"''Y of Quakel' schools is that any certe.:tn teI'!"l of instru.ction
":;as called

So

I1

s chocl. "1

In early tines, this

1

school 1 may have

been held in a home, a church, or even a barn. Some instances
are recorded in Which new log buildings bUilt for the purpose of
barn, sheep shelter, sugar making, or cheese making were first
used ror school purposes.

The place mattered not - the learning

was important.
In the Whitewater settlement of Friends, we know not how di
ligently the Qualter mothers and fathers

su~)ervised

the education

of the ch:tldr'en of their own household but as fai thful members

1

Salem Monthly Meeting J4inutes, Book III, Hovember 25th. 1354.
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of the Society of Frierrls, they no doubt did what they could.
:7hitewater Monthly meeting was set up in 1809 in a log meeting
hc~se

and in

t~e ~inutes

books recel ved and.

'~he

of 1810, we find a notation of school

appointment of a cOTlir:ii ttee for thc.J.r" dis-

t:i:"~.b"J.ti c!l.l

As was the custom in all Friends

cCmIT~nities~

this meeting

house was used for school purposes until a separate house could
be provided.

In

l811~

the Monthly

~eeting ap~ointed

a standing

committee to Care for schools, and in the winter of 1811-1812
the first Friends schcol (or reccrd) was taught in the meeting
house by Robert Brattain. 2
in

1~21,

Indiana Yearly Meetins was organized

and a few years afterward a new meetiIlg-house was built

for use of both the local meeting and the Yearly Meeting.

Con

tinuing the story of education in th:t s f:i.rst Friends t settJe ment,
Eli Jay said:
After the log meeting house was vacated by the removal of the
meeting to the new brick Yearly Me8ting House, it appears to have
been used for school purposes till about 1836, when a commodious
brlck·school house \'las put up between the two bUildlngs... In
this the Monthly Meeting kept up a school of hi@p grade for the
times, employing able, well educated and experienced teachers.
This school was attended by advanced students, many of them com
ing from other parts of the count~y for that purpose. It is said
that Isaac Hiatt, a noted teacher of that day, was the first
teacher in the new house. It appears that this school was kept
in that house about forty years.... Barnabas Hobbs and William
Haughton \'Iere at its head, each for some time ••• Hirero HB.dley was
its princ ipal for some years beginning befoI'e 1859 •••• Erastus
Test and CYTIlS W. Hodgin were teachers in it later on. 3

1
2
3

Thurston, "Educational Movements in Wayne County.1I (thesis).
Ibid.
Eli Jay, Ope cit.
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The story of this first school in Whitewater sett.lement is
in general the story of every Frlends school - first,
in the meeting house;

the~,

8.

school

school ln the old meeting house when

a new one was erected; and later, if the school prospered,
better quarters especially for school purposes.

large~

Sometimes, the

story was reversed and meeting was held in a school house until
a meeting house could be built but the thought of religion' and
education were companions.
Such companions were they that education and its considera
tion was given a permanent and important place in the considera
tion of Indiana Yearly Meeting.

In the Minutes of its first year,

1821, the answer to the query on Education read:

"Schools are

encouraged under the tuition of tea.chers in membership with
Friends."l

Simi1iar answers were given each year for nany years,

but in 1828 we find apart

fro~

the queries a report on Education

which emphasized the establishment of schools, attendance of
schools at mid-week meeting and "conformity in all respects to
the wholesome regulation of our Society."2

In 1830, the Minutes

give this report:
The subject of Educa.tion was brou.ght to the view of the meet
ing, and tram the reports receivedf''t'om the QUarterly Meetings,
it appears that the subject has been under consideration in most
or all of the subordinate branches; some of which report some
progress therein, and others but little, as yet. And the meeting
being deeply interested with the importance of the subject, Came
to the judgment to ~):Joint a committee to act- :~_n conjunction with
a like committee of the women's meeting, in:aking the subject
under serious and weighty consideration ••• 3

1
.2
;3

Indiana Yearly Meeting Minutes, l8?1 •
Ibid, 1828.
Ibid, 1850.

19

In this same year, 1830, the Report on Education so well
expresses the desires and concern of the church as a whole that
it seems proper to quote it ih entirety.

It is a statement of

the policy of the Friends church in Education for many years af
terward.
Report on Education
The joint committee to whom was referred the consideration
of the subject of the guarded Education of our chlldr'~:n, having
attended to the object of their appointment, unite. in Report
ing:- That we have very sensibly felt the difficulty in which our
members are involved, in gi vlng to their children a guarded Edu
cation; and believe the time has arrived when the 30ciety in its
collective capacity, should not only feel the importance of this
concern, but should extend bot~ advice and assistance in order
to promote the desired object.
The difficulties to which we allude, we apprehend have ori
ginated from different causes.
In the emigration of our members to this country, they be
came in many cases widely scattered from one another, while the
hardships and labours inseparably connected with making new set
tlements in the very wilderness, opposed no inconsiderable ob
stacles to the establiShment of Schools. In addition to this,
it is believed, the advantages of Education have not, in some
instances, been duly appreciated; and thus a degree of apathy
and indifference has been produced, Which may have been increased
by the existence of real difficulties.
The public Seminaries in the State of Indiana, and the Dis
trict Schools in the State of Ohio, have also been brought into
consideration by the committee, as creating more or less diffi
culty, in the different sections of our Yearly Meeting. And we
unite in proposing that the judgment of the Yearly Meeting
should be pronounced against our members participating in those
Seminaries, supported as they are in part by Fines imposed on
the Society of Friends, on account of one of its Christian Testi
monies; and that our members be advised, as much as practicable,
to avoid any connection with the District Schools as being found
ed on a system, which, should the society be brought completely
within its operation, would powerfully militate against that
testimony of our Society, which has for its object the guarded
Education of the rising generation.
In order that our members may be aroused to the importance of
this concern, and that a system of Education may be adopted cal
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culated to remove the difficulties in which the subject is in
volved, we propose to the Yearly Meeting, that Quarterly and
onthly Meetings may appoint committees to examine the state of
Schools, and of the Education of our Youth, within their respec
tive limits; and to take such measures as they may apprehend to
be necessary to promote the establishment of Schools, to be both
under the tuition of Teachers in membership wi.th us, and under
the direction and superintendance:of committees of the respective
onthly Meetings;- taking care that such Schools, where practi
cable, may be located, so as to afford the opportunity for the
Scholars in company with their Teachers, regularly to attend some
meeting of Friends.
In the establishment of these Schools, it will devolve on
Monthly Meetings to extend the necessary care to secure the legal
title to such real estate as may be procured for the purpose;
and where it may appear to be necessary, from the scattered
situation of Friends, or from other causes, to render pecuniary
aid to individuals, in order to afford their children an oppor
tunity of acquiring a suitable portion of education, that such
be laid before the respective Monthly, or if necessary the Quar
terly Meetings. And it is desired that a spirit of liberality
may be manifested, to promote an object so deeply interesting to
the present and succeeding generations.
And believing it important that the minds of our children
should, at an early age, be stored wtth the truths relating to
life and salvation, we propose that reading the Holy Scriptures
should form a part of the daily exercises of our Schools; and that
this part of the order proposed, should be Particularly under the
Care and direction of the superintending committees aPpointed by
the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings.
And that QUarterly and Monthly Meetings be directed to send
up, to next Yearly Meeting, an account of their proceedings; and
whether there shall be, at the time of preparing their Reports,
any neighborhocds, destitute of schools; and if there should be
any children not in the way of receiving the necessary education,
the number and circumstances of such children, should be reported. l
Fro~

this time onward until about 1875, the Yearly Meetings

asked for itemized reports from the Quarterly Meetings concerning
education.

In 1832, the "Epistle on Education ll stated reports re

ceived frent the quarters represent an increased interest, in "the
guarded, religious, and literary edUCation of the rJsing genera

1

Indiana Yearly Meeting Minutes, 1830, p. 18ff.
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tion. l

It recommends that Quarterly Meetings appoint committees

to visit the Monthly Meetings and schools.
the Monthly Meetings

~~int

It recommends that

committees to use their influence

J

to have schools set up, to recommend competent teachers, to pro
mote subscriptions, to eJCtend care to those "who are backward in
lending their aid or whose children may be growing up without
the necessary instruction, or who may not be able, on account of
embarrassed circumstances, to sent their children to school.2
Such, then, were the principles and

progr~

of the Society

of Friends in regard to 'Education' as set forth in their Minutes
early in their history as !ndiana Yearly Meeting and such have
been their principles and program down through the years; for the
leaders were far-seeing and the menibership as a whole clung tena
ciously to those principles given them by their leaders and be
lieved in so firmly by themselves.
As Indiana Yearly Meeting prospered and the ntunber of
Friends in the state grew, a petition for a new Yearly Meeting
was presented by the Friends of western Indiana and eastern Il
linois.
1858. 3

As a result, western Yearly Meeting was established in
Its educational background was identical with that of

Indiana Yearly Meeting and this work considers the state of In
diana and not the limits of Indiana Yearly Meeting as its scope.

1
2
.3

Ibid, 1832.
Ibid, 1832, p. 21 •
Ibid, 1857.
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CHAPTER III
lJ.1EACHING 'l'RE THREE R' s, -

-ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

And precious too has been the harvest reaped
In lowly fields, unnumbered, all unknown
To fame, the while they yield the daily breEd
Of our great country's common, general life
That life on which depends, and out of which
Must grow the higher, wider life of those,
V~o, called to special service for their kind,
Stand forth conspicuous to the general eye.
Seedtime and Harvest - E. D. Prideaux
for Ackworth School.
The history of Quaker education in Indian~s the history
of a SWiftly moving development and scarely do we fix our mind
on the study of one era, one type of school or one generation
until we find that the passage of only a few years brought
other schools, other studies, other stud€ l lts.
trying to grasp a picture of

~~aker

Therefore, in

schools and education, it

is well to remember it is rather a series of pictures beginning
in the years before Indiana became a state and passing through
the next hundred years into the twentieth century, (approximate
ly, 1806 to the present).

Says Rufus Jones:

Conditions of life (in the west, Indiana and Ohio) were,
of Qourse, rough and hard in the early period. The forests had
to be cleared, almost all the food for the family had to be got
off the farm, and all the cloth had to be made from the raw
home-grown wool and flax, so that everybody worked, from the old
est to 'the youngest, and there we.s a little leisure for relaxa
.tion or for culture.... But from their fi I'St arrival in the new
world beyond the Ohio, these Friends began for the right educa
tion of their children, and all the meeting records reveal a
deep concern for good schools.l
This 'deep concern' of each meeting for the education of

1

J~nes, Later Periods, I, 413.

/
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its youth manifestl itself in the schools whi ch were held VIi-thin
the

l~mit~

of the meeting - not to prepare the pupils for col

lege out to give them

~ne

e~ementary pr~ncip~es

tney might oe the better prepared for life.

or learning that

Education was a part

of the Quakers religi on and religlon vms a very def1ni te part of
his education.

An old German at one time ~ember of the Govern

ment Educational BureaU said of the Friends:
The Quakers have the true idea of education. They educate
the body, intellect and heart togethe r, which is the true system
of education, for i~ you educate the intellect alone you have a
cold and formal Christian, or if you cultivate the heart and e
motions alene, you have a fanatic with his hoboles. QUakers soiv
ed tn1s problem by tra1ning the1r children to manual labor on
the l' arm, mile their minds were trained in the school room and
their spiritual training was promoted in their meetings ••• where
they were taught to listen to the voice of the Spirit.'
As he said., the education of the body, they received at
home; the education of the heart they received in 'meeting' - and
the education of the intellect, they received in the little un
pretentious school house setting close beside the meeting house.
It is with these schools, their development and decline that this
chapter is concerned.
Their beginning was in the forest where not many years be
fore the Indlan had built his hut.
hut gave

~ay

But war dance and songs and

to broad brims, log cabins and soft-spoken 'thee'

and 'thou' of the Quaker·s.

The meeting house

\'lllS

built near the

center of the comrw_nity- built of lOEs at no cost but with the
combined efforts of all the men of the I.1eetin;;:;,-2

1
2

Littler, "Celebration of the 75th. Anniversary of Beech Grove."
(unpubl i shed) •
Dral)er, "Spiceland Cormmmity and Schools." (unpublished).
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School waS held in the meeting house,usually,until such
a time as a school house could be erected. These first schools
were built as the meeting houses - of logs, and built on the meet
ing house grounds,or near, that

~~e

children

m~ght

attend mid-week

services of the meeting.
The most primitive of the log school houses had no floor
except the ground and no windows. Some had no openings for windows
while others had greased paper tackeci over the openings. 'rhe heat
was furnished by a fire in the center of the room on the dirt
floor with a long slim pole in the fire to induce the smoke to go
up along tIle pole to a hole in the roof. AS the end of the pole
burned off and became short,another pole replaced it. l Later,log
buildings had fire-plaves but sometimes the bUilding would burn
because the backlog burned through in the

ni~lt.

Fireplaves were

later replaced by box-stoves. Log buildings gave way to frame as
the country advanced in development. The first

fr~e

buildings had

two doors - one for the boys and one for the girls. 2 The equipment
of the schools at first was crude. The first schools had no desksmerely backless benches made from hevm logs. A shelf sOHlewhere in
the room at which a few of the older students could stand while
writing was the only semblance of a desk. In some places, the parents
provided the desks which were heavy home-made affairs. 3 Vfuen desks
came to be generally used, they were double or sometimes even
large enou.gh for three,each student having a "seat mate" or

1 J.W. Chenoweth, Correspondence.
2 Lou Woo~s,Correspondence.
Susie ·~!oody, Correspondence.
3 Elva Wood, Correspondence.
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t'mates.

1I

.

As the community prospered, the Friends did not neglect

their schools and in localities where the schools lheld l for many
years, quite adequate buildings were supplied.
The schools held in these buildings were of different types.
It might, perchance, be a Monthly Meetine school which would mean
it was under the direct supervision of the Monthly Meet:i,ng commit
tee on education.
the school.

Th:L s cormni ttee hired the teacher and supervised

It might be a SUbSCI'lption school - a school taught

by a Friend who contracted with the ?arents to teach their child
ren for a specified amount for each ch:Lld. l

Or it might be a

conbination of the two - a school under the supervision of the
Monthly Meet:tnc; and partically sU!Jported by them but, also, par
tially supported by

subscrip~ion.

Then, often, there would be

oreanized a Quarterly Meeting school which would be under the direc.tion of the QUarterly Meeting and sup':orted by funds of the
Qua,rterly Meeting.

The funds of both the Monthly and .Quarterly

Meetings V'lere ra.ised by subscription and often in the Minutes of
the meetings one finds an

lI

e xhortlon ll to the members to give li

berally in the support of education.
It is amusing to see in the old subscris)tion llsts a ,payment
for' lie, quarter of a scholar ll2
the

~)arent

term.

2

v!hich in their 'v8rne.cl1.1E!r' meant

expected to send one " sc holnr" for one fourth of the

This scholar did not necessarily have to be the same person

all the time.

1

-

Often a 9arent subscri'bin!': for c.. viholt. !1.'3cholar"

Jam;s Baldwin, In ~ Youth, p. ~20.
Ann Harvey, Interview.
"Scholv.r" waS used by the Friends in their old records and speech
and :'Ls not to be thought of in its present day meaning.
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would send different children at different times.

This was not

through any lack of interest but because the duties on the farm
or in the home often necessi tated lceeping some of the older child
ren at home.
Oft-times, the vnnter school, or term, would be a Monthly
Meeting school and the summer term, a subscription school.l

It

came to be the custom in many comnunities to have a subscription
school taught in the school bu:i.l(l:i. ng in the sum:rler.
of the term Varied frem two"months to six or
school of :'):)loneGr days seldom ever exceeded
though often a winter, spring and

sUJJr~er

ei~ht
t".,elv(~

The length
months.

The

'weeks in a term,

term would be taught. 2

Some schools in more populous and prosperous cOmY1unities were re
ported eft as having had school in session for the greater part of
the year which meant different terms ag,gr.::gat:1.ng almost a year.
In the Monthly Meeting school, the Monthly Meeting committee
visited regularly.3

Scholars who remember thos8 visits sgeak with

awe of these occasions - and occa.sions they wei.'e, when a group of
timid, embarrassed youngsters confronted several austere elders
in plain clothing and sombre dress who listened to their le,ssons,
asked difficult questions and exyounded at length on the duties of
the )upils.

The YeHrly Meeting often stated in its Minutes that

the Monthly Meeting cOimni ttees must be diligent in their visi ts to
encourage the teachers and pupils but it is feared that their vi
sits often inspired more awe than courage.

1
2
3

However, as pioneer

Minutes, Dover Monthly Meeting, July 27th. 1869.
Minutes, Indiana Yearly Meeting, 1821 to 1830.
Minutes, Walnut Ridge Monthly Meeting, Conwlittee on Education,
1867 to 1869.
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life gave way to more

con~ortable

living, it seemed that the

Friends, too, lost some of their severity and more cordial rela
tions and friendliness TIas felt between tile scholars and the com
mittee.·

"Sometimes," a l'ormer student said, "some of our parents

came to visit the schools; and, as they listened, propounded some
practical question a9r-lying to the subject discussed ••.
terested

questionin~

Our in

visitors were the chairman and members of

the Educational Conmi ttee. III
Just here i t s eems 'it would be well to pause and look more
closely at that motivating power of the Monthly or Quarterly Meet
ing schools, the Educational Cormnittee.

It was one of the most

important committees of the meeting and carried with it the most
responsibility.
duties.

The visiting of the schools Was one of its minor

Upon the Quarterly Meeting

Co~mittee

rested the responsi

bility of directing the e6ucatLonal policy of the Quarter, of su
pervising the Monthly Meeting Committees and of controlling any
Quarterly Meeting schools which might be within the Quarter.

The

Monthly Meeting cormnittee directed the affairs within the limits
of its own meeting and sUj'Jervised iits own schools with the advice
of the Quarterly Meeting Committee.

It was no small task as evi

denced by Minutes of various Committees on Education which have
been preserved.

Typical bf the work of the Monthly Meeting com

mittee of the state is that of the

Fairfie~

Monthly Meeting Com

mittee on Education recorded in its Minutes of 1833 to 1836. 2

1
2

Rhodes, lINew Garden and Newport Schools." (unpublished).
i,:inutes, Fairfield Monthly Meeting Committee on Education,
1833 to 1846.
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As the brief minutes are read, one gets a picture of earnest en
deavor and effort.

The committee met every month and if schools

were in session gave a report of each school and its progress.

If

not in session, preparation for sessions were often evidenced by
the minutes. fIt seems that at that time four schools, namely,
Lickbranch, Fairfield, U&on,; schoolhouse and Easton were wi thin
the limits of Fairfield Monthly Meeting.
Under the date of 11th. month, 17th., 1836 the minute is
found, "A Committee was appointed to use its endeavors to open a
school at or in the verge of Lickbranch a nd they are directed to
report monthly."1

Under First month, 19th., 1837 appears the

minute liThe committee appointed to use its endeavors to open a
school at or in the verge of Lickbranch reported that they have
seen no OPl)Ortunf ty for opening a school as yet."2

Month after

month, the same comndttee reported its endeavors until finally
a school was opened.

We know not the difficulties encountered,

the effort put forth and such details - but we do know much la
bor lay behind the brief minutes and other minutes of more suc
cessful schools.
One of the most difficult and important tasks of the Quarter
ly and Monthly Meeting Committees on Education was the financing
of the schools.

In no pioneer or early settlement is money plen

tiful and Friends were no exception.

They often prospered on

their farms and had a bounteous living and yet were hard pressed

1
2

Ibid.
Ibid.
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in money matters.

It is true the teacher was paid usually by

subscription but the upkeep of the building, the furnishing of the
fuel and equipment was financed by the meeting in control.

This

problem was largely met by subscription of the members of the meet
ing regardless of whether they had children in attendance at the
sc~ool

for the school was the 'child' of the church.

More than

this, if within the limits of the meeting there were found child
ren whose parents were not able to pay their tuition, this ex
pense was cared for by the meeting, as advised by the Yearly Meet
ing Report on Education in 1830.

The following minute is of in

terest in this connection:
Fairfield's Cornnittee
Cyrus Horton, teacher, for
ciety, whQ are in indigent
which this meeting directs
purpose. l

on Education informs that there is due
tuition fees from members of our so
circumstances to the ~ount of $12.71
paid from the school fund for that

The menial tasks of the Committee is shown by the following
minute:
Those appointed in Tenth month last to meak (sic) some re
pairs on the schoolhouse and wood house and see that our school
is furnishpd with wood report that it has been attended to at the
cost of ~f28:'90 'r,h-Lch is satisfactory.2
The Quarterly Meeting Committee on Education met before each
Quarterly Meeting and on Call at any other time that business
should be transacted. 3

They received the reports of the various

Monthly Meeting Committees on Education on the schools within the

1
2
3

Minutes, Fairfield Quarterly Meeting Committee on Education,
November 19th. 1869.
Minutes, Bridgeport Monthly Meeting Committee on Education,
March 19th. 1868.
Minutes, New Garden Quarterly Meeting, 1823 to 1845.
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limits of each and the answers to the annual queries Which made
up the Quarterly Meeting report to the yearly meeting.

More than

that, they discussed problems of education and the attending fi
nancial problems which arose.

Often members of the committee

would be asked in advance to prepare a paper on some educational
subject.

One such paper has been preserved in the Minutes of

Fairfield Quarterly Meeting Committee on Education under the date
of Eigpth month, 14th., 1869 and is so typical of the attitude
of the Friends at that time that it is quoted in entirety.

Most

significant is the manner in which the writer, Amos Doan, a fa
miliar figure in the annals of the Western Yearly Meeting, shows
that his conception of religion and education go hand in hand.
There was no possible chance of separatin8 them for they were
rooted together in the Quaker mind and one was the compliment of
the other.

An educational lecture could easily have been

for a sermon from the pulpit.
following article was

\~itten

ta~0n

It is interesting to note that the
in 1869 and reflects the sentiments

of and directly quotes the Educational Addresses of Professor
Thomas Chase of Haverford

Colle~e

Iowa Yearly Meetings in 1868. 1

given at the Pennsylvania and

Indeed the Quaker fathers took

their work seriously - be it clearing the forest or serving on
the Educational Committee.

1

Chase, Educational Addresses, 1868, (pamphlet).
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IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION IN THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDSI
An Essay prepared and read by Amos Doan at the meeting of
the Committee on Education of theFairfield Quarterly Meet
ing, held eighth month, 14th. day, 1869, (Recorded in long
hand in the Minutes of the Committee on Education).

Next in rank to the hi[~est concerns of man and in many re
spects intimately connected therewith are the claims of the pro
per education of our youth. We should all feel that we have some
duty to perfor.m in thi.'3 great cause. It devolves upon us an in
dividuals - it devolves upon us as a Society. This work is pe
culiarly high in our standard, pure in our principles, noble and
beneficial in our practice, it is especially incmnbent upon us to
Secure (sic) its perpetuation in coming generations, And (sic)
extend its blessings as widely as possible in our own time. And
ow can these ends be attained so well as by moulding the Minds
of Serious (sic) persons. And they are readily patronized when they
offer sufficiently hi~~ educational advantages. May it be ours
to aim to have Schools (sic) as good, in all that 1s Sound (sic)
and of I'eal worth B.S the very best in the land. For purely reli
ious action, we must wait for the direction of the Great Head of
the Church - Always ready however to follow every pointing, of the
Divine finger. With a view to the moral elevation of the comunity
around us, and to the true prosperity and happiness of a State.
at can be more fruitful in good results to extend as widely as
possible tlle benefits of a good literary and Scientific education,
provided we interweave therewith those Sterling principles of in
tegri ty, ~ruth~lness, simplic:Uy, te!n!?erance, trCheerfu~ godli
ness tl an~~hristlan love and Charl ty wInch are the crown~ng em
blem of the true Friend.
The difusion (sic) of knowledge ~non2 all its members ispe
culiarly in accordance with the princ5ples of our religious So
city, we have no trained order of Preisthood (sic), but we re
cognize each true believer as boath (sic) preist (sic) and King,
There is danger from unsanctifyed (siC) mental activity and un
devout science, but these cannot be met and conquered by igno
rance. To overcome the learned and subtile (sic) champions of er
ror, we must be armed with the weapons of knowledge;- and the
weapons::~roperly belong to us, for sound learning and true science
are the inseperable (sic) allies of religion. liThe undevout a
stronomer is mad II - and equelly (sic) mad~, are the undevout geolo
gist - the undevout Chemist - the undevout Student of languages
and literature, the undevout historian, the undevout investigator
of any branch of knowledge,- Every study rightly persued (eic)
affords new profits of the power and goodness of our Creator

1

Copied exactly as written throughout.
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There are a few elementary studies that will ever remain es
senti 8.1 to the acquisition of a good education. Among these are
correct Spelling (sic) legible writing and good reading- that is
expression of the meaning and spirit of the passage selected.
No
thing is a surer preventive (sic) against indulgence in idle per
nicious reading, than a taste for sound and healthy literature, No
thing (sic) more fr~itful in law~ll enjoyment, Nothing (sic) more
refining and liberizing (sic) as a meanes (sic) of mental culture.
Drawing should be tau~lt in all our schools and to all our pupils,
from. the youngest to the Most (sic) advf,.nced~. jt educates the
eye and hand, and helps to cultivate a habit
accurate observa
tion. Things should be taught not names merdi).
Students should
be able to do more than merely recite the lesson, they should
show that they understand it. Good manners should receive a pro
per deE.;ree of attention, both at hCf1e and in the school room 
not th~t Chesterfield etiquette that is pompous with cold forms
of civility, bowying and bending, hat-honor and a ceremony of words
without a feeling heart. In our schools especially it should ap
pear that simplicity and Christian sincerity are not inconsistent
with true Civility and Christian courtesy. True Cffilrtesy of man
mers is the natural fruits of the love of God Shed (sic) abroad
in our hearts. It is Christaln (sic) be116vQlcm.cc operating upon
all the circ~~stances of life, we should aim to make our children
what William Penn said George Fox Vias himself "Civil beyond all
forms of breeding. II

or

We should hold our principles high as a beacon light in the
world - morral (sic) and religious training should be strenous
and decided, bold and unmistakable, not wavering and carried a
bout with every wind of doctrine.
As a religious body there have
been committed to us clearer views of reli~ious truth than to others,
how important then that as a people we exert our full share of in
fluence in moulding the minds of those who are aptly called lithe
children of today, the men of tomorrow, and the immortals of e
t ern:l t~r. "
Let teachers "magnify their calling" not magnify themselves.
Let the teacher have a true and a hif)1 estimate of the position
he occupies a.nd he will then feel painfully conscious of his own
deficiencies and short comin3s.
All does not devolve upon the teacher- we all have our part
in the matter. Let us entertain the desire for learning, let us
cherish a will for education and the way and the means for obtain
ing it will not be wanting.
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This article designates correct

s~elling,

legible writing

and good reading as essential to a good education.

Add to these

arithmetic and we have the curriculum. of the earLler days.

As the

schools progressed, the curriculum ';·va3 l':mited only by the know
ledge of the teacher.

The pupils usually studied as much and as

varied a course as he could teach.

It was not ullilsual to find a

class in Latin, Natural Philosophy or Geometry in the little school
beside the meeting house.

At Bethel, a Quaker school famous in

its day, in the period just preceding the Civil War the subjects
were Reading, GeogrEI,hy, Ari thraetic, Spelling and Scripture les
sons.l

At earlier :periods,

Geogra~)hy

VI8.S not taught.

Barnabas

C. Hobbs tells of the consternation of some of the 'dea.r old
saints' when Geography was introduced into the schoo18. 2

These

same subjects were in general the curriculum of all the schools.
In the Minutes of both the Indiana and Western Yearly Meeting, one
of the Queries answered was concerning the subjects taugpt in the
schccls.

In 1847,

ing, writing,

lndicn~

geogra~)hy,

all the schools. 3

Yearly Meeting reported spelling, read

arlthmetic and English gI'81nmar taught in

In 1858, Western Yearly Meeting in its first

report gave orthography, reading, writing, geography, arithmetic
and English grammar as the subjects taught in nearly all the
schools.4

Later in 1867, the answer to this question in the Wes

tern Yearly Meeting Minutes waS "The Common Branches of an English

1
2
3
4

Henby, "R.1.C:tU~(1"'1.s,re and Bethel" (unl)ublished).
Newby, "Ettrly Schools of Henry County" (unpubli shed) •
Minutes, IndianA Yearly Meeting, 1847.
Minutes, Western Yearly Meeting, 1858.
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Education have been taught in all of our schools, and in some of
them the Higher Branches, and in a few the Classics and one the
German Language."l
In the Minutes of Dover (new Webster) Monthly Meeting of
Seventh Month, 21st., 1869 appears a minute typical of the reports
of the Education Committees and showing the studies and term
length:
We have had two sessions of school since our last report, one
for eighteen weeks, the other for twelve. The former was a Fall
and Winter te~n, with an enrollment of 93 and an average attendance
of "10. The latter was the SUllL""1er term \7.i. th an enroll~ent of 65
and an average attendance of 61. Branch;=;s taught- instruction in
cards (probably the chart class), spelLing, ~~'itillS, arithmetic,
geography, gra~~ar, physical geogra~hy, h~sto~J of the United
States, Algebra, geometry and the Gerr-lan 12.n~).2r"e. The Holy Scrip
tures were read as a clas s book at the FaJ.l and Win:ter term, and
a portion read dailyat all sessions. Our school has been taught
to general satisfaction. If/illiam ~~!hite has submitted. a proposi
tion to teach another year and it has been accepted. 2
As can be seen, Dover school was one of several which verged
on an academy without ever being properly designated as such.

In

this school as in others, at tlmes, two teachers were employed to
care for the large enrollment. 3
cu~ed

The second t.eacher

after the beginning of the term.

sary for both t'eachers to
sultinf-~

r carryon r

confusion Can be imagined.

WHS

often

pro

It was qUite often neces

in the same room.

The re

It probably recalled the 'loud

schools' of pioneer days, which v.rero prevalent in Quaker education
as elsev!here until after 1820.
learned their Geogr_-.,

1
2
:3

Much later than thEt, students

lesson by singing it.

1Iinutes, '!~estern Yearly Heeting, 186'7.
Votan, IIDover Schools tl (unpublished).
Ibid.

t"He usually chantec
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our GeoGraphy lesson two or three

ti~es

during the week and as

Vie went over the sts.tes and their capitals it V1a3 the most music
we had in school and I always 0njoyed it very much."l
This, of course,
were I.miforrl.
the

fa~ily

In

ViaS

earl~er

at a time 'when text books and classes
days, school texts were any books which

possessed but as

ti~e

vent on some semblance of order

was brought and much the same books were used in all the schools.
The Friends were ever zealous of preserving the guarded education
of their ch.:i.ldren and, to this end, closely su?ervised the texts
used.

In the eighth month, 14th., 1835, the Fairfield Monthly

Meeting COnlmi t tee on Education records this minute from the VJ1li te
Lick Quarterly Meeting Committee on Education, "The following list
of books which had been recommended b'f the T'Jtors Assoc:La.tlon
for the use of schools was approved ••••

The Practical

~~onson Randol~h,

Things,

Conversation un

Co~~~on

T~acher'

by

Gwm~e~c3 3~rvey-

ing, lnsti tutes of English Grar~nar b;r Goold Brovm. "2

SOrle of

these were for use in the higher branches.
On 9ages imi!l.cdJ.ately following are a. list of texts, in no
".Nay complete but including many which

e in general use at the

hei(i'ht of Qualcer education (pro'bably 1850 to 1865) and copies of
the title

,es of books written eXflressedl-::r for Friends schools.

With the title pages are ;i;iven the introduction or extracts show
lng'-' the trend of thoumt
in the boo}c.
...
~

The care in the
selection


of material and in the presentation of it is interesting.

1
2

~ost

Laura E. l1attern, Corres~)ondence.
Lijnutes, Fairfield Monthly r.!eet:ng Cornnitt-ee on Education, 1833
to 1846.
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interesting is the one written by our
bas C. Hobbs.

O\ID

Indiana

~~aker,

Barna

It is the fourth of a series of readers written by

him (at the request of the Indi G.na Yearly Meeting General
tee on Education).

Connp~i t

All of the3e books given were well kno\'m and

used widely in Friends' schools throughout the state.
Sone Texts used in Friends Schools in Indiana:
Introduction to Eng15_ sh Reader - Lindley Murray.
The English Readeit' - Lindley Murray.
Sequel to English Reader - Lindley Murray.
Silent Reader, I, II, III by Friends Tract Association.
Elements of Arithmetic for Schools and,Academies-
Pliny E. Chase.
English Grammar - Comly (for use in Westtown Boarding
School) •
The United States Speaker - Compiled by Smiley.
Grammar - Goold Brown.
Improved Speller - Martin Ruter.
Speller - Noah Webster.
Arithmetic - Plke(English).
Arithmetic - Talbott (more American).
Geography - Mitchell.
Read.ers - McGu.ffey.
ttead.er -

~~e

school Friend,

~,

II, III and IV by B. C. Hobbs.

Geography - Monteith's.
Geography - Olney.

J
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Hobbs' Fourth Reader
SCHOOL FRIEND
Reading Exercises
for
The Use of Schools.
By B. C. Hobbs,
Principal of Friends' School,

Anr"l.:l~J\)lis.

Published
for the use of
Friends' Schools in the United States.
sold by Lippincott, Grronbo
Clark, Austin

w.

B. &nith

& Co.,

Philadelphia.

& Smith, New York.
& Co., Cincinnati.

PREPACE
The Society of Friends have felt, for many years, the want
of a series of School Reading Books, free from popular sentiments
1ch conflict with their views concerning civil government,
Christian philosophy, and Christian courtesy, and which will, at
the same time, be adapted in other respects to the educational
wants of their schools. Some years since, measures were ~aken
by the GENERAL COKJ~ITTEE on EDUCATION of the Yearly Meeting of
Friends to reach this end.
The compiler is not urun:i.ndful that he has attempted an im
portant work, and fears that, with all his care, the intelligent
critic may not find it wholly free from im~erfections. He con
fides in the candid judpJnent of those who are to test it practi
cally, and who will control its reception ~dth the public.
Should
such test prove favorable, he will feel that the valuable sources
from which he was able, by special permission, to draw, in the
collection of his material, will allow him to attach but little
merit to himself.
B. C. Hobbs.
Friends' School,
Annapolis, Indiana.
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the
SELl::Crr READER
no. I
Philadelphia:
Published by the Tract

Associ~tion

of Friends,

N. 304 Arch Street,

THE LAZY BOY. .
IIITis royal fun,1I cried lazy Ned,
To coast upon M:T fine new sled,
And beat the other boys;
But then, I canno'~ bear to climb
The slipper~ hill, for every time
It more and more annoys.1I
So, while his schoolmates glided by,
And gladly tugged up hill, to try
Another merry race,
Too indolent to share their plays,
He was compelled to stand and gaze,
Vnlile shivering in his place.
Thus he would never take the pains
To seek the prize that labor gains,
Until the tLme had passed;
For all his life, he dreaded still
The silly bugbear of up hill,
And died a dunce at last.
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SEQUEL
to
THE ENGLISH READER;
or
Elegant Selections
in Prose and Poetry.
designed to improve
the highest class of learners in reading;
to establish
a taste for just and accurate composition
and to promote
the interests of piety and virtue.
by Lindley Murray
Author of an lIEnglish t:irammar adapted to the
different Classes of Learners,w &0.
stereotyped by L. Johnson, Philadelphia.

PHILADEL
Published by Marot

&

.

Walter, No. 87 I':Iarket Street
1825

Il1trodu.c tion
UIn selecting materials for the poetical part of his work,
the Compiler met "',i th few authors, the l!lhole of whose \vri tings
ere unexceptionable. Some of them have had unguarded moments,
in which they ha~e written what is not proper to come under the
otice of youth. He must not therefor'e be understood as recom
mendIng every production of all the poet_s who have contributed. to
his selection. Judicious parents end authors, who feel the im
portance of a [Uarded edUCation, will find it incu~bent upon then
to select for thelr children and ,?urlils, such writings, both in
. rose and !)oetry, as are ~Jroper for their pe'ttls.al; and young per
sons will evince their virtue and r-~ood senS8l, by cordially ac
quiesci ng in the judgment of those who are deeply interested in
their welfare. ll

If·,;

ENGLISH GRAMMAR,

made easy to
The Teacher and Pupil.
originally compiled
for the use of
West-Tovm Boarding School
Pennsylvania.
by John Comly.
The thlrteenth edition corrected and much improved •
.PHILADELPHIA:

published by Kimber and Sharpless.
no. 93 Market-Street,
J. Bakestraw, Printer.

1823.
EXAIVIPLES' OF SEnTENCES

Neither riches, or honor, nor knowledge Can be compared
wi th vi rtue •
If he prefer a virt'uous life, and is sincere in his pro
fessions, he will probably succeed.
The indulgence of harsh dispositions are the introduction
of future misery.
Whatever others do, let thou andlll! nct wi sely.
Vice is not of such a nature that we can say to it Hither
to shalt thou come and no further.
One of the noblest of the Christian virtues is to love our
enemies.
We are strictly enjoined not to follow a multitude to do e
viI.
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Texts such as these were very clearly meant to further the
guard.ed education of' the Quaker yc.:uth.

The very content of th.e

sentences used in the gramr'lar for mere synta.>: reflects the morals
which they wished instilled into the minds of their children.
Every selection in the reader'S cited. some truth or tra:tt they
wished emphasized.

But not only in tlJe text-books did they

their childrens education.
were equally careful.

~"Uard

In the selection of teachers they

I.'lany ci tations could be given of the

extended' in thB selection of teachers.l

I

care

In the Minutes of the

Incliane. Yearly Meeting, i'rom its earliest years until late in the
nineteenth century appears tbe ans'uor to thi s query, "Are schools
encouraged for the education of our youth under the tuition of
teachers in membership with us?"

The answer was always in the af

f1rmative restating the question as a statement.

In 1867, the

Western Yearly Meeting General Committee on Education directed
the following query added to the Educational Report:

"Are the

Committees careful to employ religiously concerned teachers?"2
The answer in the years following was "Comoi ttee s are careful to
em!"lloy religiously concerned teachers. 1/3
QUarter in l8?0 was "They endeavor to
ligiously concerned teachers."4

The answer of Fairfield

promo~e

the emplcJTllent of re

One Friend said "I can remember

that we hHd fine, moral Christian teachers wlth. only one exception. 5

1 Minutes, Indiana Yearly Meeting, 1821-1900.
2
3

4
5

nutes, ~estern Yearly Meeting, 1858-1900.
inutes, Fairfield Quarterly ~,:eeting 1868-1873.
Minutes, western Yearly Meeting, 1867.
Ibid, 1867 and following.
Minutes, Fairfield Quarterly Meeting, 1868-1873.
Lou Wood, Correspondence.
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The

~chool

master of pioneer days was tlord of all he sur

veyed t - absolute monarch of his kingdom.

At one end of the one

room bUilding was a ralsed pla.tform on which he sat enthroned

and from this he directed the activities of the school unless
perchance some child needed to be unetpectedly surprised in mis
chief.

To this platform came each pupil in turn as he was ready

to recite his lesson.

Classes were unknown in the earliest days

of Indiana education and eacb student recited as he felt he had
the lesson mastered.

If he did not recite as perfectly as the

master desired, he was reprimanded and sent bac}!: to his seat to
study longer on the
to recite.

sa~~

lesson until he again presented himself

Sometimes, with more stern me sters this reprimand

took the form of the application of one of the 'gads' which laid,

in bountiful supply across sticks, or pins made of wood, on the
above and back of the master. l
This brings up the question of discipline in the Friends
There seems to be a difference of opinion as to methods
f disciplining used - but the

di~ference

is rather a matter of

time rather than a mistake in judgment.

Some say

distinctly the rods behind the masterls desk2- and
pioneer period.

Some say the Quaker school

with a rod - and these are remembering the
the middle of the century and after.3

It is

t~~e

were the first to put aside the rod but it is also

that. the
tru~

James Baldwin, In Mz Youth, p. 335.
Ibid.
Harris, "Quakeri sm in Indiana, II in The American Friend, October
the 29th. 1896,
--
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that it was used in early Quaker schools - much later in some
than others, according to the type of teacher and community.

In

that day, discipline by the rod was considered proper even by the
students.

Barnabas C. Hobbs in speaking of his early school days

said "Beech and hazel rods had a wonderfully stlrring effect on
both mind and body."l Dr. R. E. Haughton spoke of his father,

wm.

Haughton, as haVing ruled first by the rod but later by the rule
of love. 2

Hon. A. C. Harris gives a good view of the discipline

in the later Quaker schools in the following extract:
The Quaker school rr~ster did not rule with a rod. Rarely
if ever, was one kept in the school house, and for my part, I
have no recollection of ever haVing seen the rod applied to any
pupil in a Quaker school. They maintained perfect order and
strict discipline. This was done by the moral power and not by
physical force. If a boy or girl violated the rules he was at
once expelled from the school and sent home, bearlng a letter
stating the cause, and he was not permitted. to return until
brought back by the parent, and being there, was reqUired to
state in the presence of the school an apology fo!' his .i11 con
duct, and a promise, if permitted to return, to there~fter con
duct himself or herself, as the case mi~~t be, in a proper manner
as a pupil of the school. 113
It was a far cry from the theory of 'no lickin t

,

no learnin l

to the policy of moral suasion but the distance was bridged as
qUickly as were other changes made.

But it mattered not how he

ruled - the teacher was master and a very busy personage.

He had

to arrive early in the morning, lay the fire and get the building
ready for the day.

He was his own janitor and superintendent of

1 Twenty-Second Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, 1903-1904, p. 28.
2 Haughton, !lIn Memoriam, II (unpublished).
S Harris, Ope cit.

,

44
grounds.

The goose qUills had to be sharpened and repaired.

The writing books had to be examined and a new line of copy writ
ten in each.

As pupils began arriving early they helped in making

preparation fo r the day.

Some carri ed in wood for the fi.replace

or the huge stove which sat in the center of the room.

Some took

the water bucket and went to carr7 water from the nearest well or
sprinG.

The filled pail was placed on a crude bench below the

gourd which-hung on a nail in the wall.

The children were called

from their play by the call of "Books, books, books." l
not used in these earlier days.

Bells were

The first bells were mere hand

bells but did not come in use until much later.
In the earliest days, school mistresses were few.
they were looked upon with disfavor.

By many

As late as 1840, a man in

Dudley Township, Henry County, refused to send his children to a
woman school teacher, because, he said., "Wimr:lin a1n' t fi ttin t to
be school masters. "2

But WOI!len \'lere looked upon more favorably

by Friends than by the majority of

It was the hard

cow~~nities.

ships of 'keeping' the one room schools, the trails to be walked
every night and morning, the wood to be carried, fires to be kin
dIed, paths to be made in snowy weather-rather than discrirnination
against women that kept men in the majority in Quaker communities.
Often, young women would teach subscription schools in the summer
when such duties and tasks were nDt required.

As conditions changed

I
2

..

James Baldwin, Ope cit., p. 330.
Newby, Ope cit.
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the proportion of men and women Friends teaching was about equal.
In 1884, the Indiana Yearly Meeting in a compilation of reports
from the Quarterly Meetings reported 91 men teachers

~ong

their

members and 106 women teachers.
The pay of these teachers ranged from $2.00 to $15.00 a
month in early days

to $45.00 to $60.00 a month in later times.

Sufficient it is to say that they were never over-paid.
The enrollment in the schools varied with the cornrnlnities.
Some schools were as small as twelve, some as large as fifty for
a single teacher.

Barnabas C. Hobbs told of his first school

which was in Bartholomew County - not a strictly Friends SC400l
but in a Friends community.

He stated that twenty-five of his

pupils came from five families.·

We know that families were large

in those days and, therefore, in a flourishing settlement of Frtends
where ernlcation was favorably looked upon, schools were usually
\

large also.
As was said, school buildings and custcms changed.

Reci ta

tlon oenches found their nlaces at the front of the room, some
times on the raised platform.
recitation by classes.
su~ply

Uniform text books made possible

The fireplace

g~ve

way to stoves.

The

of birch or beech or hazel switches disappeared from be

hind the teacher.

Loud schools became silent ones.

log benches gave way to better desks and seats.

The rough

The clapboard

and charcoal was replaced by slate and slate pencil and still la
ter by paper and pencil.

The goose qUill pens became tradition.

The log building beCame a frame and frame oft times a brick in
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the evolution of the world around it.

The forest became green

fields and the blazed trails, good roads.
put it

II

All things becane new l l

-

AS Barnabas C. Hobbs

with one exception.

The school

still sat beside the meeting house and on Fourth or Fifth day (as
the case might be) books were laid aside and the school in a body
marched across to the meeting house to attend mid-week meeting.
:.L·Ilel:l~

W.L ....u

IJHelr iJaL'ents and the e.La.ers tney sat, often in abso

lute si.Lence, for an hour or

un~Ll

the heads of the meeting on

the fs.cing bench shook hands thereby denoting that 'meeting was
out'.

Back they marched to school to again take

u~

their studies

and probably to ponder a little on the religious service they
had just been a part of.

That it did impress them is shovm by

the fact that in all the interviews and correspondence vThich
gathered :Material for this work, more mention was mE'de of mid
week meeting than any other thing.

They mieht forget what they

studied, they might forget who their teacb,ers werc, they might
forget through the long years whether it was a strIctly Monthly
Meeting school or not - but they never forgot that mid-week hour
which they spent in the silence of the meeting house with their
elder.

Rufus Jones cornments:l

The mid-week meeting custon prevailed in all the educational
institutions of Friends, so that children, whether at home or at
school, grew up with the meeting habit formed. The custom was
a part of life, and probably for most a very formative part. It
certainly added to the consciousness of being 'peculiar' ••••
Friends were naturally the only people in the corr~unity who thus
brcke in on the business of the day and interrupted it for pur

1

Jones, Later Periods, I,

. 180.
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poses of worship. The young at least could hardly help thinking
during the long stretches of silence what an unusual perfon~ance
it was in vlhich they were enGaged. It e1 ther aroused a revolt
1n the youn£; mind or it _uroduced a deepened loyalty, and for the
ost part the effect VIas deenened loyalty. The sacrifice involv
d in the act cultj.vated en unconscIous devotion.
Vuried. and intteresting Vlere the con"lTJents made upon mid-·.'!eek
eting in interviews and cor:eespond.ence and in written papers.
e following quotations are memories and recollections of former

It was pretty trying on our restless nerves to sit that long
n a hot summer morning va th the tinkle of the cow-bell (in the
asture outside the window) ever lulling us to sleep- for we had
o stay awake. l
Every Fifth day at 10:30 every student of all ages were con
cted by our Teachers into the Meeting House, where we sat for an
r on hard benches, sometimes without a word being said, and
tbout 8.nyone daring to I:1B.lce a noise, until after the heads of
e meeting shool{ hands, which dlsmis sed the meeting and then,
, boy~ wasn't that a grand and glorious feeling for a boy full
'f paD?G

On every Fourth clay, the teacher dismissed school fron 11
,til 12 and took everyone of us acros s the road to I:11d-week
eting. My mother sat on the facing bench and therefore could
me very plainly. And a larger girl and myself were laughing
another girl's bonnet when my mother came and led me to a
at beside her where I spent the rest of that meeting weeping. 3
On Fourth day it was a familiar sight to see the pupils
,rchtng out of the school house, down the hill, past the Quaker
,ring, acros s the footlog Ui' into the meeting house. Here they
Id sit quiet during the services and at the close were march
back to the school house. 4
There is something vaguely touching about that journey ain a body.
going

ac~oss

Those plainly dressed

the road or over the footlog or on

-Hi story of Wabash Fri ends Church." (unpub li shed) •

obert Randle, Correspondence.
Lou Wood, Correspondence.
Lucy Kenworthy, Correspondence.
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the ralsed board wulk somotir!les provided,knew why the sChool sat
so close to the meeting house. It was that they might share that
silent hour with their elders. It is snaIl wonder that the school
\'las called lithe hand maid of religion". Varied and interesting are
the incidents but the memories are indelible.
As long as the school remained a T'lonthly and Quarterly Meeting
school,mid-week meeting was attended. In the subscription school
among Friends,the custom was almost invariably observed. VJhen the
schools were gradually ta.ken over by the tovmship,with Priends still
exercising some control, this Friends custom was usually carried on
for many years until Friends became a minority in the school and
connunity~ It was finally discpntinued first in one locality and

then another when children not of the llfaith" objected to going.
These objBctions caused the sacredness and purpose of attending to
lost and the custom Vias discontinued. For m.any years,one query
in the Yearly Meeting report was IIHow r:lany schools

2.

ttend mld-weelc

vms always in the same vein and sirn.i1iar to
one which is too far removed from the meeting
observe tho custom ll • 2
But thls was not the full

exten~

of moral or religious instruct-

At the beginning of each school day,af'ter the call of "Books,
books~

after the boys had trooped in noisily and taken their

on the boys! side and the girls had settled down less
,oisi1y on their o\"m side, the master took up the Bible and

L.J.Syrnons,Correspondence.

! Minutes,Northern Quarterly Meeting of Women Friends,1841 tp 1883.
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read a chapter or portion thereof.

In the older days, there was

no comment beyond the mere reading and a brief period of silence
follow~ng

but as time went on, there was sometimes comment and

sometimes the teacher would asle an older pupil to read the chapter.
The Western Yearly Meeting of 1872 reports:
The Scriptures are read daily in most of the schools. In
some they are used as a class-book. In some the younger students
are exercised in committing and reciting texts. In some the teach
er illustrates the exercise on the blac~board and in one school
they are regularly pursuing Bible study by topice.l
But school was not all study and religion.

As in th0 fami

liar rhYme, there was time for work and time for play.

~Y'flen

play

time came, the school yard was the scene of as much activity as
is the play ground of modern times.2
were much in evidence.

Ball games anillng the boys

Town ball seems to have been the most

popular for so many speak of it in their reminiscences.
very similiar to our pr0sent day baseball.
played with three catchers and batters.
ed with great hilarity.

It '.Jas

Three old ca.t \'las

Bull pen was often play

It was a rough game of seeing who could

hit the "bull" 1.n the center of the ring the hardest.

The game

of shinny was also a favorite.
The girls had their more qUiet games of ring arolmd a rosy,
I spy, pizen, bli.nd

's bluff and others.

Then, when Quakers

progressed to the stage where they allowed both sexes to mingle
on the ground, there were games in which both boys and girls

I Minutes, West0rn Yearly Meeting, 1872.
2 James Baldwin, Ope cit., p. 342.
Elias Reece, Reminiscences.
L. J. Symond, Correspondence.
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engaged.

Perhaps the most popular of these were black man and

prison base both of which Can be seen on any school ground today.l
In the winter there were sleds and sliding, snow men and
snow forts.

Many a teacher has Come in contact with show balls

thrown in fun or in spite and the casualities in snow ball bat
tIes were as great and numerous then, as now.

Sliding Was great

fun and in schools where a large hill was nearby, a big sled was
often made which would hold several children.

Concerning one

such sled, this amusing incident 113 told:
The pupils were enjoying a particularly fine sliding season
and the big sled Was in sue. At the close of the noon hour the
boys left the sled' scotched' in readiness for the recess play
time, at the top 6f the long sliding hill. A little boy asked
to be excused and while outside went to the sled and climbed on
it. It will never be knovffi whether he intended starting down
the hill or not - but start he did. At the same time, he looked
down the hill in the direction the sled would take and directly
in his path stood a cow. The noise of the sled attracted the at
tenti.on of pupils in the school room who looked from the window
just in time to see the cow take a sudden seat on the sled and
cow, boy and sled go rapidly to the bottom of the hill - wIth no
permanent damage to anyone.2
So school, then as today, was dotted with fun and laughter.
This reminiscence comes from the eastern part of the state:
A young lady taught our school a ne winter. 'l'here were two
rooms in the building and she thought she would tr~T something
new.
She placed some of the younger children in the small room
under the superVision of older pupils. A cow browsed in the
pasture just outside the schoolroom window. Two energetic boys
took the drinking cup, climbed from the windows milked tile cup
full and coming back, fed a.ll the scholars milk from a spoon.3

1
2
3

L. J. BaldwIn, Ope cit., p. 343.
Anna Hittle, Reminiscences.
P. B. Coffin,and M. C. Johnson, Charles F. Coffin, p. 71, 
told of John Macy's school, Henry County:
Lucy Billheimer, Correspondence - told of Nettle Creek School.
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Even the solemnity of mid-week meeting was sometimes broken
by incldents such as the following that tried the children's skill
in keeping a solemn face:
It was towa~d the end of mid-week meeting in the little frame
church. One of the men at the head of the meeting, a solenm but
tine old Friend, sat with his arm on the end of the facing bench
and his fore-finger to his nose. He was the timer of the meeting
and all waited patiently for his first move toward dismissal. On
this particular day he fell asleep and nodded with his forefinger
coming nearer and nearer his mouth. The mirth of the children
was almost unendurable but the stern shakes of the teacher.'s head
and the thought of puni shment for r~i sdemeanoY' kept the smiles and
laughter in control. An especially vigorous nod of his head put
his finger in his mouth in such a way as to gag him. Confusedly,
he ~nt up~ looked around and reaching to shake the hand of the one
next to him, broke meeting. After a wild rush to the door, the
children v/ent back to school whoo~~ing and laughing - and it i sn It
recorded ihat the teacher or parents remonstrated their boistrous

ness. l
So with the work of the school day, the play of the rest
religious and moral trainlng, and amusing incidents
coming to the fore here and there the schools beside the meeting
house went through the years.

And through the years they took

1th them the stern supervision of the Quarterly or Monthly MeetThe follovr..!.ng set of rules given by the Vilhite
ck Quarterly Meeting :T~ the Monthly Meetings within its I1m1t:s

n° 1832 for the government of the schools summarizes the manageand conduct of the school better than other words could do.
The Quarterly Meeting's Committee on education proposed the
the government of all schools which are, or
be,

estab~ished

within the verge of

~bite

Lick Quarterly Meet-

of Friends:

Anna Hittle, Reminiscences - told of Pleasant Plain school and
meeting.
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Rule 1st. It shall be the duty of all Teachers and pupils
of such schools, to subject themselves to the directions and ad
ice of their respectIve superintending comIili ttees.
Rule 2nd. It shall be the duty of all p~ils belonging to
any said schools to observe cleanliness, decency and nodesty,
th in dress and address, to avoid all manner of profane, cor
rupt and immoral conduct, and conversation, whistling, singing,
making unnecessary noise of any kind, delaying time in going to
nd from school, and upon meeting passengers, they are to speak
to them (if required) in a becoming manner.
Rule 3rd. It shall be the duty of both teachers and pupils
{particular13 those who are nembers of the religious Society of
iends) to observe plainness of apparel and. endeavor to habi tu
ate themselves to using the plain Grammatical Scripture language.
Those who are admi tted as lJupils and. not members of sald Society
are not reqUired to observe this rule any further than their prin
ciples or the 'It'1ish of their parents or guardians will admit.
Hule 4th. In order that the minas 01' tne puplls may be early
stored with the trutl"lS relating to life and salvation it shall be
the dl.lt~r of the Teacher of each of said schools to reqUire the
pupils thel~eof to cease from all Ii. terary pursui ts, once every
day and ~ather into stillness whilst he or some qualified pupil
of the school, reads audably a sujtable ~ortion of the Holy Scrip
tures, observing a pause afterwards; and as much as be practica
ble both teachers and pupils are to attend the religioUS IfLeetings
of said Society of Friends in an orderly and becoming manner.
Rule 5th. At meal time all the pupils with their teachers
are to place their victuals on a table or bench and s1 t qUietly
dovm in order to partake thereof, observing a pause before and
after eating.
Rule 6th. At all times durIng the suspension of Ilterary en
gagements, the boys ,and gir_ls are to keep separate, observe mo
deration and temperance in all their recreations, which s.re to
be of an lnnoc'ent kind.
No pupil 1s allowed to leave the school
without permission of the tes.cher.
Rule 7th. The pu.pils shall lino..,1 and designa.te their teach
er by the na)Ue of Tutor or Tuteres s (as the case may requIre) to
whose reasonable requirings, they are at all. times to subject them
selves, and should any pupil neglect or refuse to comply with
the foregoing rule s, the teacher is to adJ~onish him or her and if
that proves ineffectual, the C3.se is then to be referred to the
SUperintending Gommi ttee.
Rule 8th. It shall be the duty of each and every Superin
tending Gom.mittee to visit the school at least once a month for
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ncouragement and assistance of the teacher and pupils, to see
that the rules of school are not violated, and if cases of re
fractory ~JUpi1s, should be reJ)orted to them, they are to examine
mpartia11y such cases, that they may jUdge v.hether such Cases
eri t suspension or eXflu1sion from the school; end should there
be any (after due CB.re ha,'3 been ta.ken) who Cannot be reclaimed,
they are to be suspended or expelled according1y.l
~uaker

Just as

schools went on and on for years and years-

each making individual histoI"'J of its ovm; so could thiS U?-rrll
tive of the schools go on relating more and more of school life
and

custm~s

but never te11inc; all.

these schools

~dll

The influence and decline of

be treated in a later chapter.

It is left here

to give on the fo11ovdng pages brief mention of some of the e1e
mentary schools of the Friends.
doubt~ll

It is not a complete list; it is

whether a really complete list could be perfected - but

it includes many of the schools which sat beside the meeting house,
and is as complete as the limitations of time and r.lOney and the
of those contributing material could make it.
Of these individual schools, Rufus Jones says:
It is not possible to tell in any detail the thrilling story
devotion and sacrifice involved. in the creation and development
each particll1ar school which the Friends have built. Each new
community of Friends in America, as the Society has moved westward,
as met the problem of furnishing a pioneer society with adequate
opportunities for the education of the children, and each such oc
oaslon has its share of loyalty, of heroism and of personal service. 2

Minutes, White Lick Quarterly Meeting Committee on Education,
1832.
Jones, Later Periods, II, 705.
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SCHOOLS OF WHITEYIATER QUARTER
Hopewell,l

five or six miles southeast of Richsquare, has

the distinction of being the oldest Friends meeting in Henry
County.

A hewed log church was erected in 1823 and near this

meeting house, a log school house was soon built, probably 1825
or earlier.
structure.

In 1835, this log bUilding was replaced by a frame
As the roads were laid out and the country was de

veloped, it was decided in 1839 to change the location of the
meeting.

So the frame school house took a journey of about a

mile through the for-est to the lot now occupied by the Hopewell
church.

It was used for both school and meeting purposes until

the new meeting house could be completed.

One can imagine that

Journey-mounted on a rude truck and pulled by eight yoke of oxen,
house progressed amid the noise of ax and maul and shouts of
as trees were felled and cleared away to mal{:e a road.

Several

later, this bUilding was replaced by another frame structure
stood until 1869.

In that year, a two story frame bUilding

The school was under the care of the Friends until
it became a part of the COjTImon school system of the town-

John W. Macy, "The Hopewell Neighborhood" in "the National Road

aveler, May 12th. 1916.
lnchester Adams, "Early History of Dudle~r Township" (unpublished).
B1st2ry Qf HenEY County, 1884. p. 563.
lford Monthly Meeting Records.
Lucy Gilbert, Correspondence.
Henrietta ~Vhite, Correspondence.
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Bethel school,l about one mile south of Dublin, was started
some time before 1833 for at that time, a school stood near the
meeting house and had the appearance of having been in use sever

al years.

Bethel meeting had been organized in 1823, and the school

was probably about as old as the meeting.

In 1857, a new school

bUilding was built on the site of the old church, a new meeting
house having been erected just to the north.

The school was under

the care of the Milford Monthly Meeting cOlmnittee.

At first, only

elementary studies were tauf.1J.t but after the erection of the new
building, several hlgher subjects were taught at different times,
by the ability of the teacher.
schools were introduced.
township in 1878.

liThe school flourishec..i.

The building

w~s

sold to

A clump of trees and a pile of bricks of

Old Meeting House are all that flark the site of this institu
of learning" said a Friend who was once a student there.
Springfielq ~onthly

eting schoo12 was established near the

one half mile northwest of Economy, 1835 to 1840.
o record ha s been kept except the bare m.ention in the Monthly
g records.

For several years after 1831, the
that it had the matter of

cOlruni~tee

on

ening a school un-

A few years later, a school was reported in
It is remeI!lbered that two sessions were held each ye2.r,
in Nay and the other in Novenlber.

Renby, IInichsguare and Bethel, tf (unpubli shed) •
Whitewa.ter Quarterly Beeting Minutes, 1817-1900.
tilford Monthly Meeting Minutes, 1835-1846.
J. G. ~~ittier Beard, Correspondence.
Springf5.eld Monthly Iileeting Records, 1820-1909.
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Nettle Creek,l also, in S9ringfie1d. I..l onthl::T ~ileeting,
had an

",."..,

early school.
Civil War.

It was open both before 8.ne1 after the years of tbe

The school house had two rooms and jn the earlier

schools the parents furn:i.shed the pupIls desks •

.lHI'Ih"NATEJ{ VIOWIliLY l-.:EETIHG SCHOOLS2
Whitewater 'monthly Yileetinf5 as it was orisinally organized in
1809

W~3

'split' by the SB9aration of the Hicksite branch in 1828.

It seems the following Hicl{si te schools vlere me.:lntai.ned. at different
times , within the limits of the Whitewater comrrlunl ty:

Greenpoint

Boa.rding School, school of Sa.ra.h A.E. Hutten, Friends Academy (la
tel' Had.ley' s academy), and many teF[;1.S in the meeting hmJ.sfj and Year
ly bleet
The

house.
itewat.el' Fr Ands with v·rhom this work is concerned began

thei.r school (as has already been related)in the meeting house,
Eli Jay gave a good sumuary of education in Richmond.:
After the log Meeting House was vacated by the removal of the
to the new brick Yearly hleeting House, it appears to have
been used for school pur.pOSBS till about 1836, when a commodious
brick school house was put up between the two bUilding ••• the
times, employing able, well educs-ted and experienced teachers. This
school was a.ttended by a.dvanced students, many of them coming from
~eeting

1
2

Elva Wood, Correspondence.
Lydla Bi11he:imer, Correspondence.
J. G. Whittier Beard, Correspondence.
Ell Jay, "Whi tevmter !iionth1y Meeting, from 1828 to 1909 in Cen
tennial of ~~itewater Monthly Meeting of the Religious SocietY
of Frienas.
-- --
Robert Randle, Correspondence.
J. W. Chenoweth, Correspondence.
Francis I':1. Robinson, "The History of Whi tewater Monthly Meeting
Held B.t Nor~th A Street" in Centennial of Whi tewater.
Fox, Lem<?J::!~ .o_t: Wayne COurlty .!illd the Ci ty of Richmond, p. 425.
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other parts of the country for that purpose ••. It appears that
school was kept in that house about forty years ••• As the public
scnools of the city became well established there ceased to be a
demand for such a schoel as this, and the house was for a while oc
cupied by one of the city schools, and finally purchased by the
School Board of the city. It was destroyed by fire several years
ago •••• l
Barnabas C. Hobbs, William Haughton, Hiram Hadley, Erastus
Test, and Cyrus W. Hodgin are some noted names found in the list
of Principals.

The school attained the rank of an academy, but,

though doing excellent work, attained no great distinction in that
field because Friends Boarding School, later Earlham Uollege, an
awered that need.

SCHOOLS OF SPICELAND QUARTER
Clear Spring 2 three miles north of Greensboro, had as its
first school house a log building built in 1832.
school house was built.
building in 1859.
period.

In 1836, a

fr8~e

The last school was held in the school

Short terms were held in the church at a later

The first school was taught by Moses Rich.

~ Branch (later Cadiz)~ Was organized a~ a meeting in 1838

and a meeting house was built in 1850.
Cadiz hill.

A school was attempted on

Day school was held for a white in the meeting house

while the school building was being built on the same lot.

1
2

3

In a

Eli Jay, Ope cit.
Henry Painter, "Schools of Spiceland, Quarter ll (unpublished).
Orabell S. Bell, "Clear Spring Meeting" (unpublished).
Seth Stafford, "Clear Spring School" (unpublished).
Henry County History, 1884, p. 650.
Henry Painter, Ope cit.
Henry County HistoEY, 1884, p. 643.
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bout a year, they fcund they had atter.1.pted too much and they
sold to the school corporation of Cadiz. The school remained by the
church for many years.
Greensboro Friends SeTIlinarv
, l was established in 1830 and a
log school house

ViaS

builtin the ninth month. A part of that

original school house still stands and is used as a dwelling. The
snap-shot below, taken by the writer in hpril,1935, shows the old
seminary as it nov! stands, its logs hidden by ':.rea therboarding but
the two doors for boys and girls still in eVidence. In marked con
trast a modern graded school stands across the road. The old
seminary continued as a school until sometime after 1864. It was
Duck Creek Konthly Meeting,at one time the
largest monthly meeting in America.

OLD GREENSBORO FRIENDS

S~.;IN~~Y

AS IT NOW APPEARS (1935)

Henry Painter,op.cit.
Minnie Stafford, "Duck Creek l'lonthly treEt ing", unpublished.
Reminiscences of old residents of Greensboro(fol~ler home of writer).
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Raysville Friends meeting l was established in 1841.

A pri

vate or denominational school was established about the time or
a little bef'ore the meeting was.
the school house.
meeting school.
continued.

The meeting vias f'irst held in

Later, the school was def'initely a monthly
It is not knori'D def':1.ni tely how long the school

Henry Painter said, liThe school hfld a Vlonderf'ul in

fluence cn the neighborhood,

and to quote Edmund 'llhite, an old

II

time Friend$, "It is situated just east of Raysville 1n Henry
County on 8. h:i.ll 8nd cannot be hid - and we ask for j.t that its
rays of Christian llght may shine i'orth as the
may never be hidden from the gaz.~_ng public.

Elm Grove 2_about half'

~

.

WR;r

noon-da~,r

sun EJ.nd

II

between Greensbcro and Kni[J1tstm'm

on the rolling uplands east of Blue River - had a monthly meeting
school for some years.

It is knovm that school

w~s

being held

there in 1859.
Flat Rock,3 f"5_ve miles northeast or Hew Castle had a school
earl:r in the Yearly I'ileoting Ed·l.l.catj.onal c2.r.1I)aign which vIas soon
after 1830.

It is not 1-::no\"1n how long it continued.

John Hutch5.ns

and LizzIe. Underhill were tvIO of the early teacbers.

,iABASH QUAR'l'ER

liThe old brJck school-house" 4 was built in the Friends Com-

Henry Painter, Ope cit.
Hen~T Co~nty History, 1184, p. 874.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Joseph A. Hockett, liThe Old BriCK School House" (unpublished).
Leola Hockett, Correspondence.
WID. Moffet, Interview.
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muni ty three I:lile s southea st of Wabash in 1852, near the m.eetine;
house.

corn~odious

For its day, it was large and

far-reaching plans of its founders.

- the result of

The expense of the bUilding

labout nine hLu1dred dollars) was provided in voluntary subscrip
tions and in donations of labor.

stone and lime for the mortar
fal~

of the foundation were procured from a Friends'

- the lime

for nine cents a barrel, the stones hauled ,dth a yoke of oxen.
The school was sustaJ.ned and teache
The control of the school la
cOl'i'll'aittee.

The original

ith the

pur~')ose

t~.li tion

aid by a
n~hly

fund.

Meeting school

of the founders he.d been to e

ventually eleve,te the school to the ran1-t of an Academy but the
Civil 'J'Iar ard its probleltlS,

situation of the school in the

country and the rapid advancement of the townshij! schools caused
that TJlan to be e.bandcmed, in the early sixties.

The old build

ing and grounds were rented to the trustee until a tOVJl1shj_p schonl
w~.s

built several years

and torn d

e.f~o.

The building has since been sold

The grounds have been

Fri-ends CerfJeter:;r.

incor~)orated

The old school bell which

I

in the lNabash

to.PTJed' the bUilding

had been purche.sed at its erection and formerly used on a canal
boat at Dayton, Ohio.

It is preserved nt the Wabash County His

torical Building as a relic of the past.

SAL~ SCHOOLSI

Salem,

~ear

Lotus, in Union County, had private schools

SaleM ~onthly Me~ting Minutes, 1817 to 1888.
Bertha E. Roberts, Correspondence, School records.
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t~l~pt

by Friends froB 1213 to 1831.

In 1826, a Friend erected

a frame, school house on the lot c.djoining the meGting house and
private

subscri~tion

schools were

~)ccessfully

taught until the

meeting bought the house and lot in 1831, and mainte.ined tho school
as a strictly church school.

Seventy-five was the usual attendancG.

The school house ·was rebuilt in 1835 and made larger.

In the sla

very controversy, a large group of members seceded from t:le ori
ginal body and took the school house as their place of wor'ship,
thus closing it for school purposes.

Elihu GilbeY.'t repaired a

brick blacksmith shop, converted it into a school house and

S1.1C

cessful schools were taught here for three or four years in what
was known as lithe little brick."

In 1845, a private school called

Cedar Grove Seminary was erected where the hi@ler branches were
taught.

This ·was ovmed by Friends but not by the church.

In 1851,

the Friends decided to have a school cor.rqlete1y under church con
trol and erected a bUilding on their ovm property where school was
successfully held until 1880 when the school became a part of the
townshi.t) system.

SCHOOLS OF 'NALNUT RIDGE QUARTER
Walnut Ridge 1 log meeting house and school v/ere established

in 1826 about five miles south of Charlottsville.

1

The school had

Lucy Hill Binford, Correspondence.
Walnut Ridge Qu8.rterly Meeting Committee on Ed.ucation, 1867 to
1869.
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both winter and summer terms.
dred chl1dren attending.

In 1839, they reported one hun

Elisha Hobbs was a teacher for many

years in the early days.
Pleasant View,l about four miles southwest of Chax'lottsville,
bui It

2..

school bui Iding on the corner of the church ground a bout

1830 to 1840.
others

VlHS

Here a subscription school attended by Friends and

held for many years.

The Friends gave up the school in

1866 and the school house was sold.

A new building was erected

near by, by 'civil authorities' and for several years co-operated
with the Friends in mid-week meeting and other matters.

Priscilla

Frieze and William Hill were teachers, well remembered.
~estland2

meeting, six miles southeast of Greenfield, had a

school in its early days which developed into a thriving graded
school.

School was held in the log church for years after its

erection in 1841 and later a .frame bUilding was erected.
western Grove9 also in Westland Monthly Meeting had a school '
but the records of both it 2nd of' Westland meeting were destroyed
by fire and no accurate dates are remembered.

Hardy's Fork4 and

Riverside,5 both in Walnut Ridge Quarter, had schools at least
partially under Friends control but no history can be found.

1
2

:5
4
5

Javid Hastings, Elias Reece, Oscar Reece - Interviews.
!alnut Ridge Quarterly Meeting Committee on Education, 1867 to
1869.
bnanda Cook, Correspondence.
Lucy Hill Binford, Correspondence.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
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WHITE'S MANUAL LABOR INSTITGTEI
In 1852, Josiah White of Philadelphia, pennsylvania gave
to the Indiana Yearly Mooting of Friends $20,000 to be used for
the purpose of educating poor children, irrespective of race or
color, one half of the

~aount

rect the necessary buildings.

to purchase

lan~

the other to e

Since the.t time, Mr. Vfuite's two

daughters have left endowments of about

::~3'7 ,000

and Ebily 3mi th

of Richmond a bequest for the use of the school.
A site was chosen i.n Wabash County where six. hundred and
forty acres of land was bought on the Big Miami Reserve.
ings were erected in 1859.
children began.

Build

In 1884, the education of Indian

There were seventy children in thejfnstitute

that year, fifty-eight of them being Indians.

In 1889, the staff

consisted of a Superintendent, Matron, Assistant Matron,
Governess of Boys' Home, Farmer, Assistant Farmer, Mechanic, Gara
ner, Book-keeper, Cook, Laundress, Seamstress, Music Instructor
two Teachers.

One hundred more acres were purchased in 188'7.

Indian project was abandrmed in 1895 when the Government es
tablished Indian schoo}s; the work now consists of caring for
counties, chilQren from the juvenile courts and from
orphan children.
.red end. fifty

chi~dren

At present there are about two hun

in the Institute.

Seven teachers are em-

The institution is self supporting.

Leola Hockett, IIWhite's Manual Labor Institute. 1I
Green, "History of White's Insti tute."
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ELEr,~Etfl.1ARY

OT

SCHOOLS OF INDIANA YEAItLY L:IEE1l'ING

Arba l school and meeting was early established in the southern
part of Randolph County.

Thomas Parker \'las the first settler in

the community in 1814 and his son, Jesse said:

liThe Friends built

a cabin for school and meeting at Arba in 1815 and a school was
kept in that house during the winter of 1815 to 1816 by Eli Over
man and I was at that school the first day with my 'primer' and
attended during the whole term."

How long the school was continued

is not known.
Jericho2 community, ten miles north of Arba, had a school in
the log meeting house for

severa~

years 1n their

probably sometime between 1816 and. 1830.
Chenoweth said:

ear~y

nistory 

In speaking of it, J. W.

liAs a small lad plowing these fields in which this

original cabin stood used for both church and school, I remember
plowing

throue~

the different colored ground, due to the decaying

reJ'lains of thi s early place of vJOrship and educational center, its
rude corner stones, and the burnt clav that was used in its chlm
ney. II
Lynn 3 in Winchester Quarter and
of the

sro~e

miss~ssinewa4

in the Quarter

name, both had schools but little is kno'Nn of them.

Allen Jay taught in the Mississinewa school in 1854.
Monthly

Meetin~

had a school but

closed about 1863.

J. W. Chenoweth, Correspondence.
Ibid.
Ira Johnson, Correspondence.
Allen Jay, Autobiography, 9. 76.
Cle-rence Votau, Correspondence.

e records are lost.

Chester 5
It was
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SCHOOLS

Ol~

BL[E~

ElVER qUARTER

Lick cree:-::,l near Paoli, was the ea.rliest "luaker settlement
in southern Indiana and the school

wa3

one of the oldest.

under the care of the Monthly Meeting.
it

VI

laid

do~n

It was

AS a Friend salci "Of course,

years ago when public schools crowded it out 

for thus most of the old meeting schools and acader::d.es have; been
forced to cl03e. 1I2
Sand Creek,3 in the southern part of Bartholomew County had a
Quarterly Meeting and it is known that several terms of school
were tau@1t in the thirties in the Friends' meeting house, by wil
11~

Iillott,

Horatio~Treakle

ana others.

Other schools were heLd

near the Friends' meeting house but it is thought that they were
not strictly Friends t schools.
SCHOOLS OF WHITELICK QUARTER
The first Friends' school in the Bethe1 4 neighborhood Vias a
bout two and one-half miles southwext of Mooresville and was
SnllJhur Springs.

.callec~

In 1842, a f'ram f3 meeting house VIas buj.lt on Be

thel hill about three miles southwest of Mooresville and soon a
school was built by the church.
was then abandoned.

1

The old school at Sulphur Springs

In 1860 a new sehool house was built.

Thls

Albert Copeland, Correspondence.
William Lindley, Correspondence.
Albert Copeland, Correspondence.
Ibid.
Almira Hadley, ! Brief History of ~ooresville and Vicinity,
(pampplet) •

James ana lLnn Harvey, Re~iniscences.
Emma Henderson, Correspondence.
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was a district school but the Friends were asked to exercise the
same control as formerly.

For years, this continued as a well

knovrn elementary Friends' school with two teachers in the winter
term.

The

sun~er

term was usually a sUbscription school.

was greatest in the sixties and seventies.

Its fame

Many from a distance

boarded in the community to have adventage of the school.

William

Thompson and Joseph Poole were well remembered teachers of the
fifties and sixties.
SCHOOLS OF F'AIRF'IELD QUARTER

Easton,l now ';",lest Nev/ton, had a school established under the
control of Fairfield Monthly Meeting about 1827.
was Benjamin Puckett, who was also a minister.

The first teacher
The Fairfield Mon

thly Meeting Committee on Education in 1836 reported the school in
session with twenty-six scholars.

The Fairfield Quarterly MeetinB

Committee on Education in 1871 reported the school in session with

a graded school and an attendance of one hundred and thirty-five.
There were three teachers for the primary,

inte~~ediate

and Bram-

Cyrus Horton and John D. Hayworth taught the
SChool through the late sixties and early seventies.

The Minutes

Fairfield QUarterly Meeting Cormnj_ttee on OOucation since
1874 are not Qvailable and no record of the closing of the school
It is knovm that it was merged with the public schools
Iystem, but the date is not known.

nutes, Fairfield Quarterly Meeting Committee on Education,
1868 to 1873.
-Dr. Paul L. Haworth, InterView.
William Furnas, Correspondence.
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Beech Grove school l under the care of Beech Grove (now Valley
Mills) Monthly Meeting was a noted school in its day and verged on
high school standing.

The building of which we have a record was

built in 1854 and was closed in the seventies.

Its

c~reer

was not

long but two school masters from New England, Pleasant Bond and Gil
bert Pinv..ham, made it a schoc'} of high t3tartding; the enrollment in
1870 was seventy-seven.

It became a township school still under

direction of Friends and continued so foir' some time.
Bru.shwood,2 about three miles southeast of Bridgeport was un
the Care of the Beech Grove Monthly

'~jeeting.

In the Ivlinutes

f the Monthly Meeting from 18'70 to 1874, it was given as a flou

rishing school with from forty-four to fj.fty pupils.

It may have

been under Friends 1 control with township teachers at that time,
no such statement is made in the records.
other schools of Fairfield Quarter were Center,3 Lickbranch,4
_nion Schoolhouse,S No. 1,6 and No. 6.'7

h:

~-

Not much history is known

their oention in the Minutes of their respective
eatings which gives meager

info~nation.

Beech Grove Monthly Meeting.

Center and No. 1 were

Lickbranch and Union School-

were under Fairfield Monthly hieeting.
not held continuously.

The school at Lick-

The last three, or at least

.1 and No.6 were probably controlled jointly with the toymship.

Fairfield ("lUarterly lJIeet:Lng COlDr:tlttee on :E:ducation, 1868.
Beech Grove Monthly Meeting, 18'75~188'7.
inutes, Beech Grove Monthly Meeting of Women Friends, 18'71-1890.
Dora Littler, Correspondence.
Ibid.
Laura Mattern, Correspondence.
m~tes, Beech Grove Monthly rieeting of Women Friends, 18'71-18'72.
nutes, Fairfield Monthly Meeting Committee on Education, 1833.
6, and '1 Ibid.
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SCHOOLS OF

FLAINFD~LD

QUlmrrBR

Plainfield schooll in the Yearly Meeting Grounds was in use
sometime before 18'75, for in that year the "little abandoned school
house II was used for a subscription school by Elva T8.ylor (now ~lrs.
Amos Carter) and her sister, Anna.
sixty-five.

The enrollment that

S1~~er

was

Other subscription schools may have been held but no

monthly meeting schools were held at a later date.

A few of the

earlier teachers were Nrros Ratliff, Elma Fletcher and a master by
the name of Cook.
In 1865, Brid~port2 meeting built a new meetinr: house, and the
old one was converted into a schoolhouse for a monthly meeting
The average enrollment was fifty.

It was discontinued

because of lack of attendance and filnds.
In the sixties, schools \'Iere held in the meeting house of the
Friends in Indianapo1is 3 and also in a. small frame school
near the Spri?~4 meeting house (near Arno).
little

histo~T

Beyond bare men

has been fow1d of either.

-

Mill creek5 h2.d an elementa.ry school 'lillich ,'las taken over by

Conservative Friends at the time of the separation in 18'75.
a Boarding School which continued. until both church
~d.

down.

ield Preparative Meeting, 1866-1881.
1jlnutes, P1tP-nfield :'onthly Meeting, Women Fri er>ds, 1868-1895.
_va Carter, Correspondence.
Minutes, COJrl.mi ttee on Education of Bridgeport Honthly Eeeting.
Dinah Welborn, Correspondence.
Elva Carter, Gorrespondence.
u Wood, Correspondence.
lIen J. Wilson and. t:innie Anderson; Correspondence.
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Suvar Grove,l tv:o miles south of Plainfield, ha.d a schoel
from t.he

earlL~st

times in the saIne grove as the meeting :house.

After the separation, this ,too, was continued as a Conservative
school and so kelJt un until 1929 or 1930.
SCHOOLS OF' 1,

LON'DO~

QUARTER

L~~n school,2 two miles east of Russiaville, was started at a

bout the same time Lynn meeting was established.

The date of be

ginning has been lost but the school wa2 in progress some eighty
years ago.

At first, a schoolhouse wa

ings p1so.

Later the buildings were separate.

uilt and used for Meet
~'he

school was la

ter transferred to tovmsn1.p coneL'ul.
In l1e\'! Salem3 ri10nthly Meeting, a school

':.'13.8

of tb.e :leetinf.!: house under care of the Monthly
ported b

bl:tc

ds.

h81d in one end

~Jeeting

though sup

The school Was transferred to the cere of

the public system in 1874 when a no,

entin.g house 'Has bull t.

Re

serve 4 and Pleasant JIil1 5 J,ionthiy Nleetings oath bad school at one
time.
SCHOOLS OF

THORl~OvnIQUfl~~TER

(formerl~r

Goncord)

Susar River schoolS was esta.b1ished 'under Suga.r Hi ver j,Ionthly

1836.

The meetin

ras discontinued in

1875

~nd

}:Iinnj.e Anderson, Correspondence.
Lili th FarIO"J, "History of New London Quarterly :\leeti
Harlo\'l Lindll~Y, "origin e.nd Grovlth, etc." (thesis).
Leota Lindley, Correspondence.
4, and;) Ibid.
Harlo\'] Llndley, "Origin e.nd Growth, etc." (thesis).
C. W. Pritchard, Corres90ndence.
Rachel Rich, Correspondence.
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school

Wa~

laid

do~~

several Y0ars before tilat time.

Center schooll t\'w and one half m.iles east of the present
site of Darlington, \'la.s established in 1838 and continued until
1872:.

Harvey Thomas, the founder of Bl-:)(jIDingdHle Acaden:,"") taught

here about 1845

en he was usj

~ne ca~u~ity

as his

tenporar~

larter's for the Eanual Labor Institute, Iater Bloomin¢dale ,:.:,.Ce,
demy.
Gravelly ~ school? six miles east of Crawfordsville, VIas
established in 1840.

It is not known how

lon~

it continued.

All

three or these schools were under the care of SUGar River Monthly
l£eet:i.ne; and each school stood beside the meeting hou,se of its
name.

All were laid

dO~TI

before 1880.

Walnut Grove schoo1 3 stood beside Walnut Grove Iiieeting house
and wa.s under the direct control of Sugar Plain Monthly h:eetlng.

In 1869, school was held in a frame school building which stood
just south of the meeting house.

The meeting house and school

were connected wi th a raised board \'Talk, for the convenience of
school attendance at mid-week meeting.
Thorntown4 meeting had an elementary school for only a short
time.

The dates seem to have been lost.

It was under the ca.re of

Sugar Plain Monthly Meeting.

1

Harlow L:tndley, "0r igion and Gro\'jth of Educat:ton among Friends
in Western Indiana,1l (thesis).
C. VI. pri tch~rd, Corr8s~)ondence.
Harlow Lindley) 0p. cit.
Rachel Rich, ~orrespondence.
Harlow Lindley, Ope cit.
Rachel Rich, Correspondence.
Susie Woody, Correspondence.
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OTHER ELE1uEN'l'ARY SCHOOLS OF

WEST:~N

YEARLY MEETING

Union Grovel Meeting in Union, ~ow Westfield, Quarter was
established in 1868.

A school under the direction of Friends but

financed by public funds was tau2,nt in the meetlng house for two
winters, in the early seventip.s.

A township school, still under

Friends' supervision, was soon after bUilt on the adjoining lot.
In 1894, a new meeting house was built farther north and the name
changed to LaJ11ong.

A two room brick school house was built on an

adjoining lot but it is not known how much the school came under
the direction of the church.

It has long sInce been discontinued.

Hopewell,2 a ~~onthly l:Ieeting school in Vermillion Quart.er was
established about 1822 or 1823 in what was known as the "lot/er set
tlement."

The school continued until 1842 and later was re-estab

11shed in 1853 or 1854 but was laid down again in 1850.

Other

schools in Vermillion Quarter, including Vermillion Academy were
in Illinois and therefore not included in this study.
Hinkle Creek 3 and West Grove4 both in west Grove Q~arter had
schools in their earlier history.
In

addition~~he schools n~ed,

the

histo~J

of

~le

elementary

schools connected with the academies and seminaries are given in
the next chapter.

Their history is 'one and the same' and will

therefore be glven together.

L. E. Milligan, Correspondence.
Hester, "History of Hopewell Quarterly !,~eeting" (thesis).
Harlo·"" Lindley, "Origin 3.nd Growth, etc."
ilton C. Beals, Corresrondence.
bid.
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HUIIU3ER OF FHIEJIDS' SCEO CLSWI'T'HI.i,) THE LIlllITS
OF INDIANA YBAaLY GEETTj,}(";·~1834 - 1869
(Reported by Quarters)
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The Quarters mal'ked '\rJ in 1858 are those which withdrew in that
year to make up Western Yearly Ilfeeting. Their records con
tinue on tbe next page.
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'Jastern Yearly tieeting, set W) in 1858, \7aS composed ori ginally
of Blue Hiver;mnitelick, Western, Union, and Concord
Quarterly r:leetings. S-chools in these ~uarters prior to
1858 will be. sho~m in the chart of Indiana Yearly Neeting.

Iro report of the number of schools \"las Ci VGn the Yearly meeting
after 1874. As can be seen by the chart, the number VTaS
cli.nunishing. V!ithin the next few yea.rs, all the schools
except the academies were 'laid down'.

NU¥BER OF CHILDREN IN FRIENDS' SCHOOLS IN INDIANA
AND WESTERN YEARLY MEETING, 1834 to 1870.

,
Year

,

,

,

0.;
Fr. Schools
Number

1834

,

,

2868

1835

,,

3327

1836

,,
,,
,,

3476

1837
1838

Chi] dren ,

Taught* ,

by Firs.

~

,

Year'

,

,

,
,
,
,
t

,
,
,
,
,
,
,

3213

,'

3483

1859

,'

3130

2215

1860

'

3265

3966

,'
,,
,'

3313

2634

3440

2861

2807

1258

1864 "

,

3000

1384

1866

,'

No cpmp1ete report

'

3074

,'

2952

'

2656 (last complete report)

!

1861
1862

t

3320

1840

,

1564

2630 , '

1841

,,

1954

2354

,,
,,

1696

3103

1302

,,

2491

,

2655

,,
,"
,,

3037

,,
,,

3379

2642
3267

2758

1863

t

,
,
,
,,

1866

,

,

1868

,,

1869

,'

1277(in 'Western Yr.Mtg~

,,
,
,

1870

,

,

1138 ( "

"

II

1871

'

1162( "

"

"

'

No report.

,

1867

1872

,

3551

,,

3556

,,
,,
,,

3314

,

4026

4125
3908

3828
3752

Number of Children
Fr. Schools # Taught by Frs.

1858

t

3626

1249

1839

,

,
,
,
,
,
,
,

,
,
,
,
,
,
,
,

'
'

'

)
)

I

*

,

Where two numbers are given, the
£irst is the number of children in
Monthly Meeting Schoo1s;the second is
the nwnber in other schools "taught
by Friends ll •
It is interesting to note that
the 1840 Census gives 48,189 child
ren in attendance in school in
Indiana. According to the Yearly
~eetin3 report,more than 4000 of
the 48,000 were in schools contro~ed
by Friends. Not enough to make such
a large per centage but enough to
'leaven the loaf'.
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CHAPTER IV
THE HIGHER BRANCHES
S~JINARIES

Not
Not
The
Has

~rD ACAD~£IES

vainly the gift of its founder was made
prayerless the stones of its corner werp laid;
blessing of Him whom in secret they sought,
owned the good work which the fathers have wrought.
John G.Vfuittier - written of
Friends' School at Providence, R.I.

The Friends· academies and seminaries, as well as the Friends
elementary schools have all been 'laid down t but,

8.S

John Greenleaf

':1hi ttier said, the gifts of their founder~: have not been in vain.
They were founded with primarily the same :)urpose as the elemen
tary schools - to give Friends' children :'11e advantages of an edu
cation under the supervision of the church.
higher learning did not have

prepara~ion

object - preparation for life was morp-

The first schools of

for college as a primary

i~~ortant

and desirable.l

As college loomed more important in the educational field as years
brought developments and as the elementary system of schools was
gradually taken from the hands of the church by the free schools,
the whole attention of the Society was centered on the secondary
schools which field was still left open to them and seemed impor
tant in its administration.
The seminaries and schools of higher learning were, for the
r

most !>art, outgrowths of the school beside the meeting house.
to a particularily flourishing school would come a teacher with

1

Jones, Later Periods, II, 684.

In
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kno'.vledg,G of some higher studies.

Older students became inter

ested in what the teacher knew and, in the little schoolhouse,
could be seen a cle.ss in Natural Philosophy, Algebre., Geometry,
German or some other e.dvanced subject, reciting 'alongside' the
chart class.

Year by year, each teacher taught the advanced work

which they knew until finally a demand grew for a department of
advanced work. l

This was usually easily arranged, for by that

time if the school still prospered there were too many students
for one teacher.

Two rooms were provided, a teacher capable or

teacn1ng n1gher branches was procured and - a seminary or attademy
was

1~ounded,

in reality if not in name. 2

Many of these schools

never took on a name designating their higher standing as:

west

Union School, Dover Monthly Meeting school, New London Quarterly
Meeting School, Rush Creek School and others.

Others founded la

ter merely took the state name of high school as:
SChool and Union High School.

Spicewood High

But all served the ssme purpose re

gardless of name.
No definite date can be given for the beginning of the estab
lishment of acadenies as has been
Hahed; they grey,!.

sho~~.

So many were not estab-

Smith asserted that the academy began nowhere

in particular and ended no where in particular; that it· frequently

overlapped to a considerable extent both the elementary school and
the college and prepared for life as well as for school. 3

In con

tent, his statement is true but it seems more fitting to say that

H.enby, Ope cit.
Minutes, Dover Monthly Meeting, 1870.
F. w. Smith, "The High School, II p. 328.
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the Fri.ends' academies did begin and end sonewhere.

They began

in the schools beside the meeting house and in the aspirations of
the Friends that their children have the best of educational advan
tages; they ended in the great

hig~

school system of the state.

They bege.n in the sS.criflces and efforts of their founders and end
ed - not because the zeal of tileir founders wavered or faltered but
because changing conditions superceded then with the high school.
So, although no definite date can be given for their

establi~h-

ment, the span of a century from the early years of the nlneteenth
century to 1923 marks the period of their eXistence. l
rished as did other acadeffiies in the
Civil War when the

thou~pts

pa~ay

academy days

They flou
~fter

the

of the nation in general were turned to

higher learning and then the church, freed from the burden of com
mon schools by the state, turned her

~hcle

attention to secondery

education.
The attitude of the Society toward secondary education is
shown in the following extracts from the reports on the Corr©ittees
on Education of both the Western and Indiana Yearly Meetings.

In

1881, the Indiana Yearly Meeting Connnittee reported:
Another startling fact in these reports is the very small num
ber in studies above the connaon school grade - less tha~ six per
cent of our membership of school age. The number of those pursuing
such studies reported 285 - is the s arne as ten years ago, ....l hile our
membership has ip.creased 20 per cent, and the facilities for pur
uing advanced studies in a still greater ratio. If thJs is true 
and it seems diffic1)~t to doubt it in the face of stati stics - the
mere mention of the fact ought to suggest the duty and responsibili ty

1923, closing year of Fairmount, last of Fri ends' Acadenie s in
Indiana.
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of the Society in the case. Are we
ourselves for the place we oU8~t 00
ous body, when only one in six of
either advanced or advancln~ beyond

doing our duty in preparing
occuyy in the world as a reli
those between 15 and 21 are
cornmon 3chool studies?

But vlhere shall our children pursue such studies, and how
shall they be incl ted to do so? At rnany schools in our Yearly
eeting, rea11y controlled by Friends, such a s Carthage, Spice
land, Rich Square, Arn.boy and M:t ssissinewa, the cbance is offered
and inducements held ou.t for our young people to take up more ad
vanced stu.d.ies. Doubtless the facilities in these places need
to be increased and made more substantial 8.nd extended to ma.n~l
other places, but by far a greater need is that our entire mem
bership should be mad.e to feel the very great importance of better
dllcat:t.on and more thorough culture, 2.nd that, in some way, our
young people should be set on fire with a zeal to obtain them at
whatever cost or labor. This is the great work needing to be done
in our Society now ••••
It seems to us that these two things should be specially press
OU.r attention:
the necessity of the more thorough education
of our young people, and ths.t this education should be in schools
der the control of Friends as far 8.S possible. l

ea U})on

The report of the ii'.lestern Yearly

l.~eeting

CoI!ID1ittee in 1884

is in like trend: 2
••• The im~erative duty of the church, which is now so widely
conceded, to provide a higher grade of education for its members,
carries us b~yond the limitation of these conditions and places
directly upon us the responsibility of uenomlnstional education
8S a filnd~ental principle in the Society.
As the prima.ry schools have been absorbed by the public S~TS
tern, our obligations with respect to higher educB.tion ha.ve been
incree.sed, and iXl the ei'fort to meet the se obligations the pre sent
gratifying stage of advancement has b0en reached. ~Tom one high
school in the Yearly Meeting - Bloomingc:ts.l e Ac ad er.J.y - at the be
gillI1 in g of this organization (1858) there 8_re now thre e excellent
acad.emles under the exclusi.ve me..nagerr.ent of Quarterly l',Ieet:tngs,
and three others of equal strength and effj_clency, which, to all
intents and purposes, are Friend's' Schools. Not only is it ex
ected that these institutions shall be under the management of
teachers thoroughly educated for their profession, and of the most
proncunced Christian character, but that a pOGitj.ve religious in

ainutes, Indiana Yearly Meeting, 1881.
inutes, western Yearly Meeting, 1884.

?6

luence sball characterize all tb.e training and associations of
the pupils. The study of the Bible is a regular and pronlinent part
of the curriculum and devotional exercises, in ways adapted to the
circumstances, are made a part of the daily progrlli1~e.
Ln sc

-j

7-ing these schools, r:lUch t.hat has been

3

aid of

the elem;:mtary schools is applice.ble to the hi[:)J.er brancb.es also.
Their beginnin.cr.s were identical.

Their supervision b;t the

1~onth-

lv or Quarterly Meeting Comr.1i ttee 'Was the sane - with the exception
that the academies were, of course, much more of a responsibility
than the

s~aller

schools and were usually the care of the Quarter

ly Meeting instead of the Monthly Meeting, or even of more than one
Quarterly Meeting as Was Central Ac
ton of

attendin~

mid-week meet·

W8~S

at Plainfield. l The cu.s
pr-evs.lent in the higher schools

as in the lower except in those founded at a later date and situated
apart from the meeting house.

Bloomingdale Academy observed the

custom until the opening years of the twentieth century.2
things- the beginnings, the control, the customs - spuKen
preceding

c.hap~er wil.l.

a bae

ound

All these
01'

in the

not be rei t(;!rated here but must be kept in
'ust whicb tbe academies stand out as a

reate:r accomylisb.ment along the scholastic level - not

DS

a greater

accomplishment in basic results.
The instruction in :b.J.gher branches 81ven In the 'cornmon'
which instituted the academies need not be s!.)olcen of here
sar..1e enviroru.nent surrounded it as sur!'ounded the schools

Catalogue, CentraL Acaderny,1883 to 1884.
Catalogue, Bloomingdale Acade~J, 1895 to 1896.

'77
already S3°Joken of'.

But there da\'med a day in Friends h:i_story

v!hen they Viere the proud possessors of' some tv:enty
m:l nB 1"0"

schools throu

they v.'er'8

proud 1.possesso:rs i

t

which spoke

and by t

lIt

t

r

tone of' all

~

ut the state of' IndIana.
1.1K·"

c.ated by the
ge of'

rr

o speak cf the aca

They were rightfully uroucJ..

8-cHdei~ies,

re~oort

se-

That

quotedJ.

nc e:n.ent,

It

ies of those days.

'J:l1G leaders of

,'TO; el1..d ~\

Church

(for as ,such it came to be kno"m as 7rear advanced) knew the sacri
fice and. e:ffort behind the bUildin8 and endowment of each indlvi
dual school.

They knevi

erlods of uncertainty, the problems

of management and other difficulties - the results were gratif'ying.
The acC

anying map is given to show the approxlma.te loca

tion of the Friends secondary schools.

All which taught some hig

her studies have not been included for, as was stated, no definite
line can be drawn between
histo~r

schools in Friends

cot:mlon and

but the most prominent are indicated.

H0wever, in aue jus

tice to the founders it should be said that oft tlme s as much cre
dlt belongs to the founders and Dromoters of the short-lived school
as to the one which had a. pro speroug life.

Their efforts ':!ere c

qually as faithfu.l but external conditions Vleree. dectding factor,
For instance, the locat:~on of

somet-'Lmes in oppo 8i to directions.

the academy in a t1:1ribin8 community dec:i_ded its future.

Spice-

Fairmount Academies both grey! because of tuition and
__rni.9hed by the:l.r communi ties. 2

f.. t

SIJicewood High School

eet"
884.
Kinutes, Western Yearl
Drar;er, Ope cit •.
cotton, lIPairmount Academy" in Education in Indi a:'la,
~
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on

&1113

other

ncS. decllned because the Sheridan h:l.C:h school dre"""

the chi.ldren of the cor!lll1uni ty.l
The homes of the academie8 - the buildings in which they lived
\"lent through the Same stages of transition a.s did all the other
deDB..rtments.

The Camer:=. and kodak were little used in earlier days,

and no pictures of the first bUildings are ava.ilable.

However,

Henry Painter of Spiceland with the aid of old residents had a se
ries of plates dra\'m of the consecutive school buildings of Fr:).ends'
schools in ::>picels.nd.

Much care

'/o18.S

taJ<en to make the plates as

nearly correct as J:1emory and records coulq,fnake them.

Some of these

pictures a.re reproduced in :9hotostat on the following pages.a
They are :tnteresting not so much as an idd5.vidual 3chool but be
cause they are typical of the bUilm_ngs of the different periods
throufPout the years.
school.

The log cabin was tile first home of many a

The second plate, the old log church converted into

school, might have been in several
many instances.

cOI~runities

a

for it was true in

The plate of the next bUilding, a frrone one story

structure, cannot be found.

Plate III is t.he transition period 

grotling from a school into an academy.

Funds were not available

for a brick building so the founders built according to their
f:lea.ns.

This

build~tng

eO. and used for the

eren into Plate IV which in time we.s discard

'con~on

branches'.

Plate V was 'for that time'

a pretentious building which soon grew into larger quarters, Plate

VI.

1
2

The nodern building which was the home of tb.e Acadeny at its

Jehu Reagan, Correspondence.
Through courtesy of Luther O. Draper, Spiceland, Indiana and
Lovell Stafford, TIew Castle, Indiana.
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I First school-house.Built in 1827.
II Old meeting house converted into school house in 1832. Used
until 1835 when one story frame house(not shown)was built.
II Built in 1859.A brick building was intended but sufficient
funds were not BU~scrlbed.

78ii

~J

un

IV Old Frame Academy. Made by addition to No. III during Civil
War days. Later housed townahip common school.

V First brick building. Erected 1872 with assembly and two
class rooms below and auditorium above.

VI Spiceland Academy,1879-l9l3. Made by addition across east
end of No.V.

VII Spiceland Academy at its close. Erected 1914.
Now township high school building.

EAnLH,Ul COLLEGE,
~**.~"*,,~~a********':"",*******il

Mfl*H**·a**H********~" .... ~*~;":}1HF:<-

Earlham College as seen in its early days. At present,
Earlham Ha11,dormitory for girls.
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'demise' is shown in Plate VII.

Though pictures of one certain

communi t;l, they are typical of' all.

Every forr:1er ,gtudent can find

in some plate a. likeness of the :3chool which they attended.
In chara.cter, these schools approached the atmosphere of the
small colleee of today.

They were not exclusive; but the student

in them felt himself a member of a privileged group, and was proud
to be a ps.rt of that group.

The life approached that of the present

day college campus for many of the students were froIn a

dis~ance

and boarded either in boarding houses provided by the school or in
the community.

One student who was not a Friend sald of the Friends'

home in which he boarded, lilt was ruled. over by one of the most
beautiful charac tel'S I have ever kncwn; - a· dear old Quaker lady too
advanced in years to do the

housekeepin~

spiritual life of the family centered.

tasks but aboat vroom the

It was a beautiful home and

influence on my life is probably far more than I realize."1
boarding houses tried to er.ru.late that saIne atmosphere - and
in perhaps a. lesser degree, did succeed in being
Christian homes of a high tY:Je.
same bu:1.1ding

Sometimes, the bos.rd:Lng fa.cili ties
B.

s the study rooms, as in South

The matron and superintendent of the house were
husband and wife with the husband also an instructor in the
As can be imagined, these boarding houses were the scenes
prized association and often of

Grover Van Duyn, Interview.

ro~using

incidents.

Memories
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are recalled of pran1-cs after the order of 'lights out' for boys a.nd
girls were boys and girls even though of s. sedate Quaker ancestry.
Willia.m 'Moffit, at one time teacher in South ';labash Academy
and superintendent of the boys boarding school remembered many
such pranks of 'his boys.'

As told in the history of the school,

the school bUild.tng, a large bUilding once used for a sanitarium
housed the school and boarding house.

Especia~ly

school of its bell which topped the building.
students bed-time, the bell began to ring.
hang in the vestibule undisturbed.

proud was the

One night after the

The bell rope however

Peering into the night, he re

alized it would be useless to go into the school yard to hunt the
'culprits' so he ascended the stairs, climbed

u~

the ladders into

the attic, gained the roof, sldnned along the cone of the roof and
broke the string which the b

d attached to the bell.

All this

had to be accomplished in utter darkness and he gave an anusine
picture of the 'professor' of the academy astrid.e the cone of the
high bUilding, but the boys were silent as to the participants in
the scheme and did not attempt the prank again.

That he ignored

the incident instead of giving a reprimand shows that even some
of the earlier tee.chers l{new a Ii ttle of child psychology.l
As for moral instruction, no opportunity was lost to lend a
moral cast to a lesson.
on pafle

The Western Yearly Meeting Minute cited

, states that "a positive religious influence shall

characterize all the training and associations of the pupils."2

1

2

William offit, Interview.
stern Yearly Heeting, 1884.
Minutes,
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In the western Yearly Meeting a new question was added to the Re
port on Education which read:
instruction. 1/1

trGi ve status of religi ous and moral

In 1894, Bloomlngdale Academy answered

th1.lS:

"Morn

ing exercises, recitations and all kinds of work are saturated .nth
moral and religious instruction." 2
ate word.

I

Saturated' is a ver"J appropri

Every phase of the life of the Friends' academy was bUilt

around moral instruction.

It was for that, that the academy lived.

It was for that, that the church strove to keep them alive.

As late

as 1900, Bloomingdale Academy continued the custom of attending mid
week meeting. 3

In all the academies and seminaries the moral side

was clearly and constantly stressed.
A page from the catalogue of Friends' Bloomingdale Academy for
the year ending sixth month, 1863 gives an insight into academy
school life of that time.
teresting.

The following items seem especially in

From the catalogue of Bloomingdale Academ~T, 1863:

BOARD
Costs from ~1.50 to $2.00 per weex. wany young men and women
have greatly curtailed their expenses by labor. The supply of work
at a fair price, is generally equal to the demand for it.
An ax
man can generally finct work at all seasons at a fair price.
GENERAL DU'llIES
Each student is required to be furnished with a Bible.
The school is required to attend Bloomfield Meeting of Friends
in the middle of the week.
The Course of study is determined by the Teachers, and no
change is permitted but by their consent.
Boys are requireQ to use ~at$ ~s their entire head-dress.
The trustees are ~utborized to exclude such things as are clear
ly objectionable.
All students are expected to be re@llar in their attendance

1
2
3

~J.nutes, Western Yearly Meeting, 1890.

Ibid, 1894.
Ibid, 1900.
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of Religious meetings.
::ilembe:r's of the Society of Friends are expected to conform to
such style of dress as is cmrrmonly approved by Friends.
The Trus
tees having cha.rge of the school feel desirous that care should be
te.·{en to have those ap:;l~rinr.; for entry sui ta.bly attired before com
ing to school.
ADnI SSI ON R1TLES
1. lmy student applying for adll1ission, who is not knovm by the

Trustees or Tea.chers, will be required to produ.ce a recommendation
trom responsible persons, of' his good moral character.
Should any
one enter scl100l without such recommendation, with assurance that
it Can be had, and failing, at the end of one month to produce it,
may be dismissed, but his a~Lissi6n fee will not be refunded.
2. Any one ~nown to keep or play at cards, to participate in
or attend a dancing or musical play, to take intoxicating drink
as a beverage, or to swear profanely, shall be dismissed from the
.chool by the Principal as soon as such information 1s known, and
tudents so dismissed shall not re-enter only by pe~nission of the
frustees. 1
This note on government in the catalogue of 1895-1896 shows
academies had traveled far fron the eerlier t-h.ought of the birch
as a 'stimulant':
GOVERl
We believe that manhood is more than scholarsh19, and by every
power, we strive to render attractive w~atever tends
o self reliance, to industry, to bonesty, to self control, to p~
triotic citizenship, to any c[~rdin&l virtue, Christian:i_ty the sum
at them all. We believe that he only is governed in any true sense
of the word who governs himself. The ri~lt is popular in our school.
'If you want men to be worthy of trust, trust them' are the words of
• great preacher. This is true, as well, of boys and girls.
An ap
eal to the student's hnnor to his higher and better natu.re, discov
rs his self respect, his respect for the rights of oth~rs, and
serves all TJurpose.s of the sehool. D.W. Dennis.
The harmony ex:tst:lng between the student,9 and the faculty is
Cases of discipline or serious
lsorder are a.lmost unknown. 2

very thing that could be desired.

The Catalogue of l"airmount Academy for 1886-1887 gives the fol

oWing note on d1scipline:

Catalo?ue, Bloom~ngdale Academy, 1863.
Ibid, 1895 to 1896.
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The object of 'ella instit'ution is to give thoroue:.h tr~Ltning of
the mental 1'0',1ers, to establj.sh students in !l2.bits of eelf-relia~ 8
and industry, to inculcate mor'al and religious instructions, to
ass! st those who may come under' 1 ts influence in beccrning their ovm.
sters.
In view of the above the institution has ado~:ted for its go
vern.T1ent the 1'01] oWing requisi tions:
Re@llarity.
No iL~norality.
Punctuali ty.
Cbservance of all required study ho·urs.
These regulations are not intended to restrict the student
from an proper li.berties, but to assist him in forr.1ing desirable
habits.

1

The followin
10t~e

1'e taken from the General Items in the c8.ta

of Spicleand Academy for 1880 - 1881:

The government of the school is based u!)on the idea that man
hood is more than scholarship, and that self-respect and self-con
trol', on the part of the student, are import an t fac tOl'S in the forma
tion of character. Greater stness is laid upon thoroughness of in
struction and accuracy of knowledge, than upon rapidity of advance
ment ••••
The managers of the school 8.re very careful to make this an
insti tution in which students who llre away fror.1 home and :its re
straints, will be surrounded by good, moral influences, a.nel in
this they have the co-operation of the citizens of the village ••••
There no beer, liquor, or billiard sa.loons in the village.
No student whose influence is kno~m to have a corrupting ten
dency, will be retained in the school.2
So

~overned

with principles such as these the academies strove

to Carry out their purpose.
frowned l.l7,:lon.

"Any-thing that approached imr!lor'al was

There was a safe, sane relleious flavor to everything

a.lthough .nothing

Vl8.B

sectarian.

itr. religion and sacredness.

The opening exercises wer'e fj.lled
There was constant reference to those

made the school possible," said a Spiceland Academy
graduate of 1906. 3

Catalogue, Fairmount Academy, 188e~1887.
Catalogue, Spiceland Academy, 1889-1890.
Grover Van Duyn, Interview.
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The teachers of the academies as well as the supervising com
mittees were responsible for this atmosphere.

As in all

Quako~

schools the teachers were cllosen with consideration of their CL.:L"is
tian charDcter as well as their intellectual qualifications.

It

Was indeed a rare exception when their influence was not of the best
and such a one \'las speedily dismissed by the cor1li:ittee.

The stu

dents could truly look to their instructors for examples of the mo
rals tausT.l.t them.
In a11 the schools, study hours were strict1y observed and
rules concerning bedtime \'.1ere str5_ctl;r en:['oI'ced.

In Thomas New-

lin's f:trst years as prIncipal of Spiceland Academy, he· was: a young
man, unmarried and lived at the boarding house as superintendent
of the pays.

The father of the writer was a student there and

one night disobeyed the rules of staying out because there was a
comely Quaker maid in a home nearby in whom he was much interested. l
The hour grew much 1a ter than the boy thought and was approaching
midnight when he slipped across the

c8.r.l~ms

to the boarding house 

an inconceivable hour for a student in a Friends' school to be a
broad.

Imagine his consternation when as he approached the board

ing house another figure loomed from the darkness.
recognition was inevita.ble for they
house.

wer~ just before the boarding

The boy said "Good evening" and "Good evening ll answered the

voice of the young superintendent.
an interesting Quaker maiden.

'Tommy' Newlin bEd also found

The boy expected a

but none was forthcoming - for it seems the

1

A meeting and

Ear~:3ha.ll

N. Hittle, Reminiscences.

seve~reprimand

su~erintendent

felt
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rules hI did not obey should not be enforced on others.

So the

spirit ?f fairness permeated the institutions.
The salary of the teachers was of course much less than the
present scale of 'Ii/ages.

Also, the aalaries in the earlj.er academy

period were much less than in later days.
at

~estfield,

in 1861, John R. Hubbard

~as

In the Union High School
engaged as teacher to

principal and teach the subjects usually IJUrsued in an a

serve

cademic course of instruction inchtding the Latin and Greek Lan
guages and higher mathematics, also, give occasional lectures on
subjects connected with the course of instruction. l

He was en-

Eaged to teach one and two-thirds scholastic years - three se3
sions to

8.

year - fourteen 'l/eeks to a session for the sum of only

~llOO.OO which made a monthly sal~ry of about

$60.00.

At the same

time, an assistant was engaged for $15.00 (a woman),2 so it Can
be seen the v1age scale varied, as also varied the opini.:on of the

respective value of the services or men and women teachers.

In

the popular Ridge Seminary, in the same period, Isaac Jones was
paid $75.00 Der month.3
The qualificEtions of the teachers were very good indeed.
Many were colleGe graduates and in tbe catalogues it is indicated
that some had their :Master l s degree. 4

r;!any who were not graduates

well prepared for teacbing.
The curriculum became broader as time went on.

The following

Mary Baldwin, "Union High school," (unpublished).
Ibid.
L. J. Syraons, Correspondence.
Catalogues, Spiceland, Fairmount, Bloomingda.le, Central Acs.o.er:,ies.
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schedule of studies from catalogues in the yes.rs indj.cated show
the growth of the curriculurL.

It is also to be remembered that

each ace.demy had a t!;raL'il.rlar department and some had a iJrimary de
partment v{hi en. broadened :t ts field.
In the 1863 ca.talofJ;t.1.e of Bloomingdale Academ:'!, when the school
was under the

~)rlnc:i.p8.1sh:l.p

of Barnabas C. Hobbs, the Elementary,

Intermediate and Academic course of study "'las given as follows.

ELmrEHTJ;.RY DEPARTMENT
~pelling

- - - - - - - - '~iting
- - - - Defining - - - - Arithmetic - - - Drawing - - - - Geography - - - Grammar - - - - primary Philosophy
Composition - - Price - - -

ReEl.ding

- - Gmmnere
- - School Fri end
~

-



-

Webster

Ray
Colton and Fitch, Int.
Brown
Parker
$5.00

rIIDDIE COGRSE
Arithmetic - - - Geography - - - Grammar - - - - ~
H:istory of U. S. Natural Philosophy

Dre.'wing

- - Ray
- - Colton and Fish
-~ - Brown
- - Goodrich and \'111son
- - Parker

- - 

Physiology - - - - -  Cutter
{ay's First Lesson
Algebra - - De s. As trono!IYJT - - - - Smith and Burritt
Composition
.50
Price - , - - -

.CP.DEMIC COURSE
First Year
General Ristor)'"
Englj.sh COl1'lposi ti on
Pol), tical. Economy -

land
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First Year (ContJ.nued)
Algebra - - - - Geometry - - - - Trigonometry - - Surveying - - - Chemistry - - - Physical Geoeraphy
Botany - - - - - Latin and Greek Latin and Greek -

-

-

Ray's Second Part
Davies
Davies
De.vies
Youman
Fitch
Gray
Gr~war

1st. Lessons

Second year
rnt. PhIlosophy - - - Abercr0m~i_e
Phi-losophy - - - Dymond
History(continuedt - Englj. sh Conrposi tion
Geolob~ - - - - - - Hitchcock
Trigonometry - - - - - Lewis 811d Loor:J.is
Analytical Geometry - Loomis
Latin - Viri Romae or Reader Te .::tar:t~.:mt
Greek - Gree}: Reader - Anthon Testament

I.~oraJl.

Third Year
Rhetoric
Evidences of Christianity
erschel's Astrono
cripture History
Caesa
Virgil
Greek Testament, continued
lL."'1ci ent Hi.stoY"J
rice- ,- - - -

~.OO

In addition "lio the above, a cOIl.l11te rc i 0.1 c f.)urse was offered.
This courso

an 'J.ni"J.
'faR

included Busi.oess Transactions,

In Ieter

yeaJl.'S,

a Teachers Normal

BD6J~-1~cepins
Cou~se

was

and Pen

~iven

as

true in the :majoritv of Friends' AC8.demies.
Ten years later-', S!1iceland Academy was offering t
~ch

is interestins. in comparison.

or

chan~e

in locality

following

The texts may vary as

')ec&use of cne.n

ev Reader would not be f

g time",.
in the BloOI:.l

ingda.le schools for their own principal, Barnabas C .. Hobbs, had
edited a series of

Re~dErs

especial17 for Friends' schools, the

School Friend ..
>·ollowing sC::-jed1.11c is ta1:en frOJn th,;:; STjicele.nd ACD.demy
Catal~

for 1873 - 1874a

Grade C
Spell"

First Reader

Ohart Lessons

Grade B
Sec :1l1.d Readers, (McG11.ffe~r)
with Pencil
Oral Lessons in Arithcmtic and Geography

First

8.!ld

~iting

Grade A
Third and Fourth Readers, (Ii:cGuffey)
riting
Pr~.ry Arithmetic (Feltert
Primary Geography (Guyot)
D

g

Reader (~cGU£fey)
etic, No.1, (Felt )
ediatl-:l Geography', ( Guyot)
GR.A!.~hAR

SCHOOL

'lri ting
Spelling

eding

(Guyot)
School Arithmetic (Felter)
English Grrom~r (Harvey and Swinton)
Physiolo~J (Jarvis)
United States History (Barnes)
Latin Lessons ~HarlG1essJ
Exercises in Composition
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~I,3:E.

SCl:OCL - CL.t\SSICi.L. COiJHSE
FIRST v,:"

l.l·'rst Te
~r and Reader (Harkness)
(Steele)

Second Term

~~

Algebra
Caesar
lines of 1:Ii story Ci. eber)

ird Term - pJ. gebra.

Caesar (continuedf
Rhetoric
ECu!J

First Term - GGotletry (Robinson)
Latin (Virgi.l)
ental Philosoohv (Hiclwck)
Second Term

Geometry
Virgil, contLnued
lish Literature (Hart)

rm -

rat Te ..

second Term

Astronomy (Ray)
Logic (True)
011 tical Eco.nom;;r (Perry)

Third Term - Surveying (Gumnure)
Ristory of Civiliz'ation (Guyot)

BotanY' (':10od)
Later cntal

s of

~e

show still other

o s

ols and of

J.

ea offered

d te'

d

1sed

of them is unnecessary for they are so nearly contem-
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~)orary

with our ovm period that they are more familiar to those

n th.8 school ·world..
The Hormal Course mentioned in a previous

par8.gral-~1l

was

,~:i von

usual.ly in the sprint; term l in ordel" that teachers mi,::.~ht attend.
However, SOl::J.e schools when first insti tuting the Horual Departr:18nt
offered the course in the month 9receding the opening of tlle
elementary schools. 2 The demand,however,bec~e so great that some
lar~er acade~ies

of the

offered a

No~p~l

Course which extended

throughout the ent:tre academic year. In S})icela.nd Academy, the Hornal
Course listed in the

cata.lo~os

of 1906-07 and 1907-08 szi ves Grannnnr,

,rithmetic,J.S.History,Phteiology and Geography as the subjects in
the Fall and Winter Terms. In the, Spring Terra, when many teachers
carne into the normal Department for additional train:tng,Method
Reading

r~d

Psychology were added to the other studies.

Po. chart showing: the enrollment in the different academies

the trend of attendance nuch better then a discussion can.
a chart class vas inchlded in the academy enrollment, thus
ma1dn6 the number much larger. Such was the ca.se in the first
years shown for Spiceland Academy. After 1890,the cataloepe shows

no

prima~r

course offered. The public school system had taken over

the re'spansi bi li ty of the elementary department.
chart gives such attendance as could be

~leaned

The following
from the reoorts

eetings. and from the catalor.;ues of theacao.emies:

1 O~talogue,Spiceland Academy and Normal
2 Ibid. 1873-74.

~chool,1906-07.
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OF ENROLLMENT IN FRIENDS' ACADEMIES,1858-1923. 1
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ACADEMY ENROLIlvlENT l Continued)
Bloomingdale Westfield Central SEiceland Fairmount
1893 18~4 1895 .1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910

-

1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923

-

120
104
163
100
76
94
108
95
93
83
68
82

344
310
316

75
62
57
75

99
113
101
101
138
144
105
75
58
52
sa:r.1e

60

Close

95
120
109

139
157

150
15G
117/'
108
94

130
186
188
123
107
122
120
142
135
114
110
114

98
96
84
78
77
83
81
84
74
55

141
141
168
178

66
Close
Close

68
73
66
64
104
le9
Ill'
Close

157
177

?

140
140
.120 average
rr
130
II
125
Close
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Extra-curricular activities flourished in the academies and
seminaries. Debating societies and literary societies took the
plave of the old time spellin 6 matches, A graduate of Central Acafi
emy in 1890 told of inter-academic contests in oratory, declamations
and atlkletics with Fairmount,Westfield and Spiceland Academies.
In athletic contests,Field Day has long been a red letter day in
~piceland

Academy. The

pre~ent

tense is used for the tradition has

been carried over into the high school and is qu5_ te renovmed. It is
a day of contests,home-coming,class reunions and much good fellow
ship,

Of extra curricular activities and school life in general,

t'rofessor Allen D. Hole of Earlham College 11'lri tes:
As a student in Cebtral AC9.demy at Plainfield,Indiana,in the
years from 1882 to 1885,1 found the school inspirinr, because of the
associations it provided{l) with the splendid teachers in charge,
and{2~ with a group of fellow students who appreciated the oPDort
unities then offered. The atmosphere of the school was on A marRed
by sympathetic co-operation, intellectual beauty,an expectation
that offe:bed opportunity would be matched by accepted res.9onsibil
ity,and an assmnption that spiritual values outwei~hed all others
in importance.
The activities were directed chiefly to the study and as
comyJ18te a mastery E'_S possible of the subj ects set do~m in the curr
iculum. There were,however,distinctly subsidia~J and ninor
regular activities in the field of student organization (but not
many of ther.'1;. In these student organizations the to,achers assisted
but the chief purpose was to afford occasional op!)ortubity to
students to appear in a variety of forms of public performance.
These matters of machinery of orr:anization were,however,secondary
to the chief moving power of the institution,namely, the strength
of cl.laracter and quality of fiber of soul of the teachers who
made the school vnlat it was.
filUCh r.1ore could be said of academic life and influence 

1 Allen D.Hole,Corresoondence.

92

it is a story never

con~)letely

told for it lived lone years

throu[p the middle and close of the past century and with
slight variations into the t1!lenti eth century,and still lives
in the memories of hundreds of former students. '1'he aCadenies
were the peak of success in Friends education. TI1e Friends'

cor~lon

schools were the beginning of their prosram of educ8.tion and came
in what oight be called the e.xperimental stage. By the tim.e a
definite program and system was worked out, some of the cornr1on
schools had already passed into public hands but the academies
remained as a special field of Friends' endeavor. rfhis' was true
of course not only of Friends but of other

denor~inations

and

~)riv

ate institutions.
'1'he brief histories of the individual schools Givefurt.her
vision into the story of a.ca.demy days. As v.fith the COIlLDon schoo Ls,
it is difficult to o.raw the line betvlcen -::;he two and to ascertain
whether a school should be classed as an academy. This has been
daDe as well as the information at hand pel"lIii ts.

All

c~.nnot

be

told of each- and much he.s been forgotten which never ce.n be told.
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SEC OtmA..1={Y SCHOOLS IE INDIAHA YEARLY ii,IE;STING
SPICELAND ACADIllEY
Spiceland,l unlike many other co~~unities, has preserved a
record of her schools and interesting histories may be he.d from
several sources.

Briefly, her school history is this:

Legend tells us that in 1826 the fi~st school was held in
the Spiceland community in a barn belonging to Isaac Hodson •••
(some say a pole cabin instead of a barn).
Information gleaned
from records causes us to belj.eve that only one term of school
w~s held in the barn.
The next year, 1827, a school ouilding
was erected, a little larger than the regular cabin horne of the
~.lioneer, and this school building was built of round logs of the
s~rrounding forests.2
In 1832, a

fr~e ~eeting

house Was built in anticipation of

the monthly meet1ng and the big meetIng house was given over to
school [)u-rposes.

About the latter .part of 1835, a one story frame

house i"raS built at the cost of :,'ji400,00.

Early in 1859, a committee

was appointed by the monthly meeting to secure funds to erect a
brick building but could not raise eno

•

With the help of Spice-

land Prepara.tive Meeting, a frame two story structure wes erected
which became the north wind of what came to be knoYn1 as the trOId
FraIlie Academy Building."

In a f'

the school launched on ::l.ts career'

years, an addition was made and

as an academy - and such a career.

Through long years, Clarkson and Hannah Davis and other worthy

1

.~

Hatcher, "A History or Spiceland Acad~v, 1826-1921 (thesis).
Draper, "Sp iceland Community and Schools" (unpublished).
Cotton, Education in IncUana, p. 47'7.
_~istory of Henry County, _Indiana, 188.:1, p. 352.
Painter,li"Spiceland School" in New Castle Daily Tribune, .c..ug.
8th. 1901.
Spiceland ACademian, 1920.
Catalogues of Spiceland Academy, 1864 to 1916 •
Draper, "Spiceland Comr::uni ty and Schools It (unpubli shed) •

94

RICHSQUARE ACADDtrY
Richsquare, three miles northeast of Lewisville, ia one of

96

the oldest settlements in eastern Indiana!

A log meeting house

was built soon after 1820 and served, also, as a school house.
It was a building of the most primitive

t~)e

having no floor and

was heated by a fire in the center, with a long slim pole in the
fire to induce the smoke to

eo

up to the hole in the roof.

This

building was destroyed by fire and another built for meeting and
school purposes in 1832.

In 1841, a school house lr/as built.

This

and the most of the books in the district was destroyed by fire
one night in 1848 or 1849.

It Vlas rebuilt and j.n 1850 both church

and school were destroyed by fire - both fires~ having been set by
a bey wbo aisliked school.

They were both rebuilt within a year

and the school used until about 1870.

At that time a two story

brick building WaS built with township funds; but the Friends con
tinued in complete control of the hiring of teachers and manage
rnent of the school until 1893.

This brick school was called the

tlRichsquare Academy" and in 1870, was termed lithe head of educa
tional interest in Henry County."

In 1894, a high school was be

gun and continued until 1913 when the Richsquare and Lewisville
High School were combined at Lewisville.

Later the grades also

were taken to Lewi sville - and lithe head of educatlona.l interest lt
becrone an empty building.

1

Daniel Newby, "Memoranda of Old Richsquare, tl in the New Castle
Times, June 17th. 1922.
Emma W. Henby, IIRichsquare and Bethel. fl (unpublished).
Eva B. Hiatt, Cor~es90ndence.
Henrietta ~;fuite, Correspondence.
Laura Parker, Correspondence.
Robert P. ~iliite, Correspondence.
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FAIRHOUN'r ACADEMyl
Fairmount Academy, "Queen of the Hilltopll was established by
the Northern Quarterly Meeting (now Fairmmlnt) and opened in 1885.
The bUilding we.s erec ted at the cost of about

~?lO ,000.

It came

as a result of a desire for the establishment of an institution
of higher learning such as Spiceland Academy for Fairmount and
surrounding communi ties.

Both academ:i.C and grammar departments

were opened.

In 1888, it was incorporated, and a contract was

made with the

to~m

of Fairmount for schooling the children of the

corporation to a certain extent.
more room and better equipment.

In 1893, the need Was felt for
The old building was sold and a

new modern structure erected northwest of town on land donated by
Nixon and Louisa Rush.

In 1887 the number of graduates was two,

in 1913, the number was

forty-~our.

So the school grew - having

many departments and drawing from a large part of the surrounding
country.

In 1904, with the aid of Allen Jay,

for endowment.

~20,OOO W8.S

raised

The school continued With increasing popularity

and success until state funds were withdrawn from the support of
private schools in 1919.

A valiant effort to raise $100,00

dowment 'was made but failed and Fairmount Academy passed into
history in 1926.

1

Indiana Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1885-1923.
Cotton, Education in Indiana, p. 479 ff.
Ancil Ratliff, Corres~~)ondenc·e.
?~1rmount Academy Cntalosu8s, 1886-1887, 1913-1914.
Fairmount .l_cademy Endowment Fund Car.1pa?'-p:n, ~pamphlet).
Ra~TL110nd ~llioft, Corresponden-6e'

en
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,. POET J;JifD Hb\1iJ GARDEN SCHOOLSI
Newport, now FOlmtain City, had sulendid schools from the
period 1825 to 1865, all

t~Aght

by Friends and undoubtedly under

the care of the Monthly Meeting although the church records have
very little to say about then.

The

Anti-slave~J

Friends gave up

a separate organization in 1856 or 1857 and sold their Yearly Meet
ing house at lJeTIport to Friends \lno converted it into a trw room
school sunpnrted by subscription.

The

scho~l

was a great success

and soon came under the direction of the New Garden Quarterly ltleet
lng.

Both elementary and higher branches were taught and the school

won a wide reputation.

Many from a distance boarded in the commu

nity and attended school.

A new school to care for the increased

attendance seemed imperative.
that the
at

~ew

schoo~

Garden.

It was decided after deliberation

shoula be placed near the. Quarterly ,Meeting house
The change was completed in 1866.

New Garden had monthly meeting schools in its earlier hisbut in 1866 a two room school (brick;)

WB.S

built nee.r· the

John and Mattie Binford (hi.s sister) conducted
some very successful terms of school there.

"Friends children

'boarded in l from various places as well as many young man and
society.

The interest was high, and the in-

of first academic quality as vrell as of good moral

Huff, ItFriends Schools at Old Newport, Indiana (unpublished) •
. Rhodes, "Wew Garden and Newport Schools, (unpublished).
Oliver Huff, Correspondence.
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By 1874, public money was being used to help support the school
but week day meeting of the Friends Was attended until 1876.
EI~nj amin

Hollingsworth and

Isaac

F'. Trueblood were noted teachers who

taufpt for a time in the New Garden School.
SOUTH WABASH ACAD~~yl
South Wabash Academy was operated by the Friends in Wabash
from 1873 to 1877.

A large bUilding had been erected in 1861 and

used as a "Water Cure Sanit.arium" until 1866 when it ·was purchased
by a company of stock holders and a Female Seminary established
by them.

This was the school grounds and bUilding purchased a.nd

used by the Friends for South Wabash

ACl~demy.

It was a three story

building with two cottages and a gymnasium separate.

This main

bUilding was used for liVing quarters and dormitories as ·well as
for school purposes.

In the Catalogue of the Academy for 1874 to

1875, the enrollment is given as Sixty-six in the academic and
grammar departments.

Prima~T

work was also offered.

The boarding

school was run in connection

'iIi

th the school wi th one of the teach

ers and his wife in charge.

It was discontinued in -1877 because

of lack of funds.

1

Leola Hockett, Wabash County Historical Society, Correspondence.
Catalogue of South Wabash Academy, 1874 to 1875.
William Moffit, Interview.
.
Diary of Daniel Hutchen, 1875 to 1876.
"A History of Wabash Friends Heeting" (unpublished).
Essie Hutchens Harden, InterView.
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DOVER SCHooLl
Dover J,'lonthly ~iieeting (new

1i

febster) in New Garden Quarter

had schools conducted much earlier than 1860, but no minute ap
pears in the record until that year.
were conducted.

In that year two schools

As ea.rly as 1867, the sch.ools were of such a

character as to be classed as a high school.

Two teachers were

employed.

In 1870, a ni.ne month term Vias e;i ven "to good sS.ti s

faction."

It seems the l';Ionthly I'ileeting discontinued control of

the school in 1874, but for some years thereafter a public school
was conducted in the :r.lOnthly meeting schoolhouse.

BEECH GROVE

S~INARy2

Beech Grove Seminary was not a church school, but o\'med a.nd
controlled throug)'l its long years of service by Friends and under
the direction of noted Friends as teachers - it deserves mention
in th.e list of Friends schools.

It was opened near Liberty, In

diana in 1887, under the care of the noted educator, Williarn Haugh
ton, "vho was its Ifs"Uiding light l for twenty-one yee.rs.

He made it

a 'worthy school of English type (as he \'las an Irishnan educated in
Engli.sh schools) and it beca.r.1e

8.

noted school - one of the f:iY'st

an( most successful pr:lv2.te semin2.ries of tho time.

Boone said,

liThe course was liberal in scope a..'tld strongly relj.giou.s. "3

1
2

Clarence Votau, "Report of Dover Friens School" (unpublished).
Oliver Huff, Correspondence.
R. E. Ha.ughton, "In Memoria:m. of \1m. Eaut!,hton" (unpublIshed).
Smart, I11o.1&n8. Schools and Mon Who Have Worked in Theel, D. 55.
Cotton, EdUCation in IndTana-T1934 ed.) P. 85. -- ---- ~
Boone, History of Education in Indiana,
66.
Boone, Ope cit., p. 66.
-

p.

3
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CAR

GE ACAI::8,l~Y 1.

The beginnin .. of the B'riends' Academy at Carthaf':e was. a log
cabin about a square south of the present railroad station.
School was held in this building in 1830 and 1831.

~ithin

the

next ten years, a second bUilding Vias built southeast of the "vill
age ll • This was a one story frame building. In 1840,this building
",ms moved to

~lle

lot opposite the Friends' me9ting house and

later wns I,lover:! farther up Main atreet. In 1849,13. Llore pretent
ious fnuile "building was built. Later,this was replaced b J a
T

brick bUilding,which in its day was very excelJ.ent. 'rhis 113.tter
was used as an academy and supplied the educational needs of the
town for

ny years. Hiram Hadley taught here for a few yes.rs.

There was no other school system in Carthage but in 1878 both
elementary school and academy were taken over by the public
school system. It was quite prosperous durin b its existence but

it seelliS it has passeL from the minds from the present residents
of the town and the information concerning it is meager.

1 Gary and 'l'homa;:"History of H.ush County,I,353.
Lucy Hill Binford,Correspondence.
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THE YEARLY MEETING SCHOOr).
Her hJghest heritage her Quaker name,
Her greatest glory her unstained renown;
Her one ambition an exhalted aim,
Her pnly ornament a spotless crOVID;
Her surest strength her sons' eternal love 
A wide foundation that no shocks may move.
Francis B.GUEtmere 
written of Haverford College.
At the height of the scale of educational institutions stands
the colleges - and at the peak of Friends' educHtion in Indiana
stands Earlham College, the only remaj.ning institution in Indiana
strictly Friends and strictly educational.

White's Manual Labor

Insti tute still reruains but more in the status of a
But Earlham is no step-child.

r

step-child'.

It is today a beloved 'only' child,

nourished through days of difficulty and doubt, carefully tended
by watchful minds and Willing purses.

It, as all other Quaker

schools, represents sacrifice on the part of thousands who were
dedicated to the Cause of Friends' higher education.
sents planning and decision.

It

repre~

It represents discouragement and

new hope..
No long history of Earlham College will be given here for
its story is clearly written in its own library, in Allen Jay's
biography, in the annual Reports written in the Minutes of In
diana and Western Yearly Meetings and in many other places.

1

2

Allen Jay, Autobiography.
Catalogues, Earlham College.
Earlham College Bulletin.
Report of Earlham College, President.
M~e~ing, 1859-1935.

In Minutes, Indiana Yearly
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It Was in 1832 that 'ifuitewater Quarterly Meeting began plans
for a boarding sChool and proposed to the Yearly Meeting that it
be a Yearly Meeting project.

A committee was aPl)ointed to receive

contributions and through the succeeding years the object was kept
in mind and the subscriptions were added to from time to time.

A

tract of three hundred acres was purchased at the west of the City
of Richmond, overlooking the \'I'ni tewater River valley and a bUilding
was begun in 1838.

By this t:tme,

~~5,640.65

had been subscribed but

was not sufficient for the completion of the bUilding.

A part of

the building 'Nas compJ.eted in 1847 and sChool was opened in the
Seventh month of that year.
Barnabas C. Hobbs came to the Boarding School as its superin
tendent in the year following and remained four years.

In 1854,

the unfinished portions of the bUilding were completed and the
school stood as pictured in the photostat

i~

this work.

The ori

ginal plan of the founders and those interested had been to make
the school a manual labor as well as intelJ.ectual institution but
the industrial phase was soon lost sight of, and in the fifties,
some of the farm was sold.

Later, yet, more has been sold and on

ly forty acres remain in the colJ.ege campus.
In the rules governing the first years of the Boarding School,
the school year was to be divided into two terms of twenty weeks
each and the expenses of each student was to be

~35.00

each term.

Teachers and scholars were to be Friends and conform to the plain
ness of dress and language.
school.

Both sexes were to be admitted to the

Concerning this co-educational feature, William Tallack

wrote at some length

~fter

a visit to Earlham in 1861.

He spoke
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of it as being looked upon wi th disvavor by many of the Friends in
the East and said, "This plan of partial mixing of the two sexes is
not adopted in any other of the Friends

s~miliar

educational insti

tutions in America."
The ~inancial history of Earlham College (for as such it was
in corporated in 1859) has been the story of earnest effort on
the part of the Board of Trustees and others to keep the endowment
fund sufficient to carry on the expenses of the college.

The tui

tion funds could only be expected to cover the current expenses.
Almost the entire building program and lmprovements had been finane
ed by subscription.
Hall.

The first building was designated as Earlham

In 1887, Lindley Hall and Perry Hall were built.

In 1907,

Bundy Dormitory for boys and an Andrew Carnegie Library bUilding
were built.

In 1954, the college suffered great loss by fire which

destroyed Lindley Hall.
which houses the

This has been replaced by Carptenter Hall

admin~_strative

offices and the class rooms.

Mention should be made of the Jose3lh Moore Musewn of whIch
Earlham lS justly proud.

The collection was greatly damaged by

the fire but the Wing of the bUilding in which the Museum was
housed was not compiliete1y destroyed at the time of the fire so
much was salvaged.

It is at present housed on the upper floor

of Carpenter Hall.

Under the direction of Dr. Allen D. Hole,

who has be-en curator since 1905, painstaking and endless work is
being done to restore and catalogue the specimens and have them
in readiness awaiting the time when adequate display space can
be had for the Museum.
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From the beginning, Earlham College has grovm.

1'hLre

two members of the first graduating class of the college.
were seventy-five members in the graduating class of 1933.

Vlere
There
It· is

yet "a small college which has no ambition to become a large col
lege, but which does have a consuming desire constantly to become
a better college. 1t

Allen Jay's estimate of Earlham is fitting:

As we look back from our present standpoint we are impressed
with the thought that our fathers built better than they knew.
The hand of their God had been good upon them, and their labors
had brought forth a rich harvest of blessing to the Church and to
the world.
He who takes a list of those who have been at the boarding
school and at Earlham College and traces their lives and marks
their influence in the church must be at once impressed With the
wisdom of those who builded for the future of the Church. Indeed,
the student of history must see that no Church will live long or
impress itself upon the world that does not have its educational
institutions, and in proportion as these institutions are strong
educationally and religiously will that influence b~ felt. As I
have said before, it is when the head and the heart are trained
together that the grestest and truest results will be seen. This
I believe, is what Earlham has stood for in the past and is striv
ing for at the present time even to a greater degree. l

I

Allen Jay, Autobiography, p. 338.
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CHAPTER V
FRIENDS PROMINENT IN EDUCATION IN INDIANA
YESTERDAY AND TODAY
Great men have been among US; hands that penned
And tongues that uttered wisdom better none 
Wordsworth.
No comment on the influence of the Society of Friends on e
ducation would be complete without a tribute to those who have
'loved and laboured' in the SChools both in pi,oneer and in later
days.

Some have long since passed beyond.

Others are still liv

ing and still contribute to that Frlends tradition which is our
heritage from the host of men and women who have made the schoolS.
It has been long years of transition in a seeming cycle.

Fine and

far-seeing pioneer teachers made the schools and brought up in
them students, who in thelr turn too, up the burden their aging
teachers laid down and carried the schools forward to greater use
fulness and worth.

So it is to the past and present Quakers who

have made the tradition of
ter ia dedicated.

~aker

education worthy that this chap

The following pages contain brief sketches or

the lives of some of the most prominent.

But tribute should also

be paid those unnamed hundreds who labored faitbfully in the schools
for a shorter or longer time, each doing his part well.
It is true all

~~ose

who attempted to become Friends teach

ers did not come up to the high standard demanded by the Society.l

1

Minutes, Fairfield Quarterly Meeting Committee on Education,
1843.
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But it is to the credit of the Society and the diligent superVi
sion of the

eo~nittees

on Education that those

did not long remain in the teaching ranks.

\~o

were not worthy

It is true that teach

ing was at first considered a temporary occupation by many.

The

prospective lawyer or scholar thought of it as a stepping stone
which yielded a little income and was not disagreeable.
dually it

c~e

But gra

to be considered as a profession within itself worthy

of one's best time and effort - a profession of a life-time rather
than a few passing terms.

The words of advice to teachers by Prof.

Thomas Chase of Haverford College in 1868 shoW the high regard in
which the teaching profession came to be held:
Finally, a word to the Teachers. Magnify your calling •. I do
not mean magnify yourselves; for the higher and the truer our esti
mate of what a teacher should be, the more painfully conscious shall
we be, each one of us, 01 our own deficiencies and shortcomings.
But of the digni~y, the importance, and, above all, the responsi
bility of our work, W~ cannot form too high an estimation. l
Many who were students in Friends' schools. speak of the in
fluence of the teachers as the predominating influence in the shap
ing of their lives.

One in speaking of a teacher of his academy

days said, "He did more to influence my life than any other one
man. f12

Many others echo that semtiment in speaking of their former

teachers.

The influence of this host will never entirely die.

They

shaped·lives which in turn in the capacity of parents, school teach
ers or companions molded other lives.
being dead) yet speak."

J\,~

someone has said,

They ,

They will continue to sfJeak through genera

tions to come.

1
2

II

Chase Thomas, "Educational Addresses fl (pamphlet)
Grover Van Duyn, Interview.
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Barnabas C. Hobbs,l probably the most famous educator in Indi
ana Quaker history was born in ":iashlngton County, in 1815, and there
fore was an eye-witness of the progress of education.

In his own

),'lords:
I have seen the old-fashioned teacher behind his desk in true
Ichabod' style, just as he came across the ocean, vmo taught read
ing, writing, and ciphering as the full common sChool curriculum.
I

I have witnessed the neighborhood sensations vben English Gram
1'll,ar, geography, hi story, and philosophy, were introduced. I have
watched the progress of education year by years, as broader and
fuller culture, better 'methods of instnlcti~nl and greater 'pro
f'essionfll r,bility' have been demanded of the Government Education
al Bureau. 2
Allen Jay in his Autobiography, tells the story of the old Ger
man lecturing on education in Washington who said that Indiana has
the best educe,tional system in the Union. 1'1 and the Quakers are bo
blame for it.

Of their number, the Hon. Barnabas C. Hobbs had more

to do wi th it than any other men.
Hobbs Was a pupil of that famed school master, John I. Morri
son, and later attended Cincinnati College.

He taught in the

Friends schools of Richmond but his great work in Friends education
was his f:tfteen years of service as head of' Bloomingdale Academy.
Be served two years as the first president of Ea.rlb.am College.

En

tering the field of public education, he served as State Superin
tendent of Public Instruc tion, 1868 to 1871.

In that capaci t:r, he

saw the Agricultural College at Lafayette, and the state norrnal

1 Ca:mmack, "Influence of Barnaba.s C. Hobbs on Education in Indiana,
( thesis».
Smart, Ope cit., p. 941
Allen Jay, Autobiography.
Catalogues, Bloomingdale Academy.
2 Early Schooldays by B. C. Hobbs, in Indiana Schools, p. 9.

122

school open their doors to students.

He was among the fj.rst men

in the country to give attention to the question of grading the
districts schools and planning uniforw course of study and a com
mon·scheme of recitation.

The office of the county superintendent

of schools (changed from tile county examiner) was his suggestion,
tho~gh

not carried out until later.

Fasset Cotton in "Education in Indiana II says of hj.m:
He was in many ways a remarkable man and one of the b est loved
of the men vmo have filled the office of state superintendent. His
sterling qualities were felt in whatever he undertook. He was ~
ways found on the side of those in need; he seemed to make it his
business to help humanity.
Socially, Dr. Hobbs Was somewhat reserved, having few inti
mate friends but making all with whom be came in conta.Qt reel the
touch of friendship; and meny are the careless wanderers lle has
turned from wayward pa~bs into a better life with nobler ambition,
helping when he was able financially, and always with a word of
good cheer. Many are the lives he has watched over with the tender
care of a father showing his own life as one consecrated to the
good of human society. The student found in him a friend, the
schola.r a companion, the fr"iendless and needy a benefactor ••••
Happier homes, higher institutions of learning, better lives, God
ly men, stand as monuments to his memory •••• l
No history of Friends education would be complete without
mention of the famed Friend, Allen Jay.2

Although his influence

was in the most part inconspicuous, his was 'the hand behind the
helm' in steerlng Earlham College from the 11l1certalnty of a s trug
gling school into a creditable church college.

He personally is

responsible for much of the subscriptions and gifts to the college
in the earlier days.

I
2

He went to Earlham in 1881 as superintendent

Cotton, Education in Indiana, (1934 ed.) p. 212.
Allen Jay, Autobiography_
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and treasurer.

From tha t time u tnil hi.s death he was connec ted

with the college in some way., superintendent, treasurer, solici
tor, trustee, on the board of managers or on some other committee
of management.

He went into most of the Yearly Meetings of

P~erica

and into England soliciting funds for bUilding up the institution
and for increasing the endowment fund.

The story of his life work

is the story of Earlham College.
A~

to his personal life, he was born in

Mi&~i

County, Ohio,

in 1831 and received his early education in the Friends schools
near home.

When a young man he moved with his parents to their new

home near Marion, Indiana.

He attended Friends Boardin8 School at

Richmond, Farner's Institute near Lafayette, and Antioch College
in Ohio.

After his marriage to

Mar~a

SlGeper in 1854, they set

tled on a farm near Lafayette and from there, he began taking ac
tive part, in Friends affairs as a minister and worker.

In 1868,

he became superintendent of the Baltimore Association to aid the
Friends of the war-stricken Southern States.

He continued in this

work until 1877 when he became treasurer of Fr:i.ends Boarding School,
Providence, Rhode Island.

From there he went to Earlhsffi, making

Richmond his home unti.l his death in 1910.
William Haughtonlstands in the front ranks of 'Those who made
the schools.'

For more then fifty years he gave his life and ef

forts to edUCation in Indiana, at the same time holding an esteemed

1

Dr. R. E. Haughton, "In Memoriam of Wm •. Haughton, (unpublished).
Smart, Indiana Schools, p. 55
Cotton, Education in Indiana, (1934 ed.) p. 85.
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place as a minister of the Friends Church.

Born in Ireland, he

came as a young man to Fayette County, where his sisters resided.
His education in the famous Friends school in Aclrworth, -Ensland,
made him, in the eyes of the pioneer fathers, a desirable school
master in whose hands to trust the learning and discipline of their
children.

He did not disappoint them.

Teaching first in Fayette

and then in Union Covnty, he gained renovm.

He was called to open

Beech Grove Seminary, two miles south of Liberty, Indiana about 1827
and continued with the school (with the exception of a short time
spent in the sChools of Ohio) until 1848.

He made it a worthy

school of English type and many later prominent persons were educated
there.

After leaving Beech Grove Seminary, he taught in Whitewater

Friends School, Richmond, in the Friends Boarding School (now

.ham)

and in the public schools of Knightsto'iffi and Raysville.

died at Raysville in 1878.

Ea~l-

He

His son says of him:

He was for many years among the principal and leading educators
of his day and by his industry and attainments came to occupy posi
tions of influence vmich he always yielded for the good of the in
dividual and of SOCiety and of the church of which he was a member. l
Moses C. stevens 2 was another who played an important part in
helping to mould the educational spirit among Friends and others in
Indiana.

He began his teaching in the Friends Boarding School at

Providence, Phode Island, and then came to take up the control of
Farmers Institute, a secondary school of the Friends about nine miles
southwest of Lafayette, Indiana, when it was established in 1851.

1
2

Haughton, Ope cit.
Allen Jay, Autobi£Sraphy, p. 7lff.

125

Here he tau.ght for several years and then VIas for some time at the
Green Mount Boarding School of the Friends, near Richmond, which
was under the oontrol of the Hicksite branch of the Friends.

For

a number of years he was professor of mathematics at Earlham Co1
lege and later a trustee of that institutions.

The climax of his

life was his great work and renown as professor of mathematics at
Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana where he

re~ained

until " age

reminded him that the time had corne to rest."
Frequently among the names of teachers in the individual early
schools appears the name of Benj amin F.,Trueblood. l He was borB.
at Salem, Indiana in 1847 and 'was a student at Blue River Academy.
He graduated from Earlham College in

~869

and taught in Friends'

schools of the state both before and after his graduation.

He

taught in Penn College, Iowa and was president of both Penn and
Wilmlngton College.

In public life, he for more than twenty years

served as general secretary of the AmeriCan Peace SOCiety.
well

kno~m

He was

in diplomatic circles in Washington, D. C. during the

presidencies of UcKinley, Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson.
world fig;ure as an

advoca~te

He was a

of peace and was one of those Friends

wb,o directed hj. s Qua.ker life into publj.c channels.
Clarkson Davis 2 is one '{/hom the schools ha.ve made and one,
also, who made the schools.

In his school days, he came under the

influence of Barnabas C. Hobbs at Bloomingdale Academy and also at
tended Friends' Boarding School.

He taught in the elementary schools

for some years between his academy and college days and went di

1
2

Indiana and Indianians, IV, 1743 f.
Memorial Volume of Clarkson and Hannah Davis.

-

-

--
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rec tly f'rom the Boarding School to te.ke ,charge of' Spic eland Aca
demy to vmich he devoted the remainder of his lif'e, until his death
in 1883, at the age of' f'if'ty.

It was at Spiceland that he made a

name f'or himself by his zeal a.nd devotion to the cause of the Aca
demJT and the me.intalnence of' the high standa.I'ds which he himself e
rected.

The name of' Clarkson Davis hung over Spiceland Academy

like a halo of' glory as the name of

Barnab~s

C. Hobbs did over

Bloomingdale.
Hannah Brovm Davis, wife of Clarkson DaVis, shared with him
his lif'e of' service to Spiceland ACademy and continued there several
years af'ter his death.

She was a successi'ul teacher as well as a

Christian character and at the time of her death in 1898 was pro
fessor of Literature in the University of' North Dakota.
Hiram H~dleyl made a name f'or himself' in the Friends' second
ary schools of' Indiana and in the hearts cf hundreds who looked to
him as 'master.'

He was a graduate of Friends

I

Board:t.ng School.

His teaching career included work in Carthage Aca.demy, the second
ary schools of both the Hicksite and 'orthodox' FrIends in Rich-mond
and two years, 1885-87, in Bloomingdale Academy as principal.

1880, he establtshed a private school in Indianapolis.

In

From In

diana, he went to New MexIco where he entered the field of public
school education.

He was instrumental in the establishment of the

University of New Mexico and was president of the institution for
several years.

1

He served as the Ne

Indi.ana Biography Series, I, 128.

'iexico State 5uoerintendent
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of Public Instruction and was the author of
texts.

lang~age

and grammar

He died in Kansas City, MissoLl.ri in 192;':' at the age of

eight;;,r-nine.
Joseph Moore l is lmown in Indiana for h1s connection with Earlham College and his building up of
han.

~'le

Joseph Moore I>.iusewn at Earl

He was born in 'fifash:i.ngton County in 1832 and. received hi s

schooling in Blue River Academy.

Goine from there to Friends'

Boarding School after a few years of teaching, he became both stu
dent and assistant teacher.

After study at Harvard, he

fessor of Natural Science at

Earlhe~

of the college.

bec~~e

pro

in 1861 and later, president

The latter position he had to resign because of

ill health and from t:hat tl!ne he devoted much of his time to the
museum which he founded.andmade one of the most complete in the
'i-lest.

He was knovvn as Ear'lllam's 'grand old man l and. spent his last

years in Richmond near the College he had given so much of his life
and knowledge.

The Indianapolis News gave him this tribute:

Professor Moore's great vfork for Earlham College and the edu
cational world is to be found in connection with the museum, but
the greatest results of his years of labor are, i!'lithout doubt, to
be found in the lives of students who received from his d:l.rection
and inspiration.
He died in 1905 after fifty-three years of service at Earlham.
Another vitally concerned with the Career of Earlham College
was TimothJ

N~chQlson,2

styles, "Master Quaker."

whom Walter Woodward in his biography
He was born in North Carolina in 1828

anu was educated in Friends' School at Providence, Rhode Island.

1

The Indianapolis News, July loth. 1905.
smart, Indiana sci1'OOTs, p. 87.
2 Woodward, Timothy Nicholson, Master Quaker.
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He taught for six years at Haverford College.

In 1361, he moved

to Richmond where he and his brother managed the famous bookstore
of their name.

The year after he came to Richmond he was elected

to the Board of Trustees of

Earlh~

College and served in that ca

pacity through long years until ill health caused him to resign
that position ten years before his death.

Shortly before his death

in 1924, he again took the field in Earlham's behalf and helped
raise $400,000 endovMent.

Of his life, he said:

God permitted and enabled ~e to ••• render
to the Church and the state and the community,
public attention and brought much honor; but I
he gave me at Earlham College, in its relation
future welfare of the Church anc\the world, the
vice of my long life.

important services
which has attracted
consider the work
to past, present and
most important ser

John J. M1lls,lPresident of Earlham College from 1884 to 1913,
was born near Valley Mills in 1847 and received his elementary
schooling in Friends' schools there.

He taught in the Friends

schools of Thorntown and Sand Creek Sem1nary, in the public schools
of Wabash as principal and served for several years as Assistant
Superintendent of Schools in Indianapolis.

He traveled widely ani

made valuable additions to the Earlham Museur[.
of the gospel and a gifted speaker.

He was a minister

After leaving

EarL~am

he held pastorates in Canada, Washington, and California.

in 1913,
He died

in 1928.
No complete list can be given of those who made the SChools 
due cred1 t

1

should be given each teacher in lowly or higher posi

Indiana Biography Series, III, 229.
Rosenberger, Ope cit. p. 28.
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tion who did their work well.

Space does not allow more than brief

mention of David Hough, who gave long years of service in early
Friends' secondary schools; of V/illiam

Pinkha~,

teacher and author;

of Absalom Rosenberger 'school master' of Sugar Plain and Union
High SChools and later president of Penn College and many other
early teachers, such as: Timothy Wilson, Irwin Stanley, Enos Doan,
and others.
It is interesting to note among the early teachers, names
wh5.ch late!' a"Jpear in a more distingu.ished way in the educational
or other fields.

In an old worn book of Minutes of the Beech

Grove Committee on Education is found the name of Richard G. Boone
as teacher.
history.

It appears in other places in early Friends' school

Among the teachers at Westfield were Charles Coffin,

Absalom Rosenberger, Erastus Text and Allen

~.

Hole.

Others who

have in various ways made a name for themselves in education are

-

-

-

Zacheus Test, Oliver Brown, David W. Dennis,
Eli Jav, William
N.
--~William B. Morgan, Thomas Newlin, Robert L. Sackett,

Tnlebloo~,

Edward Jones - men of different generation but all vnth a contri

-

bution to education, in their ovm way.
There recurrs in the records of the Friends' family names
which in themselves show certain families to 'run to school teach
ers."

In the school recorda of Quakerdom in southern Indiana will

be found the names of the Truebloods, the Armstrongs, the Unthanks,
and the Moores.

In central Indiana, the Doans, the Hadleys and

Harveys are common.

In eastern Indiana, the Macya and Staffords,

the Hudsons and the Jays are well known.
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The great educators of the Friends church have not all passed
on.

In our ovm generation, several live and serve well.

Of these,

mention can be made of only a few.
Harlow Lindley,l at present Secretary, Editor and Librarian of
the Ohio State Archaeological and Historical Society, is well-known
in Quakerdom.

His is probably the distinction of being the best in

formed personage on the subJect of Friends l educational endeavors
as well as other Friends' activities.
filled with service.

His has been and is a life

.Educated in Bloomingdale, Earlham, the Uni

versity of Wisconsin and the University of Chicago, he began his
career in teaching where he began his higher education- at Bloom
ingdale Academy.

Soon he acceptod a position on the faculty of

Earlham College and continued there through twenty-nine years un
til 1928e

He has been connected with the Indiana State Library,

The Indiana Historical Commission a.nd the President Hayes 1',:emorial
Library and Museum at Fremont, Ohio.

His positions have been so

many and his interests so varied that it is impossible to list
them.

He is an IDlthor, an active member of the Society of Friends

and a participant in many civic and sta.te organizations.

His life

sta.nds out as an exronple that Friends can take their religion into
the educational and business world.
Walter C. Woodward,2 editor of ·The American Friend, is Chair
man of the Board of Trustees of

1

2

EarL~~a

Harlow Lindley, "Brief Sketch of
s Who in America, 1934-35.

'1~lho I

M~

College and as such has

Life".
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given his influence toward the upholding of Friends·' educational
standards.

He was born in 1878 near Mooresville and graduated

from Earlham College in 1899.

From 1910 to 1915, he was professor

of History and Political Science at Earlham, coming the:('e from Pa
cific College.

He has edited 'The

P~lDrican

Friend l since 1917 and

in that capacity has been an inf.luence in the Society of Friends.
Allen D. Hole, Iprofessor of Geology and Ourator of the Mu
seum at Earlham College, had given long years of service to educa
tion - and those years have been almost entirely in Friends'
schools.

He is a graduate of Oentral Academy and taught in the

Friends' high school at Westfield.
service in

t~Jing

His painstaking and faithful

to restore and preserve the Joseph Moore Museum

after Lindley Hall was destroyed at Earlham has been invaluable.
Invaluable, too, has been his association with the students through
the years.

In presenting him a Recognition Award in 1931, the Pre

sident of the College said of him:

"agreat teacher who has taught

h1s students how to think has taught them how the world is made,
and more than all, has taught them to believe in the Maker of the
world and of all good things."2

1
2

Information from Earlham Students.
Indiana Yearly Meeting Minutes, 1931
Ibid.
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CHAPTER VI
IN CONCLUSIon
TRANSITION TO STATE SCHOOLS
Old things have p~sscd aVlay, End all th ngs have become new.
The State is rising in strength and power and will make no back
ward move •••• May her sons and daughters be worthy of their
sires.
Barnabas C. Hobbf in "Early School DE'.~r! III
In the first year of Indiana Yearly Meeting history, the re
cords of the Indiana Yearly Meeting of Women Friends shows this
minute, written in a firm hand but with fading ink:
Mothers are entreated to consider the importance of giving
their children a sufficiency of school learning which would fit and
qualify them for useful members of society.2
The report of the Executive

COL~ittee

on Education of western

Yearly Meeting for the year 1884, says in part:
,

The transition frQm a system of primary schools, under the
management of Monthly Meetings, to education in the free district
schools of tbe State, seer:1S to have been natural, e.nd in several
particulars unavoidable; nor is it probably within our power at pre
sent, even if it were desirable, to reinstate the old system of
Monthly Meeting schools for primary instruction ••••• 3
For several years before the .first m:tnute was recorded a.nd
through the sixty-three years between it and 1884, Indiana Friends
as a church were engaged. in building
tion far in advance of the state.

Ui'>

a system of primary educa

Given a program by the Yearly

Meeting, successiVe committees, methodically and:cautiously worked
out that program striving to provide for a school in every Friends
settlement.

1
2
3

By 1850, the Friends system was rat1'ler thorOUghly

Barnabas C. Hobb, "Early School Days" in Indiana Schools, p. 281
Minutes, Indiana Yearly Meeting of '#omen Fr:i.ends, 1821.
Mj.nutes, western Yearly Meeting, 1884.
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worked out and functioning well.

In that year, ninety-eight Friends

schools were reported within the limits of Indiana Yearly Meeting
(the, comprising the whole state), with an enrollment of three
thousand, five hundred and fj,fty-one ch:l.ldren. l

rrhe Society of

Friends could rightly be proud of their educational efforts.
But there WHS growing a force With which they had not reckon
ed.

As they themselves were growing more prosperous, the state of

which they were a part was also prospering and advancing.

Of the

early school conditions in the state system, Cotton says:
Schoel systeras are not n:a(}o by the passage of lavls - except
on paper. The Ind~.ana systel71. v;a~ on paper. The ideals were good,
but they could not be realized fer more reasons than one ••••
rrhe
day of free schools for all was Qfar off, and illiteracy grew a
pace. The people were busy felling forests and draining swamps,
and making for themselves homes.... So they had no leisure for
the contemplation of educational problems, and the spiritual life
had to wait. 2
The people of that period had not yet come into the realiza
tion that every child has a right to an education, and that it is
to the public's interest to promote it by taxation.

So while Qua

ker fathers provided schools for tileir children, the state of PU8
lie schools Vas

~eplorQble.

But the public became educated.

And when it was educated to

the realization of the importance of free schools, it had at its
command funds which could, in tine, provide am,I.:'le and. adequate
education for all its children.

The school laws of 1824, 1833, and

1852 steadily advanced the cause of public schools.

It is true the

decisions of the Supreme Court in the case of the last law retarded

1
2

Minutes, Indiana Yearly Meeting, 1850.
Cotton, Educatiop. i!! Indiana, p. 10.
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progress for several years but through it all, people became edu
cated to the idea of free schools.

They gave up the idea that taxa

tion for schools was unfair and public interest in free school grew.
As public interest grew, the Friends who were at first very
unfrj~ndly

to the thought of state schools saw the advantage of

the aid of public funds in their schools.

As early as 1834, state

aid was made possible to certain Friends schools which were then
classed as district schools, given the aid of public funds and the
privileges of the civil machinery.l

Tne histories of the indlvi

dual schools show this in many instances.
But through this period of transition, the Que.kers did not re
cognize it as such and kept insisting on the

im:~ortance

tention of the schools in the hands of their Society.

of the re

In lffi84,

Joseph John Mills said:2
Let the Society of Friends put the education of its children
entirely out ot its own hands ••• for twenty years, and at the end
of that time there will be found very few 'boys and girls' playing
in the streets of Quakerdmn.
In many places in the Minutes of the dlff".I'cnt meetings are
to be found admonitions to members to be diligent in patronizing
Friends schools and 1n subscrlbine; to their sup:.oort.

But the Friend

who paid taxes and sa'Yv a good district school near grew to believe
his children could fare as well there as in the smaller Friends t
school which made necessary private subscription.

So the transition

in the common schools was. gradual, a natural result of changes ani
conditions.

1
2

Boone, History of Education in Indiana, p. 35.
Mills, Denominational EdUCation, p. 10 (pamphlet).

135
The Quakers did not throv! off the burden of re s-'.;onsi bi 1i ty
with the change.

Indeed, as the SChools passed from their hands

they felt the necessity of greater responsibility.
school had been within their
in their influence.

i~nediate

Formerly, the

control, now it was only with

That influence they tried to exert as shown

by the following and many similiar minutes,
A striking fact in these reports is that our children are al
most entirely getting their education in the Public Schools. It
is gratifying to kno\';- that these schools have greatly improved in
the past fev: ye&r~~, both in the character of the instrnctios, and
in the time ('f their continuance...
It is also an lm=.lortant consi
deraU-ion that lnfmy of these schools are virtuaLLy under the control
of Friends, they being in nany instances the teachers as well as
the trustee s or C:Urectors. Thi s opportun:i. ty for elevating the cha
racter of the schools, and 'making their moral tone such as we should
wish our children to attend, oUE"pt to be carefully improved. VIe
certainly ov!e it to th'8 c omr.mn:t tie s in whJ.ch we live, as V'lell as to
our children, to do what we can to surround the public schools in
our res~ective 10CB.li ties wi th a high moral and social influence.
And much can be done in this direction ,'Jithout exciting any fear
of undue sectarian inf1uence. l
The Friends were faithful unto the end.

Wnen the elementary

schools passed from their control, they still urged an interest
and influen.ce in them.

rl~ore

than that they turned their efforts

resolutely toward secondary education as the church's f:teld of en
deavor in education.

In 1884, the Western Yearly Meeting Cor:ml1.ttee

011 Education pointed out that the

im~)erative

duty of the church

"{as to !;:Jrovide a hiGher grade of education for its members and
that the res!,onsibili ty of denominational ep.ncation waS a i'undamm
tal principle in the Societ::r. 2
The Society found in sec(mdary education an ample fleld for
endeavor.

1
2

The State had taken over their repponsibilities in 01e

I'.Unutes, IndIana Yearly Ueeting, 1881
I;:inutes, Western Yearly Meeting, 1884.

'-<~
l ,;0

ments.ry educa tion but left higher education a.s the special fIeld
for private or religious enterprise.

In

Id~O,

the Friends had in

the state twelve-Echools doing advanced work - the state

w~s

that year attemvting its fj.rst hIgh school at Evansville. l
the Friencls led the state in accomplishment.

in
Again,

Dnr:i.ng the academy

period, from the close of the Civil War into the last years of the
nineteenth century, it seemed that Friends in Indiana had realized
their hj.ghest educational aims 8nd were compenss.ted for all they
had

rclinq~ished

in giving up the

co~mon

schools.

~oFe

than a

score of academies, semine.rles and high schools answered to the
name of Friend and each was an j.nsti tution of high standards and
character.

In the folloWing extracts from the report of the In

diana Yearly Meeting Cor1mittee on Education in lS~D this changed
nttitude is reflectd: 2
It is our judgment that Friends, as individuals, should exer
cise the influence which belongs to them in common with all good
citizens, to promote the prosperity and efficie~cy of the public
schools in their respective neighborhoods...
At a t"~e when in
S02~ sections of the United Stat~s, secturian interests are threa
tening the w~lfar0 of the nubl~c tichoQl system, the Society of
li'riends shollld stand unvfaverlngly .in SUPIJOrt of our present system
of free education by the state for all the children of the State •
••• Aside from Bib18 schools, academies and colleges within
our li.mits, not a single schaol was maintaIned la.s~ year under the
control of Friends within th:i.s Yearly Meeting. A vestiges of our
system of denominational schools, which were of untold usef'cl1nes s
in the days before the ijublic school system was so .,rell developed,
there are yet scattered throlJ~h the different Quarterly meetings
six school houses belonging to Friends. They are all empty or oc
cupied by public schools ••••

1
2

Harlow Lindley, liQuakers in the Old Northwest."
Minutes, Indiana Yearly l~ieeting, IB9D.
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rl'he vi tal importance to the church of secondary school and
co11eges under denomlnational control has been too clp,arly demon
strated :'_11 the h:i.sto:cy of Indiana Yearly bleeting to require argu
Ta0nt ••••

The secondary church schools seemed imliortant and secure but
again the steady march of time overtook the Friends in their edu
cational progran.

One by one, the academies and seminaries of the

Friends' church were laid donn, some from lack of funds, !Some fro111
lack of attendance, and some

bec~~se

the state high schools super

ceded them..
The transition of the Friends' elementary schools into state
schools had been gradnal 8nd accomplished aPl)arently with little
b:i.tterness and less genuine (')ppositicn.

Tbis Was not true with

the laying down of the secondary school:.:.

The .Society :q.ad felt

i tS.elf a successful sponsor of ~igher ed'~cation and thouCht th8.t

its rightful s!)here.

As one by one the aCademies \'/er8 laid down,

it '\'las with sincere regret and only after

H

valiant effort to keep

them 1n existence.
In 1916, tile last academy (and also the oldest) in

~estern

Yearly Meeting ceased to be Bloomingdale Friends' Academy and be
came Bloomlngdale High School. l

There yet remained in Indiana

Yearly Keeting t'.'i'O floLlrishlng insti tutions, Fairmount Academy
and Spiceland Academy.

The~

prosI)ered "1r:1. th tho support of their

respectl va c mrt:r.nmi ti Q 3 \",rh::'ch did not have high schools.

Through

arrangements with the school officials, the academy adrni tted the
local children and received tuition paid from state

f~mds.

1

~,

"Old Bloomingdale Academy,"
193:2.

in the Indlanapolis

ITh,J.S

J~ly

30.
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En e.dfJ.ed revenue was given the schools \,,111ch pla.ced them on a
'sure foundation' and gave them greater scope and usefulness.
This transfer-tultion fron the iliocal school units Was made
possible by the Kimmel Bill passed in 1909 1 which provided that
trustees in townships which did not maintain a high school might
transfer their high school pupils to the school that was most
convenient for the child and pay the regular tuition to this sch
001. The b1hll did not specify that the school should be a public
school and the academies then in existence took on new life for
it p.ave them increased 0nrollment. Even then the financial life
of the schools

~resented

difficult problems for the tuition took

c are of only the current expenses and the endO'l!JJ"lent :fund and
~ifts

still had to be looked to as a source of capital outlay.

This problem seemed to assume lesser proportions in the 11@")lt of
the conditions after the passage of the Kimmel Bill and the acad
emies anticipated long years of u-sefulness.
A sud(en blow to their plans came in the decision of the
Attorney- General in 1917 that private and parochial schools were
not intended to be included in the interpretation of the law of
1909 as being schools to which high school students miglJt be trans
ferred. 2 It seemed to be the death knell of the acader1i es • But
valiant hearts were not so easily daunted. Friends of the sChools
thus discriminated against took up the contesting of the Attorney

1 Laws of Indiana,1909,p.331-332.
2 Opinions of Attorney General,Indiana,1~16 to 1920,p.247f.
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GeneralIs o9inion. In the

meanti~1e,the

Society of Friends was

not idle. At Fairmount, the 'cruste,:;s of the Acadeny seemed to feel
it best to sell the school to local authorities but the alumni
and students upon hearing of the plan,rallied to the cause of
their Alma Mater and started an Endowment car'lpaign. On Homecoming
Day,~15,000 was subscribed. l

the country

solicit~ng

On another day,twelve teams canvassed

endovment funds for their $100,000.00 en

dowment aim. 'T'he same effort was put forth at Spiceland. The
Friends hoped to raise enough in endOVITfient funds for each school
to make It

a~lin

a private institution. The report or the Board

of 'I'rustees of Spiceland Academy in 1918 shows this aim:
'The Board recognized the value of educating our young people
not only in the knowledge o#, the ordinary academic lines but
giving the acadeLlic work with a conscious and distinctly religious
background and interpretation as being the surest foundation for
Christian character. ~ith this in mind and in view of the ve~J
uncertain prospect of private institutions being able to obtain
transfer-tuition from any of the local high school units as in
the past,the Board called two public meetings of local Friends
and others interested in education. President Edwards of Earlham
College as Chairman of the Board of Education of the Five Years
Meeting was called into consultation. It was unanimously decidtd
to continue Spiceland Academy as a strictly private school if
need be and obtain a high grade faculty which could offer such
work as would attract boarding pupils from Indiana and Western
Yearly Iileeting. 2
In the meantime, while the proper authorities were doing
what they could to reverse the decision of the Attorney-General
or make provision

~hereby

the accepting of toenship funds by

Friends' schools could be legalized,the two academies were

1 loTne Academy Special", Fairmount , IiIay ,1919.
2 Minutes,Indiana Yearly Meeting,1918.
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ing on l

•

In 1920, Spiceland Academy reported the largest attendance

in its history.l In the saae year,Fairmount Academy reported a
successful year a.nd ended with this statement:
But however much we value our educational standing and our
victories we wish,in conclusion,to emphasize the fact
that the paramount issue of the Fai~mount Academy is a guarded
education for Christian citizenship.2
at~letic

Before the convening of the Yearly meeting in 1921,unfriend
ly legislation had withdrawn the support of public funds from the
Academies 3 but Friends still clung to the hope of keeping their
denominational schools in existence. The report of the Committee
on Secondary Education to the Yearly Meeting said in part:
Dear Friends:- Your Commdttee on Seconda~ Schools submits
the following report: The situation as to Secondary Education in
Indiana Yearly Meeting is worth the most careful and peayerful
consmderation of the entire membership. Our two academies,namel~
Fairmount and Spiceland, are well located geographically to serve
the entire Yearly Meeting,and are doing splendid work. The presant
condi tions in the educa tio_nal world make the work of the .:ori va te
religious seco~ary school exceedingly difficult. As public High
School facilities increase,as larger and larger ~~ounts of money
are expended for public education and increase the equipment and
attractiveness of our public liiVh Schools, thE.' competition which
the privately conducted church schools must meet is strenuous,
indeed.
It is a fact so well known by all that it does not need more
than a statement tllat our public high schools today are not furnish
ing the religious training that demands for leadership in the church
ana state require. The great need of today is Christian leadership.
Young men and WOlnen need to be trained to look upon the world as
a place to serve,not as a place from which to get gain. Only
Christian education can give this instruction.
It is high time that Indiana Yearly Meeting view this situat
ion with care and begin a course of action that will result in the
provision of a sufficient amount of secondaI'"lJ school facilities.

I

Ibid,1920.

2 Ibid.

3 Laws of

Indiana,1921,~.743f.
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If we allow all our facilities for furnishing Christian Secondary
Education to disappear,we will suffer an irreparable loss.l
In the same year, the Spiceland Academy report showed that
the preceding year had been the most successful in the history of
the Academy and ended with this entreaty:
Through an agreement with the Township Trustee,the same teach
ers and same standard will be retained at the Academy another year.
After that, - and that is the greatest problem that faces our
IJonthly Meeting today. For more than fifty years the Academy has
been a blessing to the Monthly Meeting,th~ county,and to Quakerdom
at large. The field is still open for greater service. The difficult
ies to be overCOlne are greater than ever. The possibilities of
funds from the tovmship ended with the repeal of the 1909 law re
earding transfers. This means that someway the school must be
financed. ~t it means,too,that the Academy ~ill be able to be
more distinctly a religious school. More than 80% of our young
people decide upon a life work during the Academy period. Can we
afford to close our eyes upon this opportunity? The worth of the
opportunity cannot be measured in dollars and cents. It is greater
than that,it can only be measured by Life itself.
As ~oard,we feel th~t there will be a way,but we ~ust v!ork
8nd pray as never before.
But a vlay was not found despite the valiant efforts of the
friends of the Academy. In 1922,LUnute 114 of the
~

r inutes
J

of the

Indiana Yearly l .• eetinn: read:
The report of Spiceland Academy not being at hand,tlle7-trustecs
were directed to flake their report to the f'erm,enent Board. U
Spiceland Academy had ceased to exist. Lookinr;; back at the
time of the Closing of the Academy , Luther O.Dra.per, one of those
who tried so faithfully to perpetuate its existence,says:
£ducation is a subject that has always been near to the
heart of those embracing the Quaker belief. It was developed and
functioned finel-;y; in t;.is communi ty until an unfriendly State

1 M.inutes, Indie.na Year17T M.eeting, 1921.
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid,1922.
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B02,rd. of rublic Instruction ••• preveJ.led upon the Indiana· Leg:is
18.ture, strildnc B. de8.th blo't-l nt Spiceland Academy, throuf~.h the
bill introdu.ced b:yr liorace Cann to prevent the payment of public
Honey into :91':1. vate or denominations.l schools. For years Spiceland
Academy had done her '·'('Irk \yell. Young men ane. women ha.d cor.'1e from
fa.r and near to be uno.er the direction and guidance of those v!ho
directed the a.ffairs of Spiceland Academy.
A committee was nar:led to try to influence the state Legis
l8.tur·e aSI?inst the enact:rr..ent of the Cann Bill. Gover'nor l'.icCray,
thor'oughly sympathetic wi tb the Aca.deI1ly interest ,delayed day by
d.ay the s:ic:ning of the bill which when signed by hiI'1 would become
a law. Ralph 'rest,a hero of the 'il/orld 'nar, Chester L. Reasan,then
Su:')erintendent of the Academy, T'neodore Fox'.?orthy, a re sident min:1. s
tel' at t:-hat tin:.B,and t1Je ,~;riter labored ln vB.in to prevent the
passace of the bill; and today the v.rr:i. tel' has wi thin his possession
the IJen e.nd pe:nholder used lYy Governor ILcCray 'when he signed the
death 'Narrant of Spi celand Acadel'ny, which lilrcwi se de stroyed the
~'rien~s t.l- B.ce.dEHTdes that were then in existence and many other
Qenomlnauional schools. 1
At the Sal:1e time, :F'air-rnount AcadetJ-y

WB.S

experiencing the same

struggle with the same outcome. It undertook to go forward as a
private school. The report of Fainnount Academy ih 1922 to the
Yearly Meeting showed many encouraging features:
The ",ork of the various d.epartments of the Academy for the
past year has been very encouraging. The records reveal increased
attendance and higher standaraa of scholarship and school TIork •••
The increased endo~rrnent has made possible tlle addition of much
needed equipmE,:nt for efficient teaching ••••
We are quite sure there is great need of a school of our
character where our young people during the years from the graded
school to the college can receive a guarded education under Christ
ian leaders. The friends of Fairmou~lt Academy are carrying a heavy
load and making great sacr:tf:i.ces to maintain the school. They
would earnestly ask the Yearly Meeting to take a few nlnutes to
consider ways of sharing our reaponsibiltty.2

1 Draper, "Spiceland Community and Schools", (unpublished).
2 Minutes,Indiana Yearly l'Jeeting,1922.
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Again, in 1923,the work of the Academy was reported as
satisfactory, the attendance and scholarship were on the

S~1e

high

level as previously but the financial burden was too great. The
closing paragraph of the report read:
Should our school not open again we are sure the sacrifice
in its behalf for almost forty years has not been in vain. The
almost six hundred graduates and more than four thousand students
coming in touch witb the school are doing their work better and
in their turn will influence others on dovm. through the years. 1
Fairmount Academy did not open ae;ain B.nd so ended the history
of Friends' seconda.ry education. Through the course of half a
centu~J,

Friends' seminaries and academies had risen to fame

throughout

~he

state of Indiana and as quickly,their star had

set oh history's horizon.
The transition to state schools was complete. There remains
the joint responsibility of the Friends' churches of Indiana and
Western Yearly Meetings, Earlhar.l College. vVhen one looks back
at the changes and advancement in schoOl policy within the past
hundred years,one wonders if within the next hundred such changes
will come that the denominational colleges as the denominational
seconda17 scgools will cease to exist and education from the
lowest branch to the hi01est will become the sole responsibility
of the state.
To many outside the ranks of'the Friends,the zealous care
wi th which the Quakers g"U.... .,ded and tried to perpetuate their
denominational schools nlay have appeared narrow or selfish, Such

1 Ibid,1923.
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was not the case. Education was imperative to them, a religious
education equally as imperative. This religious education the'y
found could best be obtained in schools under their own control.
Yfuen compelled to give up these schools,influence in the public
schools was urged and Bible or First-day schools(as they W0re
called) were established throughout the Friends' coa~nities.l
Increased domestic religious training was urged. 2 Every means
was taken to further the aims

w1:~ich

the Society of Friends had

long held as fundamental. Schools,both elementary and secondary,
were laid

do~m

not because of waning interest. Rather they were

overtaken by the march of progress and absOrbed in a system which
they themselves hi d helped to build up and improve.

I Minutes,Westerh Yearly fueeting,1902.

2 Minutes,Indiana Yearly Meeting,1875.
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HIS':PORY VS. INFLUENCE
The recording of history is the setting dovm of tangible
facts. Though probably more or less obscured by the passage of
years,it is a comparatively easy task as compared to recording
the influence of a certain movement or' segment , of history. In
the same way, it has been a much easier task to record the history
of the Quaker schools than it is to estimate their influence.
Yet, the influence must be emphasizeu for it was as much a part
of the Quaker

con~ribution

to education in Indiana as were the

schools themselves.
In 1916,in a pageant celebrating the centennial of Indiana
statehood, a French explorer stood on the banks of the Wabash
and asked an Indian whence the river flood. The answer was
"Into Big River It.

II

And ", asked the explorer, "v/here does the Big

River flow?" The Indian,-standing straight and :r.1otioning far out
into the distance answered, "Far,far - no man know hoVl far" .1
In comparison,it seems fitting to say the same of Friends'
influence in education. How far does the influence of Friends'
education extend?

"Far,far - no man know hov:r far". One Friend

has said:
Even the public schools were influenced by these early
Friends for their children became patrons of the new order and
their ideas and ideals were transmitted into the Dublic school
system. 2

But their influence was not only in the schools. It shone

1 Indiana Centennial Pageant,Riverside Park,1916.
2 J.W.Chenoweth,Correspondence.
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forth in the men whom the schools produced.

Absalom Rosenberger

in speaking of this phase of Friends' influence said:
It is stated in the Britannia that the Friends have furnished
eminent men and wonen out of all proportion to their membership.
Could there be added to these, the names of those who,educated in
Friends' schools where they receive~ their careful training and the
tnspiration of lofty ideals,have risen to eminence in law,medicine,
Lheology,science,letters,and statesmanship,the proportion would be
greatly increased. 1
Of these men whom the Quaker schools produced,Isaac Sharpless
said: "The products of Friends' schools have but seldom proved tricky
or superficial men in busines s or politics ".
Yet, the influence on the public schoo1s,the men the Friends'
schools produced and the Character of those men does not constitute
the whole of the Quaker educational influence. The contribution of
the Friends' church was as much in its attitude toward education
as in the establishment of schools. In speaking of that attitude,
Benj~1in

S.Parker said:

But the best thing of a~l was the great desire that their
children and youths should be Given the advantages of education,
which the Quaker settlers broughy into the wilderness with them.
With such a $pirit animating parents,teachers and children
progress was inevitable,even vihere the school-house was but a log
pen,with a dirt floor,a hole in the clapboard roof for the escape
of the smoke fron the log-heap fire in the middle of the room,and
split logs for benches. 3
It was this same attitude that carried the Quakers from the
log cabin school to the frame building to the brick structure,

1 Rosenberger,op.cit.,p.13.
2 Sharpless, "Bducation in the Sociaty of Friends. 1l In Cyclopedia
of Education,II,?l?
3 Parker-,-nEar1y Services of the Quakers in Education in Eastern
Indiana ". In Re~::-iort of State SuperIntendent of Public
Instruction,1905 to 190b,p.40.
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all the way blaxing the trail of educational development ahead
of the state. A little pamphlet, "Blazers of the Trails" gives
this interesting summary:
The mind, strengthened to thinl{ clearly B.nd strongly,made
v'lork and worship a mental as well as a spirItual service. The
patient persistence of the teacher and the sturdy dl.;"'·otHm of
the minister were ideals worthy of the young {:dnds and hearts of
trlOse who must carl'y foruard the tasks of the valia.nt pioneer
trail-blazers whose nrones we revere and uhon we esteem highly as
their stars recede in the onward march of education. Barnabas C.
Eobbs,Joseph l:loore,Benjamin F. rrrueblood and a host of other lIghts
mark the long line of pr~gress in this sphere of Christian activity.
The home ','·ri th its pri va te tUDor, the COY!lr.1JJ.ni ty school, the academy
and the college are institutions that pror:lote the develoIJ]nent and
represent the S CGpS in the onyra:ccl Flar·ch. l
It

1;'[0'': Id

be easy to eulQgize the efforts of the Quake:es in

their attempts along educational lines bilt it Vl0111d place them in
a false light. 'l'llGY were co.mr:J.on people of the rural type. 1'hey
caTrte inte the fores i;s anei prairies of Indiana wi th no c1rear,ls of
w0alth or ease. They were accustomed to toil with their hands and
bau(?)lt their children to do the same. They had no hiab. ide,9.S of
educating their children beyemd the status of their parents,
Jones said:
Early Quaker teachers weI'e not preparing their pupils for
college;they were preparing them for I1fe,and they were resolved
to have the work honestly done.
It was an education which tended to pro~uce not,indeed,
geniuses or leaders,Qut modest,t~~stwort~,dependablemen Rnd
Worn~~\"lhO :'loul~ ~ndeavor to preserve and transJ'1lt lithe heritage
of iJne Soclety.'.

1 I!Blazers of the 'l'rails,r. In Tales i'I:om Quaker 'l'rails (series of
pamphlets) published by Five Year Meeting,1922.
2 Rufus Jones,op.cit., 11,684.
~
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They may not ha.ve produced great schola.rs but they did
produce generations of dependable citizens who kept the

avera~e

educational standard of their communities at a higher level than
that of the con~unities around them. l In an 8.ge when illiteracy
was predoninate,the dark shadow of illiteracy scarcely dilnned
the "birth-rlgb.t" circle. Today in a world where illiteracy in un
lmown,that fact loses its significance. But it meant the earnest
efforts of the whole Society of Friends to accomplish the goal.
Statistics are in themselves unintere:3ting things until connected
wi th persons and events. The follo'lling table shovTing the dimj.nishing
number of children not o..ttendin8 school shows the effort olf!. the
Friends against illiteracy within their Soc:tety.
FRIEHDS CHILDi,El'T 1'lO'1' .iECEIVIHG
1834
1805
1836
1 :~!:3'7

1838
1839
1840

initewater Quarter
145
115

If342

none

Quarter

510
441
94
152
95

20

1841

2

~fuitelick

91
83
21
5
5

UCA'!'ION

205

151
none
few

Such WaS the story in each of the comnunities. Early in their
history, ·the advantage of

~n

elementary education was given each

child. 'l'heir minds were thClN)11ghly imbued with the thought that
I

1 Thomas,History of Priends in Am.erica,p.186.
2 Taken from tiinutes of Indiana Yearly t,~eeting,1834 - 1842.
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only bv educating the rising generation could they perpetuate the
Society of Friencls. l
Their opposition to public schools Was not o)position to
education. It was a protest against the noney used in the public
schools,collected from nilitary fi~es and exeBption money.2
Thl~oughout
so~e

the state as the question of public schools came up,

set forth the argument that public schools would burden those

who had practised economy and had accUtl1ulated property for they
woulct be taxed for the children of the poor. 3

The Friend had long

been accustomed to furnishing money that -ehe chlldren of the poor
IDip:~t

be educated.

'Their opposition to public schools was also a secondary prin
ciple in their ideal that an education should first of all
develop manly and womanly character - in other words,emphasize
the religious training of youth. llJhen publi.c schools became a real
ity and elementary education beCamB the responsibility of the state,
the thought of religious training was just as emphatically stressed.
The Quakers gave to public education the

s~ne

serious consideration

and support that they had given their own schools.
In the meantime, the thought of a "guarded education" had
been superceded by

B.

larger vision of the field. The world had

changed and the old Quaker ideal was not practical in the new
order of things. Says Rut'us Jones:

1 Hills,Denominational Education,(pamphlet).
2 Farker,op.cit.
3 Cockrum,Pioneer Historx of Indiana,p.46'1.
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The ole nrotective schemes had failed and the ancient hedges
were down. Life,with its goode.nd evil forces,beats in upon us all
and we are compelled at an early stage to learn to choose and,if
WP, are to succeed, we must acquire habits which will secure q~ick
decision and,in the main, right action.
In l894,nenjamin F. Trueblood said "Education may be abused
and becone a curse, but it cannot be done without".2 The Friends
saw to it that the education the youths of their SOCiety received
did not become a curse. To this the lives of thousands of children
educated under the influence of the Friends testify. Again,
~ufus

Jones can sum up the 0'31 tuation in fi ttin[{ \'lords:

One 16 the l:lOst valuable contributions which thes~ Quaker
institutions have builded into the lives of the thousands of
pupils and students who have attended them has been a deep,quiet,
~ervasive religious quality of life,fed and nourished by the t~ne
and atnosphere of the institutions as well as by the positive
teaching, and,in many cases, by the :F'r~J~,:nds' meeting attended week
after week by the scholars in this r:1Dbile period of their lives. 3
After

all,~e

teach children,not subjects and the early Friends

were right in emphasiZing the building of character as well as in
telligence. In that as in their school system, they were far ahead
of the thought of the times. Most applicable would be the illust
ration that they were "voices crying in the wilderness" - for
the voioes of the old Quakers who built the log school

~ouse

in the forest beside the meeting house prophesied,in that
bu:t lding, the grea.t schoo 1 system which was to follow- and if we
listen, we still can hear echoes of those voices in t!.le lives of
those who had the advantage of Friends' education.

1 Rufus Jones, op.cit.,II,7ll.
2 Trueblood, "The Present Demand for
Friend, 7th month,1894.
3 Rufus Jones,op.cit., II,7llf.

:::~ducation".

In the American
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The Friends' schools came,rendered a great service and, in the
evolution of the world,yielded to the broader conception of
education for all,dependent on the common wealth of society. Just
as the base of Quaker education rests far in the past so will it
cast its influence far into the ruture - "far,far - no roan know
how far".
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of Quarterly Meeting Records).

_

Littler,Dora,R.7. Indianepolia,Indiana, on Valley lEills (Monthly
weeting Correspondent).
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Harvey,Ann, 31 N. Ritter Avenue,Ind anapolis,Indiana,on Eethel
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